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VII. Statement of Overriding Considerations 
 
CEQA requires the Southern California Association of Governments (SCAG), as the lead agency 
under CEQA, to balance the benefits of the 2008 Regional Transportation Plan (RTP) against the 
unavoidable, adverse environmental effects that may be associated with implementation of the 
2008 RTP. The following discussion, which is required by Section 15093 of the CEQA Guidelines, 
presents the reasons in support of the determination and the statement of overriding 
considerations.   
 
The SCAG Regional Council has determined that the overall benefits of the proposed 2008 RTP 
and the economic, legal, social, technological, and other considerations outweigh and override 
the unavoidable adverse environmental impacts discussed in the findings.  The reasons 
supporting this determination are as follows:   
 
1. The 2008 RTP will increase mobility and provide congestion relief in the SCAG region. If the 

Plan were not implemented, the region would experience 8.4 million daily vehicle hours of 
delay compared to 7 million daily vehicle hours with the Plan in place.  

 
2. The 2008 RTP provides air quality benefits. Compared to conditions without implementation 

of the Plan, the 2008 RTP would result in fewer or the same emissions of all criteria 
pollutants - reactive organic gases (ROG), oxides of nitrogen (NOx), oxides of sulfur(SOx), 
particulate matter (PM10), and fine particulate matter - for all six counties in the SCAG region 
in 2035. Failure to implement the Plan would contribute to additional health risks related to 
transportation-generated air contaminants.  

 
3. Transportation conformity is required under the Clean Air Act to ensure that federally 

supported highway and transit project activities “conform to” the purpose of the State 
Implementation Plan (SIP). Conformity for the purpose of the SIP means that transportation 
activities will not cause new air quality violations, worsen existing violations, or delay timely 
attainment of the relevant National Ambient Air Quality Standards.  The 2008 RTP 
demonstrates a positive conformity finding; failure to implement the Plan would risk non-
conformance with the federal air quality mandates. Non-conformity with these mandates 
could lead to transportation funding sanctions that would further reduce the region’s ability to 
effectively improve air quality and plan for transportation needs.    

 
4. Implementation of the 2008 RTP is expected to provide economic benefits to the SCAG 

region. These benefits are expected to be experienced directly through the jobs created by 
projects included in the 2008 RTP and more importantly through the benefits of a more 
efficient transportation system. The transportation investments in the 2008 RTP would foster 
economic and household growth. The improved accessibility from the Plan could facilitate 
population and economic growth.   

 
5. The 2008 RTP improves the time and costs associated with daily commuting. With 

implementation of the 2008 RTP, 75% of work trips would reach their destinations within 45 
minutes travel time by auto and 44% by transit in 2035. Without the Plan, the portion of 
commuting trips reaching their destination within 45 minutes travel time would fall to 73% by 
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auto and 40% by transit in 2035. The improved accessibility provided by the Plan is an 
important social benefit for the SCAG region. 

 
6. The 2008 RTP provides funding for the preservation of the existing transportation system. 

The 2008 RTP adds $8 billion of new funding to system preservation through 2035 relative to 
the No Project Alternative. Infrastructure preservation spending preserves past investments 
in the SCAG region and provides associated benefits to mobility, congestion relief, economic 
activity, safety, and accessibility.  

 
7. Implementation of the 2008 RTP is expected to provide a substantial number of jobs from the 

implementation of public-sector funded infrastructure projects (estimated at about 120,000 
jobs annually between 2007 and 2035).  Privately funded transportation projects 
recommended in the RTP would also add a substantial number of jobs annually through 2035 
(estimated at about 32,800 jobs per year).  The average wages for jobs generated by 
transportation infrastructure projects is typically substantially higher than existing average 
salaries paid per job.   The 2008 RTP is also expected to support and enable the projected 
growth in transportation construction and logistic industry jobs.  The job growth related to the 
2008 RTP would create wealth in the region, raise the income level, and enhance the 
region’s competitiveness.  

 
8. SCAG's Regional Comprehensive Plan (RCP) is a complementary document that provides 

advisory guidelines that can be used to establish further mitigation measures on individual 
projects to further the goals of the RTP. 

 
For the abovementioned reasons, the SCAG Regional Council hereby concludes that the 2008 
Regional Transportation Plan’s benefits outweigh and override any adverse environmental 
impacts associated with the 2008 RTP. 
 

 
 


