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NOTICE OF PREPARATION

To: Interested Agencies and Individuals

SUBJECT: NOTICE OF PREPARATION OF A PROGRAM ENVIRONMENTAL
IMPACT REPORT (PEIR) FOR THE 2008 REGIONAL TRANSPORTATION PLAN
(RTP) AND 2008 REGIONAL COMPREHENSIVE PLAN (RCP)

DATE: JUNE 27, 2007

LEAD AGENCY:

Southern California Association of Governments (SCAG)

818 West Seventh Street, 12" Floor
Los Angeles, CA 90017-3435

The Southern California Association of Governments, as Lead Agency,
will prepare a Program Environmental Impact Report (PEIR) in
accordance with the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) for the
2008 Regional Transportation Plan (RTP) and 2008 Regional
Comprehensive Plan (RCP).

The purpose of this Notice of Preparation (NOP) is to obtain input into
the scope and content of the environmental information that will be
evaluated in the PEIR. The project location, description, and the
expected scope of environmental analysis are attached on the following
pages.

Due to the time limits mandated by state law, your response must be
sent at the earliest possible date, but not later than 30 days after receipt
of this notice.

Two regional scoping meetings will be held to help refine the scope and
content of the PEIR:

Tuesday, July 24
3:00 - 5:00 p.m.

Wednesday, July 25
3:00 - 5:00 p.m.

SCAG Office - Riverside
3600 Lime Street, Suite 216
Riverside, California 92501

SCAG Office - Los Angeles
(San Bernardino A & B Rooms)
818 W. 7" Street, 12" Floor
Los Angeles, California 90017



All agencies, interested parties and members of the public are encouraged to
attend. The scoping meeting and the NOP provide agencies and the public with
opportunity to comment on the scope and content of the PEIR. Oral and written
comments will be accepted at the scoping meeting. Written comments on the NOP
will be accepted until July 31st. A copy of the NOP is attached and available on the
SCAG website: www.scag.ca.gov.

Please send your response to Jessica Kirchner at the address shown below or
visit our website at www.scag.ca.gov. Please include a return address and the
name of a contact person in your agency. Please send your comments
electronically, if possible.

Jessica Kirchner

Associate Environmental Planner
(213) 236-1983
kirchner@scag.ca.qgov

Attachments: Location and Background, Project Description, and Scope of Environmental
Analysis

Reference: California Code of Regulations, Title 14, (CEQA Guidelines) Sections 15082(a),
15103, 15375.

June 2007 2008 RTP/RCP PEIR NOP
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PROGRAM ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT (PEIR)
FOR THE 2008
REGIONAL TRANSPORTATION PLAN
AND REGIONAL COMPREHENSIVE PLAN

PROJECT LOCATION AND BACKGROUND

The Southern California Association of Governments (SCAG), is comprised of six
counties (Imperial, Los Angeles, Orange, Riverside, San Bernardino, and Ventura)
and 186 cities in Southern California, and is the agency charged with addressing
and resolving short- and long-term regional policy issues. The SCAG region has
more than 18 million residents and encompasses more than 38,000 square miles,
representing the largest and most diverse region in the country.

SCAG’s governing body, the Regional Council, is composed of over 70 elected
officials representing cities and counties, tribal governments, the county
transportation commissions, and subregional organizations throughout the region.
In addition to the Regional Council, there are four standing committees:
Administration Committee, Transportation and Communications Committee;
Community, Economic and Human Development Committee; and Energy and
Environment Committee. In addition to the four standing committees, there are
various task forces, subcommittees, and groups that address specific regional
policy, technical planning, and air quality conformity issues.

SCAG is officially designated under federal law as the Metropolitan Planning
Organization (MPO) for the Southern California region. Additionally, under state
law, SCAG is designated as a Council of Governments (COG) and a Multi-County
Designated Transportation Planning Agency. As such, SCAG has a number of
formal authorities and responsibilities, including:

» Conducting comprehensive transportation planning and programming processes
that result in a Regional Transportation Plan (RTP) and a Regional
Transportation Improvement Program (RTIP). Together these documents serve
as the legal basis for transportation decision-making in the region.

e Conducting a comprehensive environmental planning process, including a
Program Environmental Impact Report for the RTP and reviewing and assessing
Environmental Impact Reports (EIRs) for all projects of regional significance.

* Determining, pursuant to the federal Clean Air Act, the conformity of SCAG
transportation projects, plans, and programs to air quality requirements.

» Developing demographic projections and the integrated land use, housing,
employment, and transportation programs, measures, and strategies portions of
the South Coast Air Quality Management Plan.

e Conducting inter-governmental review of programs proposed for federal
assistance.

June 2007 2008 RTP/RCP PEIR NOP
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PROJECT DESCRIPTION

The Southern California Association of Governments (SCAG) is undertaking an
integrated and innovative approach to land use and transportation planning. SCAG
is simultaneously preparing the 2008 Regional Transportation Plan (RTP) and the
2008 Regional Comprehensive Plan (RCP) for the SCAG region. Together, the
RTP and RCP provide a long-term comprehensive land use and transportation
planning blueprint for the region. One Program Environmental Impact Report
(PEIR), referred to herein as the “2008 RTP/RCP PEIR,” will be prepared to
address the environmental implications of these two companion plans.

Although both Plans have a long-term time horizon of 2035, under which policies
and projects are planned and proposed to be implemented, federal and state
mandates ensure that the RTP in particular is both flexible and responsive in the
near term. Therefore, these Plans are regarded as both long-term regional
planning blueprints and as dynamic planning tools subject to continuous refinement
as regional conditions change. SCAG, acting in its capacity as a Lead Agency
under CEQA, will prepare the 2008 RTP/RCP PEIR to evaluate the potential
environmental effects associated with implementation of the RCP and RTP.

RTP

The Regional Transportation Plan (RTP) is the culmination of a multi-year effort
with a focus on improving the balance between land use and transportation
systems, both current and future. SCAG is required by federal law to create a RTP
that determines the needs of the transportation system and prioritizes proposed
transportation projects. The RTP is also necessary to obtain and allocate federal
funding for regional transportation projects. Under new metropolitan planning law as
contained in the federal “Safe, Accountable, Flexible, Efficient, Transportation
Equity Act — a Legacy for Users’ (SAFETEA-LU), the RTP must be
comprehensively updated once every four years (previously the plan has been
updated every three years; SAFETEA-LU extended the update period to four years)
to ensure that the plan adequately addresses future travel needs and is consistent
with the federal Clean Air Act. SCAG does not implement individual projects in the
RTP; these projects will be implemented by agencies other than SCAG.

The RTP is a compendium of policies, strategies, and projects that serve as the
transportation action plan for the SCAG region. The 2008 RTP is a multi-modal
Plan representing a vision for a better transportation system, integrated with the
best possible growth pattern for the region over the Plan horizon of 2035. The Plan
provides the basic policy and program framework for long term investment in our
vast regional transportation system in a coordinated, cooperative and continuous
manner.

SCAG develops the RTP in coordination and consultation with the county
transportation commissions, subregional organizations, transit operators and other
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transportation stakeholders. To ensure a balanced, multi-modal plan that meets
regional as well as county-specific goals, SCAG integrates the planning activities of
each of the counties in the region. The 2008 RTP includes a comprehensive
strategy for carrying out policies and projects that include the following:
e Goods Movement;
Maglev;
Aviation;
Transit;
Rail systems (light rail/heavy rail);
Toll Roads;
Highway and Strategic Arterial Improvements: and,
Intelligent Transportation Systems.

SAFETEA-LU modified existing State and MPO transportation planning processes.
Specifically, SAFETEA-LU requires that “a long-range transportation plan shall
include a discussion of the types of potential environmental mitigation activities and
potential areas to carry out these activities, including activities that may have the
greatest potential to restore and maintain the environmental functions affected by
the plan.” Pursuant to these new planning requirements, SCAG conducted
expanded consultation associated with the 2004 RTP PEIR mitigation measures as
part of its “Gap Analysis.” As a result of this process, mitigation measures have
been refined since the 2004 RTP. These changes were made based on review and
input from Federal, State, and Tribal as well as wildlife, land management and
regulatory agencies. Consultation activities will continue as part of the 2008 RTP,
2008 RCP and PEIR development processes to the maximum extent practicable.

Additional new requirements under SAFETEA-LU and federal regulations include:

* Developing in consultation with all interested parties, an expanded public
participation plan to provide interested parties with reasonable opportunities
for involvement in the metropolitan transportation planning and programming
processes.

e Adding the phrase “promote consistency of transportation plan and
transportation improvements with State and local planned growth and
economic development patterns” to the environmental planning factor.

SCAG is coordinating efforts to comply with the new SAFETEA-LU planning
requirements described above with efforts undertaken through the state CEQA
process. As such, particular emphasis in the RTP and RCP will be placed on these
new planning requirements, including those that prescribe coordinated planning and
consideration of environmental resources.

RCP
SCAG is also preparing the Regional Comprehensive Plan (RCP), a bold visionary

plan that addresses nine topic areas. Borne from SCAG's own initiative, the RCP
contains policies and actions that promote a coordinated strategy for growth,
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development and environmental protection. As such, the RCP will function as a
(voluntary) companion document to the federally mandated RTP. The RTP
describes the region's strategy for transportation system function and infrastructure
enhancement, while the RCP expands on the RTP's assumptions regarding growth,
land use, and urban form.

SCAG does not have local land use approval jurisdiction, rather implementation of
the RCP policies will be achieved at the local level. SCAG member agencies are
encouraged to apply these policies and principles by incorporating them into
General Plan updates and through the approval process for individual development
projects. The RCP advocates a land use development pattern that promotes infill
and transit oriented developments. The RCP proposes regional policies supporting
intensification of land-use along major transit corridors and other urbanized parts of
the region to accommodate future growth and preserve undeveloped fand. The
RCP also advocates a more effective utilization of the existing transportation
system, particularly the public transit system.

The RCP will include visionary goals, outcomes and action plans for the following
areas:

Open Space and Habitat

Energy

Air Quality

Solid Waste

Land Use and Housing

Safety and Security

Transportation

Water

e & o ¢ o o o o

PRELIMINARY PLAN ALTERNATIVES

It is anticipated that the 2008 RTP/RCP PEIR will evaluate at least three (3) Plan
Alternatives. Each Alternative, except the No Project Alternative, will include a wide
range of policies and projects including, but not limited to variations in land use
density and intensity, aviation, bus routes, freight rail, high-speed passenger rail,
highway/roadway construction and widening, and passenger rail construction.

SCAG has the discretion to select an Alternative in its entirety or to combine
elements of various Alternatives to develop the final Alternative selected for the
RTP and PEIR. Initial Alternatives include:

NO PROJECT ALTERNATIVE

The No Project Alternative consists of all policies and major projects that are
reasonably foreseeable and reasonably expected to go forward without the 2008
RTP or 2008 RCP, including all projects that have already received funding, are
scheduled to receive funding, and/or have received environmental clearance by
December 2006. The No Project Alternative will assume that no safety-related

June 2007 2008 RTP/RCP PEIR NOP
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maintenance would be deferred, but the overall appearance and function of the
transportation system would be expected to deteriorate.

THE ENVIRONMENTALLY SUPERIOR ALTERNATIVE

The Environmentally Superior Alternative will explore land use and transportation
policies designed to further sustainability objectives including reduced consumption
of resources, particularly energy resources, and with a focus on reducing emission
of Greenhouse Gases in accordance with AB 32, the California Global Warming
Solutions Act of 2006

MODIFIED 2004 RTP

The Modified 2004 RTP Alternative will include the policies and projects from the
2004 RTP, updated with more recent population information.

SCOPE OF ENVIRONMENTAL ANALYSIS

The California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) and CEQA Guidelines require an
Environmental Impact Report (EIR) for any discretionary government action,
including programs and plans that may cause significant environmental effects.
Specifically, the RTP and RCP necessitate preparation of a PEIR, which is a “first-
tier” CEQA document designed to consider “broad policy alternatives and program
wide mitigation measures” (CEQA Guidelines §15168). The programmatic
environmental analysis for the PEIR will evaluate environmental effects, including
direct and indirect effects, growth-inducing impacts, and cumulative impacts, and
will include available, feasible mitigation measures to offset any identified potentially
significant adverse environmental effects. |In addition, the PEIR will supply the
foundation for the subsequent, site-specific environmental reviews that will be
conducted by implementation agencies, as projects in the RTP and RCP are
developed (CEQA Guidelines §15385).

In addition to fulfilling legal requirements, the 2008 RTP/RCP PEIR will provide an
opportunity to inform decision-makers and the public about potential environmental
effects associated with the implementation of the RTP, RCP and Alternatives. This
environmental analysis will ultimately support the selection of the Preferred Project,
and will provide a useful regional-scale environmental planning tool to help local
agencies evaluate and reduce cumulative environmental effects.

The impact categories listed below have been preliminarily identified for analysis in
the 2008 RTP/RCP PEIR.

Aesthetics

Air Quality

Biological Resources
Cultural Resources
Energy

June 2007 2008 RTP/RCP PEIR NOP
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Geology and Soils

Land Use

Noise

Population, Employment, and Housing
Public Service and Utilities
Transportation

Water Resources

For additional background information, the PEIR for the 2004 RTP is available at
the SCAG website: www.scag.ca.gov/peir/. Although many of the significant
impacts identified in the 2004 RTP PEIR will be relevant in the 2008 RTP/RCP
PEIR, the 2008 RTP/RCP PEIR will provide additional evaluation of alternatives,
cumulative impacts, growth-inducing impacts, and mitigation measures, as feasible.

SUMMARY

This Notice of Preparation (NOP) is intended to inform agencies and individuals of
the preparation of the 2008 RTP/RCP PEIR. Comments regarding the scope of the
PEIR received during the 30-day NOP review period will be used to refine the
scope and content of the PEIR. Active participation from agencies, decision-
makers, stakeholders and the public will help ensure that the PEIR is adequate,
objective and useful.

June 2007 2008 RTP/RCP PEIR NOP
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November 7, 2007

SUBJECT: RECIRCULATION OF THE NOTICE OF PREPARATION FOR
THE PROGRAMMATIC ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT

FOR THE REGIONAL TRANSPORTATION PLAN

The Southern California Association of Governments (SCAG) is preparing a
Programmatic Environmental Impact Report (PEIR) for the following project:

Regional Transportation Plan

SCAG previously circulated a Notice of Preparation (NOP) on June 27, 2007
regarding the PEIR on both the Regional Transportation Plan (RTP) and the
Regional Comprehensive Plan (RCP). At that time, SCAG contemplated that a
joint PEIR would be prepared regarding the RTP and the RCP, a voluntary, long-
range regional visionary plan initiated by SCAG’s governing body, the Regional
Council.

The NOP is being recirculated due to a change in the description of the project, to
address only the RTP, as described in the attached notice.

Potential significant impacts, as outlined in the attached notice, will be analyzed
in the Draft PEIR. Written comments to SCAG regarding the NOP for this
project will be received until December 10, 2007. SCAG anticipates releasing the
Draft PEIR in January 2007.

All comments received in response to the previous June 27, 2007 NOP will
remain part of the administrative record and be addressed in the Draft PEIR.
Please submit any additional comments, concerns, recommendations on the RTP
and other pertinent information that may enable us to prepare a comprehensive
and meaningful PEIR for the project. It is requested that your comments be sent
to:

Jessica Kirchner, Senior Regional Planner
SCAG

818 W. Seventh St., 12" FI.

Los Angeles California 90017
kirchner@scag.ca.gov
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NOTICE OF PREPARATION
To: INTERESTED AGENCIES AND INDIVIDUALS
SUBJECT: RECIRCULATED NOTICE OF PREPARATION OF A PROGRAM

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT (PEIR) FOR THE
REGIONAL TRANSPORTATION PLAN (RTP)

DATE: NOVEMBER 7, 2007

LEAD AGENCY:

Southern California Association of Governments
818 West Seventh Street, 12" Floor

Los Angeles, CA 90017-3435

Project Title: Regional Transportation Plan (SCH Number
2007061126)

The Southern California Association of Governments, as Lead
Agency, is recirculating a Notice of Preparation (NOP) to prepare a
Program Environmental Impact Report (PEIR) in accordance with
the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) for the 2008

Regional Transportation Plan (RTP), a long-range transportation

plan prepared to meet federal requirements under the Safe,
Accountable, Flexible, Efficient, Transportation Equity Act- A
Legacy for Users (SAFETEA-LU).

SCAG previously circulated a Notice of Preparation on June 27,
2007, regarding the PEIR on both the RTP and the Regional
Comprehensive Plan (RCP). At that time, SCAG contemplated that
a joint PEIR would be prepared regarding the RTP and the RCP, a
voluntary, long-range regional visionary plan initiated by SCAG'’s
governing body, the Regional Council.

This NOP is being recirculated due to a change in the description of
the project, to address only the RTP. On November 1, 2007,
SCAG’s Regional Council voted in favor of preparing two separate
PEIRs, one for the RTP and one for the RCP. This Regional
Council action was primarily based on the fact that the RTP is a
federally mandated plan with a definitive schedule for its adoption,
unlike the RCP which is a SCAG-initiated plan with no required
deadline for adoption and is not specifically binding on SCAG’s
local jurisdictional members. The RCP covers a broad range of
environmental issues raised by RCP policies which, in part, build off
the findings developed as part of the 2008 RTP. This NOP pertains
only to the RTP and is intended to obtain input into the scope and
content of the environmental information that will be evaluated in



the PEIR regarding the RTP. The project location, description, and the expected
scope of environmental analysis are attached on the following pages. A separate
NOP for the RCP will be published.

As before, SCAG seeks input from local, state and federal public agencies on
issues specific to the proposed project. All comments received in response to the
previous June 27, 2007 NOP will remain part of the administrative record and be
addressed in the Draft PEIR. Please submit any additional comments, concerns,
recommendations on the RTP and other pertinent information that may enable
SCAG to prepare a comprehensive and meaningful PEIR for the proposed
project.

As specified by state law, your response must be sent at the earliest possible
date, but not later than 30 days after receipt of this notice.

Please send your response to Jessica Kirchner, Senior Regional Planner, at the
SCAG mailing address shown above or at Kirchner@scag.ca.gov, or visit our
website at http://www.scag.ca.gov. Please include a return address and the
name of a contact person in your agency. Please send your comments
electronically if possible.

2008 RTP PEIR
November 2007
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PROGRAM ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT (PEIR)
FOR THE 2008
REGIONAL TRANSPORTATION PLAN

PROJECT LOCATION AND BACKGROUND

The Southern California Association of Governments (SCAG), is comprised of six
counties (Imperial, Los Angeles, Orange, Riverside, San Bernardino, and
Ventura) and 186 cities in Southern California, and is the organization charged
with addressing and resolving short-term and long-term regional policy issues.
The SCAG region has more than 18 million residents and encompasses more
than 38,000 square miles, representing the largest and most diverse region in the
country.

SCAG's governing body, the Regional Council, is composed of over 70 elected
officials representing cities and counties, tribal governments, the county
transportation commissions, and subregional organizations throughout the
region. In addition to the Regional Council, there are four committees:
Administration Committee, Transportation and Communications Committee,
Community, Economic and Human Development Committee, and Energy and
Environment Committee. In addition to the four standing committees, there are
various task forces, subcommittees and groups that address specific regional
policies, technical planning, and air quality conformity issues.

SCAG is officially designated by federal law as the Metropolitan Planning
Organization (MPO) for the Southern California region. Additionally, under state
law, SCAG is designated as a Council of Governments (COG) and a Muiti-
County Designated Transportation Planning Agency. As such SCAG has a
number of formal authorities and responsibilities, including:

e Conducting comprehensive transportation planning and programming
processes that result in a Regional Transportation Plan (RTP) and a Regional
Transportation Improvement Program (RTIP). Together these documents
serve as the legal basis for transportation decision-making in the region.

e Conducting a comprehensive environmental planning process, including a
Program Environmental Impact Report (PEIR) for the RTP and reviewing and
assessing Environmental Impact Reports (EIRs) for all projects of regional
significance.

e Determining, pursuant to the Clean Air Act, the conformity of SCAG projects,
plans, and programs to air quality requirements.

e Developing demographic projections and the integrated land use, housing,
employment, and transportation programs, measures, and strategies portions
of the South Coast Air Quality Management Plan.

e Conducting inter-governmental review of programs proposed for federal
assistance.

2008 RTP PEIR
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Project Description

SCAG is preparing the 2008 RTP for the SCAG region. The RTP is the
culmination of a multi-year effort with a focus on improving the balance between
land use and transportation systems, both current and future. SCAG is required
by federal law to create a RTP that determines the needs of the transportation
system and prioritizes proposed transportation projects. The RTP is also
necessary to obtain and allocate federal funding for regional transportation
projects. Under new federal laws as contained in the Safe, Accountable, Flexible,
Efficient, Transportation Equity Act— a Legacy for Users (SAFETEA-LU), the RTP
must be comprehensively updated once every four years (previously the plan has
been updated every three years; SAFETEA-LU extended the update period to
four years) to ensure that the plan adequately addresses future travel needs and
is consistent with the federal Clean Air Act. SCAG does not implement individual
projects in the RTP; these projects will be implemented by agencies other than
SCAG.

The RTP is a compendium of policies, strategies, and projects that serve as the
transportation action plan for the SCAG region. The 2008 RTP is a multi-modal
plan representing a vision for a better transportation system, integrated with the
best possible growth pattern for the region over the plan horizon of 2035. The
plan provides the basic policy and program framework for long term investment
in our vast regional transportation system in a coordinated, cooperative and
continuous manner.

SCAG develops the RTP in coordination and consultation with the county
transportation commissions, subregional organizations, transit operators and
other stakeholders. To ensure a balanced, multi-modal plan that meets regional
as well as county-specific goals, SCAG integrates the planning activities of each
of the counties in the region.

SAFETEA-LU modified existing state and federal MPO transportation planning
processes. Specifically, SAFETEA-LU requires that “a long-range transportation
plan shall include a discussion of the types of potential environmental mitigation
activities and potential areas to carry out these activities, including activities that
may have the greatest potential to restore and maintain the environmental
functions affected by the plan.” As a result of these new planning requirements,
SCAG conducted expanded consultation associated with the 2004 RTP PEIR
mitigation measures as part of its “Gap Analysis,” adopted in March 2007. As a
result of this consultation process, mitigation measures have been refined since
the 2004 RTP. These changes were made based on review and input from
federal, state, and tribal land management, wildlife and regulatory agencies.
Consultation activities will continue as part of the 2008 RTP and PEIR
development processes, as required under SAFETEA-LU.
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Additional new requirements under SAFETEA-LU include:

e Developing in consultation with all interested parties, an expanded
public participation plan to provide interested parties with reasonable
opportunities for involvement in the metropolitan planning and
programming processes.

e Consulting with state and local agencies responsible for land use
management, natural resources, environmental protection,
conservation, and historic preservation.

* Adding the phrase “promote consistency of transportation plan and
transportation improvements with state and local planned growth and
economic development patterns” to the environmental planning factor.

SCAG is coordinating efforts to comply with the new SAFETEA-LU planning
requirements described above with efforts undertaken through the CEQA
process. As such, particular emphasis in the RTP will be placed on these new
planning requirements, including those that prescribe coordinated planning and
consideration of environmental resources.

RTP Goals

The goals of the 2008 RTP have expanded from 2004 to encompass an
additional goal regarding addressing transportation security. These seven goals
are in no particular order and demonstrate the need to balance many priorities in
the most-cost effective manner.

» Maximize mobility and accessibility for all people and goods in the
region;

» Ensure travel safety and reliability for the people and goods in the
region;

Preserve and ensure a sustainable regional transportation system;

* Maximize the security of the regional transportation system through
improved monitoring, recovery planning, and coordination with other
security agencies;

Maximize the productivity of our transportation system:;
Protect the environment, improve air quality and promote energy
efficiency; and

e Encourage land use and growth patterns that complement our
transportation investments.

The 2008 RTP will focus on system monitoring and evaluation, recognizing that
maintaining and/or improving mobility will no longer depend solely on expanding
the transportation system. Given the region’s fiscal constraints, an integrated
approach is needed to maximize mobility. As such, the 2008 RTP priorities are
as follows:

1. System monitoring and evaluation
2. Maintenance and preservation

2008 RTP PEIR
November 2007
Page 5 of 10



3. Smart land use/demand management/value pricing

4. Intelligent transportation systems/traveler information/traffic control
incident management

5. Operational improvements

6. System completion and expansion

Federal planning and conformity rules require that a conforming RTP be
financially constrained. It must demonstrate that all projects identified in the
constrained plan have an adequate funding source reasonably available
throughout the period of time that is required to complete the project. A
conforming RTP cannot simply state a wish list of projects.

At the core of the plan is the RTIP, which not only represents the first six years of
the plan, but also represents current commitments. Every project that seeks
federal, state or local funding for implementation must be included in the RTIP.
The ring outside of the core represents the fiscally constrained plan that will be
used to demonstrate transportation conformity. These projects can be reasonably
funded within the planning horizon of the RTP. The outer ring, called the strategic
plan, represents projects of merit that should be considered for funding in the
future as it becomes available, but that currently do not have sufficient funding or
regional commitment. However, the compendium of projects, policies and
programs that make up the core and the strategic plan together comprise the
2008 RTP that will be adopted by the Regional Council. The 2008 RTP includes
a comprehensive strategy of policies and projects including the following:

» High-Speed Regional Transport (HSRT) — high speed, high performance
regional transport system connecting the region’s ports, airports and urban
activity centers;

e Goods Movement - freight rail investments, HSRT for freight, highway
investments such as user supported (toll) dedicated truck lanes;

* Aviation - improved ground access, FlyAway improvement and expansion;

e Transit — heavy and light rail, bus rapid transit (BRT);

» Highway Improvements — HOV lanes and connectors, mixed flow or
general purpose lanes, toll facilities and HOT lanes; and,

e Intelligent Transportation Systems.

This list is a general representation of the types of projects that are anticipated to
be included in the 2008 RTP and is by no means exhaustive. Individual projects
are still under consideration for inclusion into the RTP.

PRELIMINARY PLAN ALTERNATIVES

It is anticipated that the 2008 RTP PEIR will evaluate at least three (3) Plan
Alternatives. Each Alternative, except the No Project Alternative, will include a
wide range of policies and projects including, but not limited to variations in land
use density and intensity, aviation, bus routes, freight rail, high-speed passenger
rail, highway/roadway construction and widening, and passenger rail
construction.
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SCAG has the discretion to select an Alternative in its entirety or to combine
elements of various Alternatives to develop the final Alternative selected for the
RTP and PEIR. Initial Alternatives include:

NoO PROJECT ALTERNATIVE

The No Project Alternative consists of all major projects that are reasonably
foreseeable and reasonably expected to go forward without the 2008 RTP,
including all projects that have already received funding, are scheduled to
receive funding, and/or have received environmental clearance by December
2006. The No Project Alternative will assume that no safety-related maintenance
would be deferred, but the overall appearance and function of the transportation
system would be expected to deteriorate.

ENVISION

Envision will explore land use and transportation policies designed to further
sustainability objectives including reduced consumption of resources, particularly
energy resources and with a focus on reducing emissions of Greenhouse Gases
in accordance with AB 32, the California Global Warming Solutions Act of 2006.
Envision also includes increased housing density around transit centers and an
overall reduction in single family housing throughout the region.

MODIFIED 2004 RTP

The Modified 2004 RTP Alternative will include the policies and projects from the
2004 RTP, updated with more recent population information. This alternative will
likely represent the “Core” RTP, that is, a vision for addressing the region’s
transportation needs, within the constraints of reasonably available revenue
sources.

SCOPE OF ENVIRONMENTAL ANALYSIS

The California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) and CEQA Guidelines require
an Environmental Impact Report (EIR) for any discretionary government action,
including programs and plans that may cause significant environmental effects.
Specifically, RTP necessitates preparation of a PEIR, which is a “first-tier” CEQA
document designed to consider “broad policy alternatives and programwide
mitigation measures” (CEQA Guidelines §15168). The programmatic
environmental analysis for the PEIR will evaluate environmental effects, such as
direct and indirect effects, growth-inducing impacts, and cumulative impacts, and
will include mitigation measures to offset any identified potentially significant
adverse environmental effects. In addition, the PEIR will supply the foundation
for the subsequent, site-specific environmental reviews that will be conducted by
implementation agencies, as projects in the RTP are developed (CEQA
Guidelines §15385).

In addition to fulfilling legal requirements, the RTP PEIR will provide an
opportunity to inform decision-makers and the public about potential
environmental effects associated with the implementation of the RTP and
Alternatives. This environmental analysis will ultimately support the selection of
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the Preferred Alternative, and will provide a useful regional-scale environmental
planning tool to help local agencies evaluate and reduce cumulative
environmental effects.

The PEIR will evaluate the environmental effects of implementing the projects,
programs and plans in the 2008 RTP. The following describes the potential
environmental impacts that will be discussed in the PEIR. In each case, the
analysis is completed by comparing existing conditions to conditions in 2035 with
the Plan.

Aesthetics and Views

Much of the SCAG region is currently rural and largely uninhabited. The PEIR
will evaluate the visual effects associated with developing transportation
projects and infrastructure as proposed in the RTP, including obstructing
views from scenic highways.

Air Quality

Transportation projects contribute significantly to the poor air quality in many
parts of the region. The transportation section alone is responsible for an
estimated 40 percent of greenhouse gas emissions.” The PEIR will evaluate
greenhouse gas emission in the region and also evaluate criteria pollutants by
county and air basin.

Biological Resources

The PEIR will evaluate the project’s impact on sensitive habitats in the region.
It is anticipated that some sensitive areas (wetlands, natural vegetation, etc.)
would be disturbed by projects proposed in the 2008 RTP.

Cultural Resources

Excavation and grading activities associated with implementation of 2008
RTP projects could disturb previously unidentified historical or palentological
resources. The PEIR will evaluate potential effects of the 2008 RTP on such
resources.

Energy

Petroleum and natural gas supply much of the energy consumed in California.
Implementation of plan projects could further increase auto dependent
development, thereby increasing gasoline and petroleum consumption in the
region. The PEIR will evaluate energy impacts associated with
implementation of the 2008 RTP.

! United States Department of Transportation, Federal Highway Administration. Transportation
and Global Climate Change: A Review and Analysis of the Literature. (June 1998). DOT-T-97-
03.
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Geology and Soils

The PEIR will evaluate whether implementation of the Plan will result in
adverse effects on the environment such as erosions, landslides or other
forms of ground failure.

Hazardous Materials

The RTP is anticipated to increase the amount of lane miles in the region and
result in an increase in truck trips, a common mode of hazardous materials
transport. The PEIR for the Plan will evaluate whether implementation of the
Plan could result in an increase risk of accident or upset due to the release of
hazardous materials into the environment.

Land Use
The 2008 RTP will include transportation projects and strategies to distribute
future growth in the region. The PEIR will evaluate whether these strategies
would result in an adverse impact.

Noise

Highway noise is often dependent on a number of factors including traffic
volume, vehicle speed, fleet mix (cars, trucks, etc) and location relative to
sensitive receptors such as residences. The PEIR will evaluate the effects of
increases in noise levels that could result from implementation of the 2008
RTP.

Open Space

The 2008 RTP is expected to increase urbanization in the region, potentially
resulting in a loss of habitat, parks and agricultural lands. The PEIR will
evaluate impacts that could occur to open space in the region as a result of
implementing the 2008 RTP.

Population, Employment, and Housing

Transportation facilitates and associated infrastructure developed as part of
the 2008 RTP have the potential to induce population growth in some areas,
and divide communities in others. The PEIR will evaluate these impacts.

Public Service and Utilities

The increase in population anticipated over the lifetime of the RTP (30 years)
would result in an increase in demand on public services. The PEIR will
evaluate changes to the environment that may occur from expansion of such
services.

Transportation

Although the Plan includes strategies to reduce congestion and delay in the
region, increases in population over the lifetime of the plan could still cause
there to be increases in vehicle miles traveled and average delay. The PEIR
will evaluate these issues.
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Security
The PEIR will evaluate the potential exposure upon people or property to
security risks resulting from the Plan.

Water Resources

Construction of impervious surfaces such as roadways, parking and other
transportation infrastructure could alter drainage patterns and the quality of
stormwater runoff. The PEIR will evaluate the potential effects of the plan on
the region’s water quality.

Construction Impacts
The PEIR will evaluate construction related impacts, including potential traffic,
air and noise effects from construction vehicles.

Cumulative Impacts

The PEIR will examine the cumulative impacts of urban development and
growth that would be accommodated by the transportation investments in the
2008 RTP.

SUMMARY

This NOP is the official notice of a 30 day comment period and is being
recirculated due to a change in the description of the project to address only the
RTP. All comments received in response to the previous June 27, 2007 NOP will
remain part of the administrative record and be addressed in the Draft PEIR.
Please submit any additional comments, concerns, recommendations on the
RTP and other pertinent information that may enable us to prepare a
comprehensive and meaningful PEIR for the project.

It is requested that your comments be sent to:

Jessica Kirchner, Senior Regional Planner
SCAG

818 W. Seventh St., 12" Fi.

Los Angeles California 90017
kirchner@scag.ca.gov
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1 CERTIFIED COPY 1 RIVERSIDE, CALIFORNIA; TUESDAY, JULY 24, 2007
2 2 3:00 P.M.
3 SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA ASSOCIATION OF GOVERNMENTS 3
4  RTP AND RCP WORKSHOP AND PEIR SCOPING MEETING 4 MR. AMATYA: This is the workshop of RTP, RCP and
5 5 the PEIR scoping meeting.
6 6 First couple of housekeeping -- I guess there's a
7 7 rest room just outside the door on your left. You have
8 8 to get the key for the men's room and the ladies' room.
9 REPORTER'S TRANSCRIPT OF PROCEEDINGS, taken at 9 And if you need water, there's a water cooler. One of
10 3600 Lime Street, Riverside, California, at 15:00 10 our staff will show you the water.
11 3:00 p.m., on Tuesday, July 24, 2007, before 11 Basically, what we're going to do today is we have
12 Mary K. Medley, CSR 9557, 12 a couple of presentations. I'm going through the
13 13 presentations very quickly. We'll talk about our
14  Hutchings Number 165219-RI 14 overall effort that SCAG is undertaking planning work
15 15:00 15 focusing on the transportation. And I'll have a speaker
16 16 following me, Jennifer, who will talk about our Regional
17 17 Comprehensive Plan efforts. And then we will talk about
18 18 the EIR scoping.
19 19 Can you all hear me okay?
20 15:00 20 THE REPORTER: No.
21 21 MR. AMATYA: T'll try to talk up louder.
22 22 Again, my name is Naresh Amatya, and I'm the
23 23 program manager for the Regional Transportation Plan at
24 24 SCAG. And I'll try to walk as quickly as possible
25 15:01 25 through the slides, and then we'll -- we'll open it up
Page 2 Page 4
1 SPEAKERS: 15:01 1 for discussions, questions, issues you'll have.
2 2 SCAG is -- as you know, is the largest MPO --
3 NARESH AMATYA, Transportation Program Manager I1 3 metropolitan planning organization -- in the nation out
4 JENNIFER SARNECKI, Senior Regional Planner 4 of -- out of over 700 MPOs, organizations that are
5 JESSICA KIRCHNER, Associate Regional Planner 15:01 5 responsible for doing regional planning.
6 6 There are 187 cities in the SCAG region. Out of
7 7 that, I believe 163 of them are actually members of the
8 8 association. There are a few cities that we're trying
9 9 to work with to try to also get them on board to be a
10 15:02 10 member.
11 11 It's a voluntary organization. SCAG is
12 12 experiencing, obviously, very explosive growth today.
13 13 Our population is approximately 18 million in a
14 14 six-county region. That includes Riverside County. In
15 15:02 15 2030, we expect that to grow to about 24 million. We
16 16 have the most congested roadways in the nation. Our
17 17 freight is growing by leaps and bounds. And I'll show
18 18 vyou a few slides on the actual data.
19 19 We are having, again, severe issues in terms of
20 15:02 20 open spaces, affordable housing, waste management and
21 21 water supply, as well as energy. The growth will place
22 22 tremendous demand on your infrastructure, primarily
23 23 transportation.
24 24 We expect by 2035 our demand on the transportation
25 15:03 25 system, as reflected by vehicle miles traveled, will
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15:03 1 increase by approximately 36 percent, whereas our 15:06 1 For example, a -- dedicated freeways, double-deck
2 freeway lanes, we expect them to increase -~ our network 2 freeways, would look something like this -- this is, 1
3 to increase only by about 2 percent. So the challenge 3 believe, Harbor Freeway (indicating) -- if we were to
4 is how do we accommodate the growth with the limited 4 expand our freeway system.
15:03 5 resources we have? 15:06 5 More rail would look something like this. This is
6 Our port growth has been spectacular over the last 6 a picture of the Blue Line downtown (indicating).
7 several years, and we expect the trend to continue into 7 Tunnels.
8 the future. Currently we have approximately 14 million 8 The total cost for meeting our mobiiity needs over
9 TUs or 20-foot-equivalent containers, which is a measure 9 the long haul is an estimated 140 billion. 140 billion
15:03 10 of the shipping containers that are shipped through the 15:07 10 for capital improvements.
11 region. We expect that to almost triple by 2030. 11 In addition to that, there is tremendous costs
12 Our airport demand is also growing dramatically. 12 associated with keeping and maintaining the system. So
13 Currently the total demand in the region among all of 13 we're having to look at options that we wouldn't have
14 our airports is about 88 million annual passengers. 14 contemplated ten years ago or 15 years ago.
15:04 15 What that means is 88 million troops on your aviation 15:07 15 There was an article recently in the L.A. Times
16 system a year, and we expect that to double by 2030-2035 16 about some of the transportation initiatives and
17 time frame. Our air cargo will also doubie in that time 17 limitations that we face and some of the major regional
18 frame. 18 projects that are -- that was identified in that
19 So the question is, how do we accommodate all this 19 article.
15:04 20 growth while maintaining or improving our mobility, 15:07 20 And I'm not saying that these projects are
21 economic prosperity and quality of life? So we need - 21 necessarily going to be in the plan, but this is the
22 we believe we need a vision to do that, a vision, a plan 22  kind of outside-the-box thinking that we're -- we're
23 that's measurable, that has measurable goals and 23 having to contemplate. Like, for example, the corridor
24 objectives and projects and plans that are financially 24 that links North L.A. County with San Bernardino. The
15:04 25 viable. 15:08 25 dedicated truck lanes that go from 710, 60, 15 and out.
Page 6 Page 8
15:05 1 There are several initiatives that SCAG is 15:08 1 Tunnels between Orange County and Riverside County.
2 currently working on. The land use and housing, the 2 These are some of the ideas that were identified in that
3 environmental and resource conservation, transportation 3 newspaper article.
4 planning. We have the Regional Comprehensive Plan that 4 The biggest challenge we have is how do we fund all
15:05 5 we'll be talking about a little bit. Compass 15:08 S this. We're -- The resources that we have currently are
6 Blueprint -- Blueprint work, looking at the growth 6 barely -- barely keeping pace with keeping the system
7 issues and then the Regional Transportation Plan. Those 7 up, maintaining our public transportation system,
8 are the major core planning activities that SCAG is 8 maintaining/operating the highway system and
9 going to be undertaking. 9 implementing the commitments that we already have in the
15:05 10 Today I want to talk to you primarily about the 15:09 10 books. So we're going to have to look at innovative
11 Regional Transportation Plan. Regional Transportation 11 ways of funding our future needs. And some of the
12 Plan is essentially a plan that provides the vision for 12 innovative ways would include things like user fees,
13 our transportation system over the long haul. It's a 13 sales tax hikes, gas tax hikes.
14 policy document. It has strategies. It has projects. 14 The other problem we have is meeting the air
15:05 15 It has programs to meet our mobility needs, while again 15:09 15 quality mandates and the associated heaith crisis. The
16 maintaining our air quality, maintaining our livable 16 diesel particulate matter is out of control. The diesel
17 quality and so forth. 17 particulate matters that are emitted through goods
18 50 years ago we had a lot less problems in terms of 18 mavement and transportation is a big issue in the
19 building the systems because there was more land 19 region. Our ports handle approximately 40 percent of
15:06 20 available, more opportunities available. We are -- 15:09 20 the nation's trade.
21 We're at a point where our growth opportunities are very 21 And one of the amazing statistics is our region is
22 limited. Our options to -- in order to expand our 22 exposed to about 52 percent of the total national
23  system is either to double-deck our freeway systems or 23 exposure of PM2.5. PM2.5 is fine particulate matter
24 to go tunnel where necessary. So our choices are more 24 that debilitates your lungs and causes all kinds of
15:06 25 limited than it was 50 years ago. 15:10 25 health hazards. It's the goods movements related to the
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15:10 1 PM 2.5, The diesel particulate matter are directly 15:13 1 MR./MS. PUBLIC: Could I ask a quick question?
2 related to 5400 premature deaths. 140,000 children 2 You referred to a newspaper article in the
3 having asthma, 980,000 lost workdays, 2400 3 Los Angeles Times. Can you give me anything about that
4 hospitalizations. 4 soIcan find it on the L.A. Times archives? I'd like
15:10 § If we don't reduce PM2.5 to the national standards 15:13 5 toreadit. I haven'tread it.
6 by 2014, the health crisis will continue, and we'll fall 6 MR. AMATYA: Sure, yeah, I can provide you
7 out of conformity. So, obviously, we need bold moves; 7 the information. I don't have it off the top of my
8 bold moves that can meet the standards and current goods 8 head.
9 movement system moving forward. Insufficient landside 9 MR./MS. PUBLIC: Okay. And as you went through
15:11 10 capacity to accommodate future freight movement within 15:13 10 quick -~ quickly there, you were talking about the
11 and through the region. 11  particulate matter, and I inferred from what you said
12 We cannot and will not back projects improve -- 12 that it was just the port areas that had that
13 that improve productivity without air quality attainment 13 particulate matter, or is that just anyplace in the
14 strategies. Some of our goods movement strategies 14 basin?
15:11 15 include electrifying our system so that we're totally 15:14 15 MR. AMATYA: The most severe problems are generated
16 getting rid of diesel particulate matter emissions. And 16 through port activities. There are particulate matter
17  this is our rail system currently that we're 17  issues throughout the basin.
18 contemplating looking at in terms of the feasibility of 18 MR./MS. PUBLIC: Thank you.
19 electrification. 19 MR. AMATYA: Yes, sir,
15:11 20 So where are we today in terms of developing the 15:14 20 MIKE McCOY: I'm Mike McCoy from Riverside Transit,
21 transportation plan? Transportation plan development is 21 and I was wondering if you could revise this
22 a collaborative process. We take input from the 22 presentation to include bus transportation. You've got
23  different counties. Currently we're reviewing the input 23 rail.
24 that we receive from all the counties in terms of 24 MR. AMATYA: Sure. Bus is absolutely a component
15:11 25 projects and programs and putting them together and 15:14 25 of this plan and -- absolutely.
Page 10 Page 12
15:12 1 evaluating them, utilizing our latest tools available, 15:14 1 MIKE McCOY: Okay.
2 the modeling tools available. And, you know, we hope to 2 MR. AMATYA: If you don't have any questions, I'm
3 share that result with the decision-makers. 3 going to ask Jennifer to go through her presentation.
4 We hope to address connectivity and compatibility 4 You'll have plenty of time at the end, again, to ask us
15:12 5 issues between freeways, rail lines, airports, and we 15:15 5 all questions and provide us your input.
6 are hoping to again solicit input from all the 6 And, again, the purpose of this meeting today is to
7 stakeholders, state, local, federal, community. 7 solicit input from you guys so that we can take that,
8 And this is part of that -- This workshop is part 8 and we can incorporate that as we move through the
9 of that effort to solicit input as we move forward with 9 planning process.
15:12 10 this plan development process. 15:15 10 Thank you.
11 Our objective right now is put out a draft, a draft 11 MS. SARNECKI: Hi. Good afternoon. My name is
12 for discussion -- discussion purposes, by October 2007, 12 Jennifer Sarnecki. I'm a senior planner in the
13 adraft of the Regional Transportation Plan. And then 13 environmental planning division, and I'm happy today to
14 we hope to finalize the plan by February 2008. 14 present the Regional Comprehensive Pian.
15:13 15 And I want to emphasize the fact that the Regional 15:15 15 It's a plan that we've been working on for about
16 Transportation Plan is a living document. It's -- It's 16 three years now, and it includes all these chapters
17 a document that gets continuously updated. We are 17 listed here. There's nine chapters. And the goal of
18 required by law, actually, to update every four years, 18 the plan is to look at these concepts in a very
19 and we are right in the middle of updating it as part of 19 integrated way.
15:13 20 that requirement. And we expect the document to be 15:15 20 So today I'll present some ideas behind the RCP,
21  continuously updated as we move through the 21 why we're doing it, what's included, and then I'l touch
22 implementation. 22 on some key issues in the RCP so that you have an idea
23 With that, I'm going to stop, and I'm going to ask 23 of where we're headed. And then at the end we'll take
24 Jennifer to -- to talk about the RCP. 24 comments and questions and gather your input.
15:13 25 Blue blue: 15:15 25 So first, what is the RCP? It seeks to address the
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15:16 1 forecasted growth in an interrelated way, building on 15:18 1 So as I mentioned, they're projects that are consistent
2 SCAG's 2 percent strategy. 2 with the RCP. And as I mentioned, they're the ones that
3 And just a little background. The 2 percent 3 would reduce the VMT and mitigate environmental impacts.
4 strategy is a program that allows cities to develop 4  And they would also maximize muitiple benefits, meaning
15:16 5 transit-oriented development and offers tools and 15:19 5 that regional benefits would be distributed amongst
6 expertise and funding for cities to do that. 6 other resource areas, not just transportation.
7 We're focusing on the sustainability aspect of the 7 So how do we plan for a sustainable region? The
8 Compass program, looking at how do we conserve resources 8 document will serve, as I mentioned, an integrated
9 in light of this oncoming growth. And we're also 9 resource document. So it'll include information as to
15:16 10 seeking measurable outcomes or goals and targets that we 15:19 10 how we're doing and where we want to go, and then we'll
11 hope to reach in the coming years. 11 also try to stay ahead of the curve.
12 This looks familiar (indicating). This is one of 12 So we know that there are certain federal and state
13 the slides that Naresh showed. We're a large 13 mandates coming down -- notably AB 32 -- that cities and
14 organization. We're made up of six counties, 187 14 counties will need to respond to. So if we're looking
15:16 15 cities, and there's many issues for us to deal with. So 15:19 15 at reducing greenhouse gas emissions 25 percent in the
16 bringing sustainability into the mix is a new concept in 16 next 13 years, we know that there's a lot of actions
17 many ways. 17 that cities will need to take in order to meet those
18 So why are we doing the RCP? Well, it's because, 18 requirements.
19 again, we want to raise some environmental issues. We 19 And this graphic is just showing the trend that
15:17 20 want to discuss how we can conserve resources, not only 15:20 20 needs to change (indicating). The red lines going up
21 through how we look at issues and the environmental 21  are showing where we are and where we will be if we stay
22 impact report, but how we can look at issues 22  on a business-as-usual course. The blue lines on 2010
23 holistically. But we also want to do that while we're 23 and 2020 are showing that there's a lot of work to do in
24 maintaining the economic vitality and the quality of 24 order to reach those goals set out by AB 32.
15:17 25 life. 15:20 25 So now I'll just talk generally about the RCP. We
Page 14 Page 16
15:17 1 So many people are familiar with the concept of 15:20 1 have a vision statement which is generally based on the
2 sustainability as the three Es: Economy, equity and 2 Compass 2 percent strategy. And as I mentioned, it's
3 environment. And that's how we're trying to pull the 3 also based on that idea of interrelatedness. So we want
4 plan together so that we address all those issues in 4 to recognize that interrelationship between economic
15:17 5 concert. 15:20 5 prosperity, environmental resource conservation and
6 Another reason why we're doing the Regional 6 quality of life. And we also want to do that by having
7 Comprehensive Plan is because there's new transportation 7 performance measurements and setting our goals really
8 requirements. SAFETEA-LU and some of the new 8 high so that as we continue to see this new growth
9 requirements include a mitigation program, an expanded 9 coming on line, we're doing it in a way that's
15:17 10 consultation. So we think that the RCP is one way to 15:20 10 sustainable.
11 address some of these new requirements. 11 We also have guiding principles. And these are
12 We also want to improve the intergovernmental 12 kind of a step down from that vision statement, and it
13 review process so when large projects are proposed, SCAG 13 further articulates what the Regional Comprehensive Plan
14 has the authority to review them for consistency. And 14 sets out to do. We want to improve mobility, foster
15:18 15 right now, our policies aren't really where we think 15:21 15 livability, enable prosperity and promote
16 they should be. So we want to bring them up a notch and 16 sustainability.
17 have a better process whereby we review large projects. 17 And these are just general principles, but within
18 Another element is that we think that there's an 18 each chapter we'll also further define what that means
19 opportunity to allocate state bond resources by picking 19 in terms of a resource area, such as open space.
15:18 20 projects that have multiple benefits, meaning if a 15:21 20 And, again, just connecting the dots, there's many
21 transportation project helps the air quality and reduces 21 pieces within each chapter that will implement these
22 vehicle miles traveled, then that's a project that we 22 goals. There'll be a vision statement, principles,
23 would like to see funded as opposed to one that doesn't 23 goals and the performance outcomes.
24 have as much regional benefits. 24 And what I think is the meat of the document are
15:18 25 So, for example, what are these winning projects? 15:21 25 the action plans. And these are the steps that you can
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"{15:21 1 take to help the region achieve sustainability. So a 15:25 1 The money is -- is not quite there, so we need to think
2 real -- almost a toolbox of options to address these key 2 creatively about how we fund some of these new projects.
3 issue areas. 3 Now, open space, again, is another major issue.
4 Now, this graphic just shows how we plan to address 4 We're learning that this is a very park-poor area, and
15:22 5 these issues in an interrelated way, knowing that that 15:25 5 so one of the elements that we'd like to address are how
6 spot in the middle is really where we want the projects 6 toincrease the ratio of parks to people.
7 to be (indicating). 7 We're losing our agricultural lands as well and our
8 So the rest of the presentation, I'll just go 8 natural lands, and we're also increasing the number of
9 through a few key issue areas so you can see the 9 endangered species.
15:22 10 direction we're headed, and then I'll take some 15:25 10 So with all these concerns, the open-space chapter
11 questions and comments. 11 will again, as I mentioned, increase the ratio of parks
12 So land use, we know that there's increasing 12 to people, reduce the rate of natural lands lost and
13 pressures on fand and affordability. So one of the 13 minimize the impacts that transportation has on habitat
14 options that we're addressing in the plan is using this 14 corridors.
15:22 15 transit-oriented development model. And this is just a 15:25 15 Water supply is another issue that we're dealing
16 picture of a transit station in Pasadena (indicating). 16 with. We know that we import about 75 percent of our
17 It's a train, but there's also bus options. So we hope 17 supply from outside the region. So with that in mind
18 to hook up people and their living situations with 18 and with the threats of global warming, we're concerned
19 transit and reducing VMT and helping the air quality. 19 that there won't be enough supply for the incoming
15:23 20 As I mentioned, affordability is an issue. You 15:26 20 people.
21 can't see these, but these are million-dollar homes in 21 Now, this is just a map of all the different
22 Fontana. So the fun fact or not-so-fun fact is that 22 watersheds in L.A. County (indicating). And if you
23 only 80 percent of -- or less than 80 percent of people 23 expand that out to the rest of the region, there's over
24 can afford a home in their county. 24 400 water agencies in the region. So one of the things
15:23 25 So in land use, how would we want to address these |15:26 25 that the water chapter seeks to do is to bring ail those
Page 18 Page 20
15:23 1 issues? We want to increase housing units relative to 15:26 1 voices together to plan for water supply in an
2 population and jobs. We want to increase 2 integrated way. So we'll try to increase coordination
3 transit-oriented development, and we want to give 3 among the various watershed agencies and different water
4 priority funding to transportation projects that focus 4 agencies, increase local government participation.
15:23 5 on the Compass areas. So those key areas where people | 15:26 5 We have a water policy task force that meets, and
6 are able to take transit to their work and to do other 6 we'd also like to expand the participation in that
7 things in their lives. 7 group. And we'd also like to promote policies that
8 Now, as Naresh mentioned, transportation is also a 8 address climate change.
9 big issue. Congestion and air quality are major issues. 9 As I mentioned, recent reports done by the State
15:24 10 So just look at this picture as compared to something 15:26 10 show that there's decreased snowpack and what does that
11  along these lines where there's a mixed-use situation 11 mean for our future water supply here in Southern
12 (indicating). And there's fewer impacts on vehicle 12 California.
13 miles traveled and air quality, and there's probably 13 And related to that is water quality. There were
14 some other benefits in there as well. 14 about 3,000 beach closures due to pollution in 2005, and
15:24 15 Naresh also mentioned the congestion from the ports | 15:27 15 we also have a number of impervious surfaces where the
16 and that we're a major importer. So the transportation 16  water just runs right off into the rivers and into the
17 portion of the comprehensive plan will address certain 17 oceans. So, again, the water quality portion of the
18 areas. In many ways it will be an -- a mirror image of 18 comprehensive plan will try to increase the permeability
19 what's in the transportation plan. 19  of surfaces so that water is able to drain through
15:24 20 So we'll address infrastructure and efficiency and 15:27 20 natural habitat and cleanse itself before it enters the
21 also different modes of transportation. Carpooling, 21 rivers and oceans.
22 high-speed rail, walking, et cetera. 22 We also want to reduce water impairment listings so
23 We'll also look at ways to link transportation 23 that we don't have 3,000 beach closures in one year. We
24 pianning to land use planning and developing financial 24 also want to monitor the water quality on an ongoing
15:25 25 strategies to help us get there, as Naresh mentioned. 15:27 25 basis and develop standardized mitigation approaches,
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15:27 1 and that's something that will also continue through the 15:30 1 tremendous. As it has been in the last 20 years, it's
2 environmental impact report. 2 going to be tremendous, especially in the Riverside
3 1 mentioned only a few. These are other chapters 3 County, San Bernardino County, the Inland Empire.
4 that we're dealing with. And in the interest of time, I 4 We -- And you must have seen recently a lot of
15:28 5 won't go through them all, but every issue is important. 15:31 5 newspaper articles that talk about the statewide growth
6 And as I mentioned, we're looking at them in a very 6 being double by 2050. Right now, the statewide
7 integrated, holistic way, so no issue can really be seen 7 population is about 35 million. It's expected to
8 by itself. 8 double. And Riverside County, it's the -- the increase
9 The RCP has been a long, three-year process. It's 9 is even more dramatic.
15:28 10 included a number of task forces and working groups. 15:31 10 So the chailenge is how do we accommodate that
11 We've had elected officials involved. We've had experts 11 tremendous growth in terms of infrastructure needs?
12 in the various topics involved. We've had presentations 12 That's one challenge.
13 from various state agencies/other experts on certain 13 Two, goods movement is -- is seen as one of the
14 issues, and it's been a very involved process. 14 biggest, again, challenges that we face as a region.
15:28 15 So our next steps are to get input not only from 15:31 15 Our ports not only handle goods that are consumed in
16 you but from everyone else in the region. We continue 16 this region, but -- a larger share of the goods that
17 to do public presentations throughout the region, and we 17 come through the port are consumed elsewhere, but yet
18 plan to then release the draft in the fall of 2007. 18 we're having to bear the brunt of the burden in terms of
19 And, again, we'll still be taking input on that and 19 accommodating infrastructure that not only we -- we
15:29 20 looking at ways we can improve it. We're hoping to 15:31 20 need, but the rest of the country also needs.
21 adopt it in late 2007, although we're linking it with 21 So there is the issue of how do we get everybody
22 the transportation plans schedule, so it may slip a 22  that benefits from the system to contribute in the
23 little bit into early 2008. 23 system?
24 We're making updates on our website on a continual 24 Air quality crisis, again, like I mentioned, is we
15:29 25 basis, so please take a look. There's an opportunity 15:32 25 see the health crisis as a major issue that we need to
Page 22 Page 24
15:29 1 there where you can send in your comments right from the | 15:32 1 address. In fact, we believe that unless we address
2 website. 2 those health crisis, air-quality-related issues, the
3 You can also call any one of us. We have a hotline 3 communities are going to be -- are not going to allow
4 set up where you can leave any questions or concerns you 4 major improvements to be implemented in this region. So
15:29 5 may have. 15:32 5 we see that not only from the need for -- for -- you
6 And I also -- I brought business cards along. If 6 know, for addressing the issue itself but also in terms
7 anyone wants to take them and call me later. If you 7  of addressing the -- our -- our need to accommodate the
8 have any questions or concerns, please do so. 8 growth also. Depends on our ability to resolve the -~
9 And I forgot to mention at the outset of my 9 resolve those issues.
15:29 10 presentation that we do have a court reporter here; that 15:32 10 I can go on and on in terms of all the issues that
11 if you need to leave at any time, you can leave your 11  we're -- that we face.
12 comments with her, and you can take off. 12 An airport is another big issue. We've got a huge
13 we'll also have comment cards in the back in case 13 airport in LAX, but LAX is pretty much blocked, and
14 you want to just take one with you and send it in. 14 there's no room to grow. And, therefore, we have to
15:30 15 And that concludes my presentation. And now T'll 15:33 15 look at other options to accommodate the demand.
16 invite Naresh up, if anyone has questions or comments 16 And there's no - there's no question that if we
17 for either of us. 17 accept that our growth is going to be as dramatic as we
18 MR. AMATYA: I'd like to open up by briefly stating 18 believe it is going to be, then the aviation demand is
19 that, again, the purpose here is really to solicit input 19 going to be even dramatic because on a per-capita basis,
15:30 20 from you guys. What we're trying to do here is to -- 15:33 20 the demand has gone up very rapidly. And so our choices
21 again, to identify to you what we see as major issues 21 in terms of accommodating our airport needs is going to
22 that we're trying to grapple with and deal with in terms 22 have to be - be, you know, improvements outside LAX.
23 of both RTP and RCP. 23 Ontario Airport is probably going to be an airport
24 And those big issues that we talked about includes 24 that is very significant in the region in the future to
15:30 25 the growth. We see that the growth is going to be 15:33 25 be able to accommodate growth.
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15:33 1 So, I mean, these are the issues that we're 15:36 1 of the plan and so forth. So you'll have that
2 grappling with, again, like I said, finance -- 2 opportunity.
3 transportation finance, and we're -- we're barely able 3 And then finally, once it's adopted, it becomes the
4 to keep up with the system that we have right now let 4 governing document. And then we'll come out again and
15:33 5 alone, you know, be able to fund all the improvements 15:36 5 inform you guys that this is what is in the plan and --
6 that we're going to need. 6 you know, and so forth.
7 So we're going to have to come up with creative 7 MS. MEANEY: And, Naresh, you might want to add
8 solutions, not just making people pay or users pay for 8 once the draft is available, it'll be online, and you'll
9 part of the -- part of the system, but also other 9 be able to review it and make online comments as well.
15:34 10 mechanisms like, for example, container fee on -- on 15:37 10 MR. AMATYA: Sure, that's a good point. So this is
11 container cargos, for example, as -- as one of the 11 not the fast. This is just the beginning.
12 mechanisms to pay for all those infrastructure needs. 12 MR./MS. PUBLIC: I was trying to recall the
13 So these are some of the big-ticket issues that -- 13 definition or the kind of focus of the Compass 2 percent
14 that we are -- we are looking at, we are considering as 14 strategy. If I recall correctly, it's 2 percent of
15:34 15 we -- as we go through the process of developing a plan | 15:37 15 the -- or growth -- the projected growth through 2030
16 and eventually putting out a draft, that again that -- 16 can be accommodated on 2 percent of the land base within
17 that we will circulate and we will come out and talk 17 the SCAG area.
18 about and get more feedback from -- from all parts of 18 Is that essentially what the 2 percent is?
19  the region, including you guys here. 19 MS. KIRCHNER: Correct, yeah. They're key
15:34 20 With that, I'll open up again for questions or 15:37 20 strategic areas that have access to transit.
21 comments, input. 21 MR./MS. PUBLIC: Kind of nodes or corridors?
22 MR./MS. PUBLIC: Question: Once you draft both the 22 MS. KIRCHNER: Correct.
23 RTF and RCP and -- you said late this year will we get 23 MR./MS. PUBLIC: And that represents 2 percent of
24 another chance to review that and comment on that. 24 the land base within SCAG?
15:35 25 MR. AMATYA: Absolutely. I-- What I should sayis |15:37 25 MS. KIRCHNER: Correct.
Page 26 Page 28
15:35 1 our outreach strategy is basically -- There are several 15:37 1 MR. AMATYA: That's the basic understanding. My
2 layers to our outreach strategy. 2 understanding is that actually, if you look at it more
3 One is most of the -- most of the plan development 3 precisely, it's less than 2 percent but 2 percent --
4 process is -- relies on our task force and committee 4 percent --
15:35 5 structures. We have -- Part of what SCAG does in terms | 15:38 5 MR./MS. PUBLIC: It's a good number.
6 of consensus -- in consensus building is we have -- we 6 MS. KIRCHNER: It's round.
7 have committee and task force structure within SCAG that 7 MR./MS. PUBLIC: Rather than 1.97 or something.
8 we take all of the information analysis, what have you, 8 MR. AMATYA: It's a good, round number.
9 through those task forces and committees. And -- and 9 MR./MS. PUBLIC: So you'll have a clear definition
15:35 10 the final action is -- is up to our board, obviously, 15:38 10 of that sort of as the point of departure for addressing
11 which is regional council, which is made of elected 11 growth as part of the RCP, in addressing land use as the
12 officials from the six-county region. 12 component?
13 And so my point is, there is a lot of opportunity 13 MS. KIRCHNER: Right, yeah. We're building off of
14 in terms of participate in that task force itself. 14 that to really focus on sustainability within those
15:36 15 That's one. 15:38 15 areas, and then also beyond that, what it means to be
16 Two, we're going to again conduct workshops like 16 sustainable within the region. So it's a point of
17 this. Before we put out the plan, we're going to have 17 departure, but it's taken --
18 several more down the road. And also, once we put out 18 MR./MS. PUBLIC: Sustainability means a lot of
19 the draft, we're going to come out and, again, like I 19 different things, a lot of different people.
15:36 20 said, get your feedback on -- on the plan itself. 15:38 20 MS. KIRCHNER: That's true, yes. That's why we
21 By that time, hopefully we'll have -- we'll have 21 were trying to define it through our guiding principles.
22 specific information to talk about. "Here's the plan, 22 Twasn't able to put all the words up on the slide. It
23 here's how much it's going to cost, and here's how we 23 would have been overwhelming.
24  think it's going to perform.” And, you know, let us 24 But we've added that information onto your website
15:36 25 know if we got it right, if you need to tweak some parts 15:38 25 as well, and I'd be happy to send you the exact
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15:38 1 definition of sustainability. 15:42 1 we'll have new policies.
2 MR. AMATYA: Yes, sir. 2 MR. AMATYA: I think SCAG's authority in terms of
3 MR./MS. PUBLIC: I have a number of questions, but 3 ensuring consistency with RCP and RTP is somewhat
4 TI'll just do one. 4 limited, and I'll --
15:39 5 Under your paying for improvements in the RTP, you 15:42 5 MR./MS. PUBLIC: I'm sorry. I couldn't hear you.
6 mention user tolls, things to -- gas hike. But, you 6 MR. AMATYA: Somewhat limited. SCAG's authority in
7 know, there's a number of other tolls. The one I'm 7 terms of transportation, the requirements are pretty
8 thinking the most is -- I know at the local level, even 8 specific. If you have a transportation project that is
9 at the county levels, have development impact fees, you 9 seeking federal funds or seeking NEPA ciearance,
15:39 10 have it in Riverside County. 15:42 10 obviously the project has to be consistent with SCAG's
11 Have you looked at that at a regional level or 11 plans and programs.
12 something like that for larger-scale improvements? 12 And so if you're trying to seek environmental
13 MR. AMATYA: We haven't looked at it at a regional 13 clearance on a transportation project, for example, that
14 level. Of course, there's a lot of politics associated 14 has reasonable significance, it has to be in the plan.
15:39 15 with it. Right now, I know, you know, Metro, they're 15:42 15 So when we review the project, we'll identify that
16 doing a nexus study on looking at whether something like 16 through the -- through the IGR process.
17 that is going to be feasible for L.A. County. Iknow 17 MR./MS. PUBLIC: But that's only transportation.
18 San Bernardino is pursuing the same thing. 18 MR. AMATYA: That's transportation. But in terms
19 So there are a lot of -- a lot of work that's going 19 of other growth requirements, again, as I said up front,
15:39 20 on county level, but from the regional standpoint, 15:42 20 SCAG is an association of governments so it's a
21 because SCAG is a planning agency, something like that 21 voluntary organization where our policies are going to
22 would be perceived as -- as implementation. It's going 22 be primarily recommendations. And so it's going to be a
23 to -- It's going to require a lot of legislative -- 23 challenge in terms of really translating the policies
24 legislative relief for SCAG to be able to pursue 24 into -- into actual actions on the ground, and we are --
15:40 25 something like that on a regional -- regional basis. 15:43 25 we are cognizant of those challenges.
Page 30 Page 32
15:40 1 So we've -- we've relied, again, like I said, 15143 1 MR./MS. PUBLIC: But I think it -- I think you have
2 primarily on work that counties have done to the state, 2 a responsibility, if it's truly a Regional Comprehensive
3  and itis -- it is in the mix, in the plan. In terms 3 Plan, to provide a forum for evaluating, you know, local
4 of -- In terms of forecasting our future revenue, we are 4 projects in terms of consistency and its contribution
15:40 5 anticipating that some of those measures are going to be | 15:43 5 regionally but set in appropriate set of criteria or
6 in place through the plan period. 6 threshoids that truly warrant regional review don't
7 MR. AMATYA: Yes, sir. 7 bring it down so low that it's almost meaningless on
8 MR./MS. PUBLIC: I'm curious what your thoughts are 8 a--you know, a small - it's almost a micro-scale
9 in terms of the intergovernmental review process. 9 review that doesn't, you know, contribute to a
15:40 10 What's anticipated in terms of changes and review 15:44 10 macro-scale evaluation.
11 for local projects and consistency with the RCP the RTP? 11 MS. KIRCHNER: Right now, we only analyze projects
12 MS. KIRCHNER: The main change that I anticipate is 12  or comment on projects that meet that threshold of
13 that there'll be a new set of policies that we will 13 regional significance. I don't remember the numbers,
14 address through our comment period. 14 butit'sa--
15:41 15 Right now, if you know, the policies are very 15:44 15 MR./MS. PUBLIC: It's fairly substantial, and I
16 general and broad. So what we're trying to do is really 16 think it's - you know, it's appropriate to take another
17 bring them more in line with what a true comment policy 17 look at those in light of kind of the impacts of those
18 would be. Something along the lines of new projects, or 18 generate and the contribution from a regional context,
19 we encourage future projects to look at X, something 19 but it's appropriate to get that kind of level of
15:41 20 along those lines. 15:44 20 review.
21 Right now, they're very general where they say 21 But, you know, previously when we first started out
22 something like, "We would really like it if future 22 with that, if you had an air quality element that was
23 projects have study infrastructure," so that would be 23 found to be consistent with the AQMD, as I recall, then
24 the main change. 24 you were exempted from the regional review and then that
15:41 25 In terms of process, I can't speculate on that, but 15:44 25 kind of transitioned over time, if my recollection is
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15:44 1 correct, in terms of that screening. 15:47 1 are floating at this point; not necessarily ideas
2 Is there going to be any type -- any type of -- 2 that -- that have the consensus or that are actually
3 sort of exemption, or everything's going to be subject 3 finding -- making -- going to make it into -- A lot of
4 to intergovernmental review? 4 work needs to be done to solidify those ideas.
15:45 5 MR. AMATYA: We are internally reviewing our 15:47 5 MS. KIRCHNER: But I think the short answer is this
6 intergovernmental review process right now. And again, 6 RCP will not --
7 you know, within the limits of SCAG's authority, we are 7 MR./MS. PUBLIC: Will not be that.
8 looking at ways to improve that process so that in -- 8 MS. KIRCHNER: -- will not be that yet.
9 you know, in -- the evaluation process is meaningful, 9 MR./MS. PUBLIC: So right now, funding --
15:45 10 and it translates into actions. 15:47 10 transportation funding will not be tied through this
11 MR./MS. PUBLIC: You know, if it isn't voluntarily 11 process to land use decisions?
12 dirculated through like an environmental document, isn't 12 MS. KIRCHNER: Not --
13 circulated to SCAG, then maybe you can invoke a process 13 MR. AMATYA: Honestly, this cycle, probably not.
14 where OPR, you know, sends you a regionally significant 14 But again, you know, we'll -- we'll try to probably
15:45 15 project, and you do have an opportunity to comment. And | 15:48 15 continue -- try to push the envelope in trying to
16 it seems like it's appropriate for SCAG to comment. 16 relate -- relate the land -- at least start looking at
17 MS. KIRCHNER: That's a good suggestion. 17 some incentive, some mechanisms to incentivize complying
18 MR./MS. PUBLIC: We already do that, don't we? 18  with the fand use vision that we'll put forth,
19 MR. AMATYA: We do that. 19 MR./MS. PUBLIC: I have one more question. It has
15:45 20 MR./MS. PUBLIC: It's not consistent. 15:48 20 to do with attainment.
21 MR. AMATYA: The consistent is -- Tracy, you were 21 And you had mentioned on one of the slides -- and
22 going to -- have a question. 22 this is just a comment on your presentation, the very
23 MR./MS. PUBLIC: I just had a question. To 23 first presentation. You had mentioned that if we don't
24 continue on the Compass and how projects are defined to 24  reduce the PM2.5 pollutants, that we'll face the health
15:46 25 be consistent with the RCP or with the Compass growth 15:48 25 crisis. And I think that you clearly defined what the
Page 34 Page 36
15:46 1 vision, you'd mentioned that there's possibly some goals | 15:48 1 health crisis is.
2 of tying transportation funding and ability to acquire 2 But then you say we will fall out of attainment.
3 funding to be consistent not only with the RTP as far as 3 What does falling out of attainment mean? I don't
4 the transportation project goes but with the Compass 4 know that everybody knows that right off the tip of
15:46 5 2 percent strategy. 15:48 5 their tongue what that means and what the consequences
6 Will there be a time when it's clearly defined what 6 are for falling out of attainment and not being in
7 the Compass 2 percent strategy is, and it'll -- one 7 conformance with your air quality standards. You might
8 document that you'll be able to go to and pick it up and 8 want to clarify that in the presentation.
9 review your project or review your development and find 9 MR. AMATYA: That's a good point.
15:46 10 out if you're really consistent or not as opposed to 15:49 10 Basically, EPA establishes pollutant criteria --
11 having the myriad of documents that we have now? 11 criterias that -- thresholds that we have to meet by a
12 Will the RCP be that document, and then the growth 12 certain time frame. And 2015 is -- is one of the -- is
13 forecast that's carried through the RTP be what you 13 one of those target years by which we have to meet the
14 compare your projects to, or is it going to be broader 14 thresholds for PM2.5 or NOx, nitrous oxide, which is
15:46 15 or - You know, I hope it's never going to be 15:49 15 basic a precursor of PM2.5.
16 site-specific, but -- at least if your city or your 16 And AQMD, which is the South Coast Air Quality
17 agency is meeting the broad goals and defining things, 17 Management District and other -- other air districts in
18 but is there going to be one location? 18 the region, they have the responsibility of developing
19 Because right now, I know Compass isn't very well 19 an action plan that will get us there, That'll get us
15:47 20 defined, and it's hard to determine if you're consistent 15:49 20 to that attainment.
21 or not, especially when you start tying funding to it. 21 And transportation is obviously a big piece of
22 That really does become a -- That's new to 22 complying with the -- with the air quality mandate. In
23 transportation is the tying of funding to land use 23 other words, in order to meet the target, transportation
24  decisions. So that's -- that's a lot -- 24 has to do its share to be able to meet the -- meet the
15:47 25 MR. AMATYA: Again, those are just ideas that we 15:50 25 target.
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15:50 1 And so there are thresholds or their budgets, 15:52 1 MR./MS. PUBLIC: Well, one, I'd encourage you to
2 emission budgets, that are established for different -- 2 look at trying to regional- -- subregionalize those
3 different pollution sources. And mobile -- mobile 3 within SCAG and make them -- the inventories match the
4 source or sources are pollution, are -- Transportation 4 air pollution control or air district boundaries and
15:50 5 is one of the arenas that we are -- SCAG is responsible 15:53 5 work with the air districts so that you can maybe -- you
6 for complying with. 6 know, there isn't a duplicate effort that the districts,
7 So whatever plan we put out has to -~ has to be 7 you know, take on later on. And maybe they can
8 able to meet that budget that's established through the 8 supplement your effort to at least get a head start on
9 AQMD and the State implementation landing process. And 9 it so that there's sort of an economy of scale and, you
15:50 10 like I said, one of the pollutants that we have to 15:53 10 know, extra benefit in terms of the effort.
11 comply with is PM2.5 and NOx by 2015. 2017, the actual 11 MR. AMATYA: There are a number of efforts that are
12 date - actual year by which the threshold has to be 12 going on at the state level in terms of, again, you
13 met. 13 know, developing rules, guidelines to actually implement
14 But 2014 is when ~- is the last year we have to be 14 AB 32.
15:51 15 able to demonstrate that we have strategies in place to 15:53 15 And one of the -- one of the vehicles for
16 achieve that. And, therefore, 2014 is -- is one of the 16 implementing that is -- at least at the state level,
17 years that you will hear a lot. 17 there they're fooking at -- the California
18 And the conseguences of not being able to comply 18 Transportation Commission develops guidelines for RTP,
19 with that, at least from the transportation side, 19 and they're currently reviewing their guidelines to
15:51 20 besides not being able to maintain -- achieve our, you 15:53 20 incorporate AB 32 requirements and developing rules as
21 know, health goals and, you know, air quality goals is 21 to how the transportation plans are going to address
22 that the federal funding component of the transportation 22 the -- the greenhouse gas.
23 of the transportation plan, which is a significant 23 MR./MS. PUBLIC: I think they're a member of the
24 amount of funding that comes to this region to implement 24 governor's --
15:51 25 our transportation projects, could be jeopardized if we 15:54 25 MS. KIRCHNER: Climate Action Team.
Page 38 Page 40
15:51 1 don't meet the -- the standards by then. 15:54 1 MR./MS. PUBLIC: -- current action team and Climate
2 So that's really the implication. If you have a -- 2 Action Team. But still, I think - you're not going to
3 If you have significant transportation projects, that's 3 be able to wait on ARB. They're probably not going to
4 the -- that's going to rely on federal funds, those 4 have sort of land use guidance and even probably -- you
15:51 5 projects could be impacted if you don't meet those -- 15:54 5 know, transportation planning guidance by that time.
6 those emission standards. I hope that clarifies. 6 But I think to the extent at least the inventory is
7 Yes. 7 useful for then other jurisdictions, and you'll
8 MR./MS. PUBLIC: While we're on the topic of 8 certainly be breaking new ground, so to speak, on
9 emissions, you mentioned AB 32. Recognize that. 9 setting up a methodology for analysis. And hopefully we
15:52 10 What do you anticipate in terms of establishing a 15:54 10 can tier jurisdiction, member counties, and then maybe
11 baseline? Are you going to do an inventory and try and 11 even cities can tier from that. So I'd encourage you to
12 establish that at 1990 level and current level and make 12 think about the utility of the document subsequent to
13 projection, or what's your -- 13 that.
14 MR. AMATYA: That's ARB's job, to be honest with 14 MR. AMATYA: Yes.
15:52 15 you. 15:55 15 MONICA SOUCIER: My name's Monica Soucier, and I'm
16 MS. KIRCHNER: Well, within -- 16 new to all this. I'm with the Imperial County Air
17 MR./MS. PUBLIC: We're all saying that. 17 Poliution Controt District.
18 MS. KIRCHNER: Within the environmental impact 18 And just to clarify a little bit on that, CAAPCO --
19 report, we will do an inventory of greenhouse gases. 19 which is the California Association of Air Pollution
15:52 20 Right now, we don't know exactly what our threshold will | 15:55 20 Control Officers -- is currently working on thresholds
21 be. We're still discussing that through the process. 21 for the greenhouse emissions, and they are related to
22 And, obviously, we're reading these attorney general 22 land use and I am part of that subcommittee because
23 letters that many counties and cities have received on 23 each district has been asked to be part of that
24 their environmental impact reports. So we're still 24 subcommittee.
15:52 25 working through that, but we will address it. 15:55 25 You may want to get on their website -- they're
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15:55 1 putting updates on that -- and contact the association, 16:11 1 So we're preparing a program EIR, which is
2 and they will be relaying that information to the CARB 2 different from a project EIR. It's not
3 and CARB will be setting something up based on what 3 project-specific. It is an informational document, as
4 CAAPCO comes up with. 4 are all EIRs, and it evaluates the RTP and the RCP at
15:55 5 MS. KIRCHNER: Thank you. 16:11 5 the program level.
6 MR./MS. PUBLIC: What's the website? 6 It's, once again, not project-specific, so we're
7 MONICA SOUCIER: CAAPCO, C-A-P-C-O, California 7 looking at the entire plan and everything that's
8  Association of Air Pollution Control Organizations. 8 included, including all of the growth impacts between
9 MR./MS. PUBLIC: Is CAAPCO working on methodology 9 now and 2035, which is our horizon year. And we're
15:56 10 also? 16:11 10 including mitigation measures to reduce those impacts.
11 MONICA SOUCIER: They have several subcommittees. 11 The scope of the EIR, this is pretty standard.
12 I'm only part of the land use subcommittee that -- There 12 Aesthetics are -- For example, would the plan have
13 are several of them, and they're based under the 13  a significant effect on scenic vistas? So those are the
14 planning managers. So they'll have -- you'll see the 14 sorts of issues that we would be looking at in
15:56 15 CAAPCO and then the planning managers, and then you'll 116:11 15 aesthetics.
16 come down and see all the subcommittees. 16 Air quality, we've talked about briefly.
17 MS. KIRCHNER: Any more questions? 17 Bio, cultural resources, energy, geology, land use
18 If not, we're scheduled for a break, and then we'll 18 and housing, noise, population, public services,
19 move forward with the Environmental Impact Report 19 transportation, water resources, these are all pretty
15:56 20 presentation. And there'll be time to take your 16:12 20 broad categories.
21 comments. So we'll be back about 4:10. 21 And we're also going to be looking at right now
22 (Interruption in proceedings.) 22 three different alternatives. The first is the
23 MR./MS. PUBLIC: Will this RCP/RTP combination 23 no-project alternative, which essentially is what would
24 become the new blueprint under Caltrans, or will the 24 happen if there was no RTP, if we weren't preparing an
16:09 25 blueprint stay the Compass program? 16:12 25 RTP, which is what the future would look like.
Page 42 Page 44
16:09 1 MS. KIRCHNER: I believe that they will stay 16:12 1 The second would be if we just took the 2004 RTP
2 separate. This won't replace the blueprint. 2 and modified some of the population information, but it
3 MR./MS. PUBLIC: Okay. 3 wouldn't include any of the RCP policies and
4 MS. KIRCHNER: So my name is Jessica Kirchner. I'm 4 recommendations that we're making.
16:09 5 an associate environmental planner with SCAG. And I'm | 16:12 5 And the third is what we've been calling
6 going to talk to you very briefly about the EIR. And 6 environmentally superior, and it's basically a reduced
7 this is sort of the formal scoping portion of the 7 consumption alternative, really trying to be aggressive
8 meeting. 8 in meeting AB 32 requirements and even possibly going
9 The purpose of this meeting is really to provide 9 beyond AB 32.
16:10 10 the public with an opportunity to learn about the RTP 16:12 10 The schedule, it's still a little in flux. But the
11  and the RCP and also to solicit your input specifically 11 most important thing to notice is that we have a 45-day
12 on environmental issues that you feel should be 12 comment period once the EIR is released.
13 addressed in the EIR. 13 And that's the overview of the EIR. So this is the
14 And just as a way of background, we're doing a 14 portion where we really wanted to get input on
16:10 15 combined EIR for these two documents, so there willbe [ 16:13 15 environmental issues, things that you feel should be
16 one EIR for both documents. 16 addressed in the EIR for the RTP and the RCB.
17 So the RTP, you already heard a lot about it. It's 17 Yes.
18 projects, policies, strategies, aviation, public/private 18 MR./MS. PUBLIC: The 45 days is by state law that
19 investments. 19 the EIR must be circulated; right?
16:10 20 RCP, you heard a lot about that too, and it's a 16:13 20 MS. KIRCHNER: (Indicating.)
21 companion document to the RTP. It includes the goals, 21 MR./MS. PUBLIC: Seems kind of short to apply that
22 policies and actions, with a focus on sustainability. 22 to such a comprehensive plan. Is there any chance that
23 And it essentially provides mitigation for the growth 23 that's going to be extended, the comment period?
24 and RTP impacts as required under SAFETEA-LU, and 24 MS. KIRCHNER: I mean, we haven't -- the 45 days is
16:10 25 Jennifer talked a little bit about SAFETEA-LU. 16:13 25 what's required under the law, and we don't, right now,

11 (Pages 41 to 44)

HUTCHINGS COURT REPORTERS, LLC - GLOBAL LEGAL SERVICES

800.697.3210



S0. CA. ASSOCIATION OF GOVERNMENTS RTP & RCP WORKSHOP AND PEIR SCOPING MEETING July 24, 2007

TRANSCRIPT OF PROCEEDINGS

Page 45 Page 47
16:13 1 have plans to extend it. 16:16 1 set standard.
2 MR./MS. PUBLIC: Okay. 2 MR./MS. PUBLIC: But maybe, you know, what might be
3 MR./MS. PUBLIC: But you have the option to? 3 appropriate are like looking at regional parks within
4 MS. KIRCHNER: We do have the option to if we 4 the regional scale of this. Might be appropriate, kind
16:14 S wanted. 16:16 5 of, to set a standard, you know. SCAG could set a
6 MR./MS. PUBLIC: I guess I'm inclined to think like 6 standard.
7 a 60-day would be appropriate, given the large scale of 7 MS. KIRCHNER: Right.
8 this. 8 MR./MS. PUBLIC: The local parks and community
9 MR. AMATYA: In all likelihood, actually 9 parks kind of gets down to jurisdiction, but like X
16:14 10 (unintelligible) is given depending on when the plan 16:17 10 number per, you know -- by area and -- and geographic
11 gets released. 11 area within a regional park and what it serves in terms
12 MS. KIRCHNER: Right. 12 of population base.
13 A lot of our schedule also depends on the RTP 13 Will you have an inventory of existing and --
14 schedule, and there are a lot of different factors that 14 MS. KIRCHNER: We do.
16:14 15 are pushing them further back. And we have to send our | 16:17 15 MR./MS. PUBLIC: -- a projection of needs relative
16 document up to the State, I believe, in April. It has 16 to population growth?
17 to be certified by April, so we have some time 17 MS. KIRCHNER: Well, we have an inventory. We
18 constraints on the schedule. 18 haven't gotten to the needs relative to population
19 MR./MS. PUBLIC: The RTP has to be -- 19 growth yet.
16:14 20 MS. KIRCHNER: The RTP has to be certified. 16:17 20 MR./MS. PUBLIC: And will these be -- You said the
21 MR./MS. PUBLIC: Certified by -- is that Department 21 details won't be in the EIR.
22 of Transportation? 22 Will there be sort of background reports?
23 MS. KIRCHNER: Is it -- Yeah, by Caltrans. 23 MS. KIRCHNER: 1t'll be in the RCP and also in
24 MR. AMATYA: By the federal agencies, actually, the 24 background reports, so we're still finalizing all the
16:14 25 certification by FTA and FHWA and FTC jointly. 16:17 25 information. It's going to be in the RCP primarily,
Page 46 Page 48
16:15 1 MR./MS. PUBLIC: How we address open space, for 16:17 1 though.
2 example, you know, I think there was a -- in the last 2 MR./MS. PUBLIC: I know the Compass Blueprint's not
3 one, there was a kind of comprehensive inventory of 3 part of this, but the 2 percent strategy -- a lot of the
4 vegetation types and habitat types and all that. 4 Compass Blueprint's been incorporated into these others.
16:15 5 Are you repeating that or using that? 16:18 5 So would that be part of this, or is the Compass
6 MS. KIRCHNER: Well, I'm glad you asked that. 6 Blueprint going to be completely separate? ’
7 We actually are -- in the RCP, we're doing a lot of 7 MS. KIRCHNER: I might ask Naresh to talk a little
8 work on open space, and that will be incorporated. It 8  bit about this, but it -- the Compass is included in
9 won't be included so much in the EIR. 9 terms of the growth the way that we look at --
16:15 10 What's going to be in the EIR is still going to be 16:18 10 MR. AMATYA: Compass is an input to your growth
11 pretty basic, but the RCP has a whole open-space program 11 forecast.
12 that's looking at agricultural lands, community open 12 MR./MS. PUBLIC: Okay.
13 space and natural lands and developing a conservation 13 MR. AMATYA: And -- And growth forecast, you know,
14 strategy for the region. So we're doing a lot more open 14 dictates everything. All the planning we do, basically
16:16 15 space than we did previously. 16:18 15 including transportation planning and Regional
16 MR./MS. PUBLIC: Are you trying to set standards 16 Comprehensive Plan, all that growth basically sets the
17 by -- you know, like per capita or something? 17 stage for -- for our planned growth.
18 MS. KIRCHNER: We were -- We're looking at a couple 18 MR./MS. PUBLIC: I just want to comment on that
19 different things. We are looking at parks-to-people 19 too. The land use and housing chapter, at the last
16:16 20 ratios, and we're also looking at sort of a needs 16:19 20 Regional Comprehensive Plan task force meeting, the
21 assessment level of service criteria, which is something 21 primary goal of that chapter is to implement the Compass
22 that we feel -- the region is so different that there 22 2 percent strategy. So I think that it is being
23 wouldn't be one ratio that would fit everybody. So we 23 incorporated into the Regional Comprehensive Plan, at
24 thought this might help cities and communities to 24 least by reference and by setting it up as the goal.
16:16 25 evaluate their own areas individually rather than one 16:19 25 Just throw that comment --
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-116:19 1 MR./MS. PUBLIC: Is there a -- Are you preparing a 16:22 1 are going to establish are going to be demonstrated to
2 land use inventory based on jurisdictions' general plans 2 be in compliance by the confirming document. The
3 as part of the RCP? 3 confirming document is a separate document, is a
4 MS. KIRCHNER: Right now, what we're using is 4 document that we develop as part of the supporting
16:19 5 SCAG's 2005 land use data, and that was updated, I 16:22 5 document for the RTP itself, and that'll have all the
6 believe, with general plans. It's the most current 6 discussions on -- on air quality (unintelligible).
7 information that we have. 7 And I believe the EIR is going to have discussions
8 MR./MS. PUBLIC: 1 think it was built up from the 8 on the impact of air quality itself and not so much
9 local COGs and -- 9 meeting -- meeting the budgets, and so forth, because
16:20 10 MR./MS. PUBLIC: Can I ask you on your air quality? 16:23 10 it's a little different -- different, you know --
11 MS. KIRCHNER: Sure, 11 MS. KIRCHNER: It's more looking at what are the
12 MR./MS. PUBLIC: I'm assuming that -- correct me if 12 impacts of all these projects. What is the air going to
13 I'm wrong -- that based on what's on the RTP and the RCP 13 look like in 2035? That's one way to think of it.
14 is what you're going to put in the program EIR; correct? 14 And it's not really constrained by budgets or by
16:20 15 The information as far as air quality, for example, 16:23 15 the federal standards. It's just looking at it and
16 on the RTP there seem to be centering on PM2.5 as the 16 saying, "Is the air going to be better or worse, and is
17 most important criteria pollutant nationally. And I'm 17 that going to be because of this project, because of the
18 assuming, because this is a federal-type funding 18 plan?"
19 program, that has to be national standards and not 19 MR./MS. PUBLIC: Okay. Because it's difficult for
16:20 20 California state standards that are going to be used as 16:23 20 me to form any type of viable comment for you unless I
21 a baseline. 21  know what source you're using because, in theory, the
22 MR. AMATYA: We -- We have to meet both California 22 Imperial County does not have any real problem with
23 and federal -- California (unintelligible). 23 using South Coast criteria except that we have transport
24 MR./MS. PUBLIC: Yes, it is the most stringent 24 issues, and we're -- very serious transport issues from
16:21 25 standard. 16:23 25 Mexico.
Page 50 Page 52
16:21 1 MS. KIRCHNER: Actually, it's a California 16:23 1 And when you address PM2.5, which we are in
2 document. So what goes in the EIR is what's under 2 attainment except for the city of Calexico, which is our
3 California law. That's generally -- 3 most southern city, you know, we get into some battles.
4 MR. AMATYA: But I think your point is that 4 We get into some real big battles with South Coast, with
16:21 5 there -- the transportation plan has to have -- there is 16:24 5 just about everybody on this issue.
6 analysis that's relative to air quality, the emissions 6 And our biggest problem, we are the number one
7 analysis, or what we call the conformity analysis. 7 highest county rated for asthma per capita in our
8 That's going to be part of the RTP. 8 district but not because of PM2.5; because of PM10. So
9 MS. KIRCHNER: That's not in the EIR. 9 if you're not analyzing PM10, you're only analyzing
16:21 10 MR./MS. PUBLIC: That's not part of the EIR? 16:24 10 PM2.5, then it does our district no good.
11 MS. KIRCHNER: That's separate from the EIR. 11 But the problem is that it backlashes on us in that
12 That's included in the RTP, which is -- it's a federal 12 we have developers that come in with projects and say,
13 requirement. The EIR is a state requirement, and it 13 "Well, SCAG said" -- "SCAG's report said," and we -- we
14 looks at air quality a little bit differentty. 14 have to sit there and argue and say, "We don't care what
16:21 15 MR./MS. PUBLIC: Can you tell me what -- at this 16:24 15 SCAG said. This is what your emission inventory says.
16 point, are you going to be using South Coast criteria -- 16 This is what our attainment status is per EPA, per
17 MS. KIRCHNER: I--I'm not an air quality expert 17 California Air Resources Board." And it becomes a
18 so I can't tell you specifically what's going to be 18 probiem.
19 included, but if you want to give me your comments, I 19 And so my -- it's really hard for me to make -- And
16:22 20 can certainly -- either I can take your comment and get 16:25 20 that's why I was sent here, to understand how this
21  back to you, or you can let me know what you want, and I 21 process worked, to understand how we're going to comment
22 can find someone who can get back to you. But I'm not 22 and to understand that we need to be a -- in a good
23  sure that I'm the best person -- 23 working relationship and be proactive in this whole
24 MR. AMATYA: I think the short answer is the South 24 situation. And rather than sit there and argue with
16:22 25 Coast -- the budgets that the South Coast and the ARP 16:25 25 developers and project proponents and whatnot -- you
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16:25 1 know, we don't want that. We want something that's 16:28 1 those kinds of things that reduce VMT production.
2 going to work for everybody. 2 Do you see -- Has the alternative been fleshed out
3 And again, I'll reemphasize, theoretically, we 3 enough to know what -- how it's --
4 don't have any problems with South Coast AQMD standards 4 MS. KIRCHNER: I think the way that it's headed,
16:25 5 and criteria, but they are not our standards and 16:28 5 the way we've been talking about it, is there will be
6 criteria. & one alternative that is not quite going so far as to be
7 MS. KIRCHNER: Okay. 7 carbon neutral and showing you -- you ali what it would
8 MR./MS. PUBLIC: It seems like you would -- a 8 take to get you there, but going pretty far in terms of
9 normal analysis would have federal and state ambient 9 getting in that direction.
16:25 10 standards. And then in this case, it seems that you 16:28 10 Ltand use will definitely be a big part of it, TODs,
11 should recognize the individual districts or, you know, 11 1 would imagine, would be a big part of strategy to get
12 either the APCDs or the AQMDs within that. It seems 12 you that air quality benefit.
13 like that would be appropriate to recognize those 13 MR./MS. PUBLIC: But it's not just going to be
14 because of the jurisdictional issues. So I guess that's 14 greenhouse-gas-driven as the number one criteria on
16:26 15 a comment I wouid encourage -- 16:28 15 environmental superiotity, I hope. I mean, you know,
16 MS. KIRCHNER: Right. 16 it's kind of a surrogate, but it's really not even a
17 MR./MS. PUBLIC: -- the EIR to address it in that 17 criteria pollutant, and it's not mandated under Clean
18 fashion. 18 Air Act or anything else. It's a consideration given,
19 MR./MS. PUBLIC: Thank you. 19 you know, sort of the circumstances with AB 32, but
16:26 20 MS. KIRCHNER: Thank you. 16:29 20 still doesn't seem like that shouid totally drive the
21 MR./MS. PUBLIC: You know, in the past, SCAG's 21 whole alternative.
22 RTP -- they had a constrained RTP -- unconstrained. And 22 MS. KIRCHNER: Right.
23 if I recall -- I don't know if you're doing it that way 23 MR./MS. PUBLIC: It's kind of an integrated
24 this time, but is environmental document -- just look at 24 approach, and that's one of the by-products of reducing
16:26 25 the constraint. 16:29 25 the GHG but reducing the other criteria pollutants.
Page 54 Page 56
16:26 1 MR. AMATYA: Constraint. 16:29 1 Better mobility, reduced vehicle miles traveled, those
2 MR./MS. PUBLIC: That's the one that's -- the one 2 kinds of things.
3 that you're looking at being implemented by the -- 3 MS. KIRCHNER: One of the ways that we've been
4 MR. AMATYA: Right, unconstrained plan is just a 4 thinking about it was it's this really enhanced Compass
16:26 5 wish list, basically. 16:29 5 alternative. So it has all of those land use
6 MR./MS. PUBLIC: Yeah. Okay. 6 strategies.
7 MR. AMATYA: Doesn't have funding associated with 7 MR./MS. PUBLIC: Super Compass.
8 it, and so we don't evaluate that on the impact -- 8 MS. KIRCHNER: Right. There have been a bunch of
9 MR./MS. PUBLIC: And you are prudent 9 names tossed around about it, but essentially --
16:27 10 (intelligible). 16:29 10 MR./MS. PUBLIC: Some you can repeat and some you
11 MR. AMATYA: Well, we'll -- we believe -- I mean, 11 can't, probably.
12 there's -- we always have greater need than we have 12 MS. KIRCHNER: But that's kind of the direction
13 resources to pay for. So we will, you know, identify 13 that we were headed with that.
14 needs that will not be met within the fiscal 14 MR./MS. PUBLIC: Makes sense.
16:27 15 constraints. 16:30 15 MR./MS. PUBLIC: I had a question. This is partly
16 MR./MS. PUBLIC: With regards to the alternatives, 16 related to the RTP/RCP and then the environmental.
17 the environmentally superior alternative, you emphasized 17 Are you guys going to be putting any of the
18 AB 32, but that's just sort of a -- you know, important 18 information -- like breaking it down further into like
19  but smaller component of, you know, criteria. 19 subregional stuff? Because a lot of us have very
16:27 20 Pollutant, you know, compliance. So air quality will be 16:30 20 different, unique situations in our -- Inland Empire is
21 one of the standards of determining the superiority of 21 different than Ventura, and L.A.'s different than, you
22 that alternative. 22  know, all this.
23 What about sort of traffic flow and things like 23 So for some of us like out in the Iniand Empire, we
24 that and the -- It seems like that would have a greater 24 have unique issues that would need to be addressed
16:28 25 emphasis on mass transit, transit-oriented development, | 16:30 25 differently than some of the other regions. So either
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16:30 1 in the plans, or in the EIR, either way. 16:33 1 MR./MS. PUBLIC: Constrained versus "un."
2 MS. KIRCHNER: For the EIR, we've talked about 2 MR./MS. PUBLIC: And that depends also what they
3 looking at things at the county level. We haven't 3 come up with, their financial -
4 decided if we're going to go all the way to the 4 MR. AMATYA: Funding plan?
16:30 5 subregional level. It would probably depend on what the | 16:33 5 MR./MS. PUBLIC: -- funding plan -- yeah -- which I
6 RTP staff plans to do. 6 don't know what you think about that at this point.
7 MR. AMATYA: Well, from the plan standpoint, 7 MR. AMATYA: Well, the -- we've done the
8 ultimately what it really boils down to is a list of 8 preliminary analysis of what we think our revenue will
9  projects, list of projects that -- that we collectively 9 be if we simply relied on existing and known sources
16:31 10 agree. That is what is -- our vision for transportation 16:33 10 and, you know, on our -- based on our projected growth
11 is and the list of projects will identify, and we'll be 11 forecasts and what have you. And we call that baseline
12 able to sort the list by subregions, by county, you 12 revenue forecast.
13 know, whatever -- necessary. 13 And at this point, our preliminary analysis is that
14 Now, it's -- the other aggregated data is the 14 our baseline revenue forecast for the entire six-county
16:31 15 issue. At what level are we going to put that 16:34 15 region is going to be about 230, $240 billion over the
16 information out? Typically, for the growth forecast, I 16 plan period, again, based on the current dollars.
17  believe we put outgrowth forecast at the county level. 17 And we're also finding out that our needs in terms
18 MR./MS. PUBLIC: Okay. 18 of maintaining our systems, both our public
19 MR. AMATYA: That doesn't mean that if we need it, 19 transportation system, rails, buses, as well as keeping
16:31 20 we -- we won't be able -- because ultimately, again, the |16:34 20 up with our highway systems and also implementing
21  analysis -- the basic analysis unit for the Regional 21 projects that are already committed in our -- in our
22 Transportation Plan is what we call our -- our traffic 22 programming documents, the typ- -- the typ- -- the
23 analysis zone, or TAZs. 23 typ- -- when you add all of that, it's pretty much close
24 And so, you know, we -- we would be able to 24 to what we think the available revenue would be.
16:31 25 aggregate -- aggregate to whatever higher levels, but 16:34 25 So it's -- we're going to need additional funding
Page 58 Page 60
16:31 1 there are a lot of implications putting out data, you 16:34 1 sources to be able to implement projects that are beyond
2 know, because we are proposing policies from a regional 2 what is already committed in the plan.
3 standpoint. 3 MR./MS. PUBLIC: Well, might that not fit in with
4 MR./MS. PUBLIC: Yeah, I understand it's regional, 4 an environmentally superior alternative in terms of, you
16:32 5 but just in some cases, the environmental impacts to -- [ 16:34 5 know, thinking outside the box in terms of revenue
6 and I know it's a program. So it's not, you know -- But 6 source? I mean, more privatization, toll roads, demand
7 some of the environmental impacts will be substantially 7 travel.
8 different for one area versus another, depending on how 8 MR. AMATYA: Which is what environmentally superior
9 things are implemented, but just even knowing that it's 9 alternative is -- is an alternative that we're trying to
16:32 10 coming down to the county level, that's helpful. 16:35 10 push the envelope, basically, in terms of -- of growth,
11 MR./MS, PUBLIC: Will the RTP anticipate now 11 you know, and -- and supporting transportation
12 transportation corridors like the High Desert Corridor 12 improvement projects that would complement the growth.
13 and -- 13 The question is, will we have the funds? Will we
14 MR. AMATYA: Well, that's -- you bring up a good 14 have the wherewithal, the means to be able to achieve
16:32 15 point. High Desert Corridor was identified in the last 16:35 15 that --
16 plan as one of the out -- unconstrained -- part of the 16 MR./MS, PUBLIC: But looking at different --
17 unconstrained project. But right now, there's a lot of 17 MR. AMATYA: Sure.
18 interest in trying to find the funding necessary to 18 MR./MS. PUBLIC: -- revenue sources like
19 include the High Desert Corridor as part of the 19 surcharges, you know. You go to the movies, you pay
16:32 20 constrained plan. 16:35 20 5 cents or something extra, but, you know, some creative
21 I can't tell you which way it's going to go, but 21  thinking like that in terms of revenue streams to help
22 it's - it's one of the corridors that's getting a lot 22 support other than the traditional.
23 of attention. 23 MR. AMATYA: Right. And we are looking into those
24 MR./MS. PUBLIC: That's what makes a difference if 24 opportunities also.
16:33 25 it's within the financial -- 16:35 25 MR./MS. PUBLIC: Privatized mass transit, those
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16:35 1 kinds of things. 16:38 1 advantage of those meetings as much as we can.
2 MR. AMATYA: Good points. 2 MS. KIRCHNER: Well, thank you very much for
3 MR./MS. PUBLIC: One more question: Does your 3 coming. We definitely appreciate all of the input. If
4 environmentally superior alternative require technology 4 you have additional comments, you can leave them with
16:36 5 that's not available today be developed, or is this 16:39 5 the court reporter or with me. Or if you want -- I have
6 attainable without further development of technology? 6 business cards that I can give you if you want, and we
7 MS. KIRCHNER: We haven't gotten that far in 7 can follow up. Thank you very much.
8 deciding what's actually going to be included in it. 8 MR./MS. PUBLIC: And the website's like interactive
9 MR./MS. PUBLIC: You're looking at a reduction of 9 now? You can make comments online?
16:36 10 things. So it -- is it out there? It's not used, is it 16:39 10 MS. KIRCHNER: You can submit comments on the EIR
11 something that needs to be developed? 11 online as well. So if you go to the home page, you'll
12 MS. KIRCHNER: These are all things to consider, 12 see the NOP, and then there's a button there where you
13 but we haven't gotten that far. 13 can submit your comments there as well.
. 14 MR./MS. PUBLIC: When do you expect the draft EIR 14 MR./MS. PUBLIC: Okay, great. Thanks.
16:36 15 to be out? 16:39 15 MR. AMATYA: Thank you very much.
16 MS. KIRCHNER: Well, it depends on when the RCP 16 (The proceedings concluded at 4:39 p.m.)
17 comes out. It should follow a month or two after the 17 bl
18 draft of the RTP and the RCP are both released. So 18
19 it'll be late -- probably late this year, December, 19
16:37 20 maybe January next year. 20
21 MR./MS. PUBLIC: Maybe you ought to use, you know, 21
22 selection criteria that improve the grades on the state 22
23 of the region. Just a suggestion. 23
24 MS. KIRCHNER: Yeah. 24
16:37 25 MR./MS. PUBLIC: Once the draft goes out, what are 25
Page 62 Page 64
16:37 1 you looking at as the public participation strategy that 1 STATE OF CALIFORNIA ) ss
2 you'll be using for -- 2
3 MS. KIRCHNER: For the EIR specifically? 3 I, Mary K. Medley, CSR 9557, do hereby declare:
4 MR./MS. PUBLIC: Uh-huh. 4
16:37 5 MS. KIRCHNER: Well, we don't have anything planned 5 That the above foregoing sixty-three (63) pages
6 other than a comment period. I know RTP and RCP staff 6 contain a full, true and correct transcription of the
7 plan to go and do a lot of public outreach during that 7 proceedings.
8 time once they release the draft. So we can certainly 8
9 be available to take comments for the EIR at that time 9 I further declare that I have no interest in the
16:38 10 as well. 10 event of the action.
11 MR./MS. PUBLIC: But how are they -- Are they going 11 .
12 to go to subregions or to certain -- or do you know? 12 I declare undel.' peqa|ty of perjury unlder‘the laws
13 MS. KIRCHNER: I don't -- 13 of the State of California that the foregoing is true
14 and correct.
14 MR. AMATYA: Yeah, we've been going to the i5
16:38 15 subregions as opportunities anses,. and we will try and 16 WITNESS my hand this day of
16 fully take advantage of our subregional structure, 17 ) i
17 obviously. And in addition to that, again, we will have 18
18 new workshops similar to this one. 19
19 MR./MS. PUBLIC: Do you anticipate doing those, 20
16:38 20 like using the -- you know, the COGs as a forum? Mary K. Medley, CSR 9557
21 I think you get some good input by people attending 21
22 the COG meetings from the subregional standpoint. 22
23 MR. AMATYA: Right. We will go to the COG 23
24 meetings, whether it's the COG board or the COG 24
16:38 25 committees, transportation committees, and we will take 25
16 (Pages 61 to 64)
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1 CERTIFIED COPY 1 LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA; WEDNESDAY, JULY 25, 2007
2 2 3:03 P.M.
3 SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA ASSOCIATION OF GOVERNMENTS 3
4  RTP AND RCP WORKSHOP AND PEIR SCOPING MEETING 4 MR. AMATYA: Good afternoon, everybody. Can you
5 15:03 5 hear me okay?
6 6 Thank you for coming to this workshop. This is the
7 7 workshop of RTP, RCP and the scoping meeting for PEIR
8 8 for the RTP, RCP. I'd like to welcome you again,
9  REPORTER'S TRANSCRIPT OF PROCEEDINGS, taken at 9 appreciate you taking the time to come to this meeting.
10 818 West 7th Street, Los Angeles, California, at 15:03 10 It's an important workshop.
11 3:03 p.m., on Wednesday, July 25, 2007, before 11 My name is Naresh Amatya, and I'm the program
12 Mary K. Medley, CSR 9557. 12 manager for Regional Transportation Plan here at SCAG.
13 13 Just a few quick things up front. Those of you who
14 Hutchings Number 165223-NO 14 are in the back are welcome to join up in the front.
15 15:04 15 We've got plenty of seats up here. Please make
16 16 yourself -- There is microphones, so we will have
17 17 questions, comments, we can hear you well.
18 i8 There is a sign-in sheet that will be going around.
19 19 Appreciate if you could sign in and appreciate when you
20 15:04 20 comment, appreciate it if you could just quickly,
21 21  briefly state your name and organization that you're
22 22 associated with so we have that in the record.
23 23 We have coffee, water in the back. We do have an
24 24 interpreter for -- Spanish interpreter for those of you
25 15:04 25 who will need language assistance. We also have a court
Page 2 Page 4
1 SPEAKERS: 15:04 1 reporter to take all of your proceedings in writing.
2 2 What I'd like to do today is to tell you briefly
3 NARESH AMATYA, Transportation Program Manager II 3 about SCAG, some of the planning initiatives that SCAG
4 DOUG KIM, SCAG Consuitant 4 s taking, focusing on the transportation side.
5 WENDY LOCKWOOD, SCAG Consultant 15:05 5 I'll be followed by Doug Kim, who is our consultant
6 6 for the RCP, the Regional Comprehensive Plan. He will
7 7 be walking you through our efforts on the Regional
8 8 Comprehensive Plan.
9 9 And after that, we'll take a little break, and
10 15:05 10 we'll then go into discussing the scoping on PEIR
11 11 itself. I have a few slides. I'm going to run quickly
12 12 through the slides, and hopefully we can spend more
13 13 time, dialogue with discussions and comments and so
14 14 forth.
15 15:05 15 Well, very briefly, SCAG is the metropolitan
16 16 organization, is the largest council of governments in
17 17 the U.S. We're made up of six counties, 187 cities. We
18 18 have 14 subregions within the six counties.
19 19 One of our biggest issues, obviously, is the
20 15:06 20 growth. Many of you may have read recently newspaper
21 21 articles that stated that California's population is
22 22 going to more than double by 2050. We agree with that.
23 23 Our own estimate is that by 2030, we believe the
24 24 population of this region is going to increase from
25 15:06 25 18 million to 24 million. We, obviously, have the most
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15:06 1 congested region for the -- been the most congested 15:10 1 of constraint in our resources and our ability to add
2 region for the past two decades. 2 new capacity in the conventional way by widening
3 Most of you, I believe, are familiar with our 3 freeways or what have you.
4 issues relative to freight emissions causing a health 4 We're going to have to look into even things like,
15:06 5 crisis. Growth also puts a lot of demand on open space, 15:10 5 you know, double-decking freeways to get the
6 on affordable housing, on waste management, water 6 capacity -- this kind of gives you a feel for what that
7 supply, energy and transportation infrastructure. 7 might look like (indicating) -- and add a lot more
8 1'd like to talk to you a little bit about -- give 8 transit services as part of our strategy.
9 you a little bit about facts of what these issues are. 9 And we're also going to have to look at again
15:07 10 If you look at this chart (indicating), what this chart 15:10 10 extreme -- what used to be considered extreme measures,
11 s telling you is that in the next 25 years or so, our 11 such as tunneling through some of the barriers that we
12 VMT, or demand on our transportation system, is going to 12 have to provide the connection through.
13 increase by 36 percent, but our freeway lanes is going 13 And the cost of doing all this is doesn't come
14 to increase only by 2 percent. 14 cheap either. There was an article in the L.A. Times
15:07 15 Our cargo through our ports is expected to triple 15:10 15 about the total cost of accomplishing the major
16 in the next 20-plus years. Demand on your 16 transportation improvements in this region at about
17 aviation/airports is also going to be dramatic. 17  $140 billion. Mind you, that this is the total need,
18 Currently our region serves about 88 million annual 18 not - this doesn't take into account the cost it takes
19 passengers, and we expect that to double in the next 19 on a year-to-year basis in maintaining/operating our
15:08 20 20-plus years. Our cargo -- air cargo volume aiso is 15:11 20 system, both our public transportation and highway
21 expected to double in that time frame. 21 system. So the reai cost is much higher than this.
22 So the big question is, how do we accommodate all 22 Some of the mega projects that -- Again, I want to
23 this growth by maintaining or improving mobility, 23 make sure that you understand that today I'm here to
24 economic prosperity and quality of life while sustaining 24 talk not so much about the solution, but I want to
15:08 25 our very quality of life in this region? 15:11 25 talk -- I'm primarily here to talk about the issues and,
Page 6 Page 8
15:08 1 We believe we can do that through a vision for how 15:11 1 you know, potential solutions.
2 to -- how do we want to grow and developing plans with 2 And we want to hear from you whether or not we're
3 measurable goals and objectives. And that's what we 3 going in the right direction or you feel that there are
4 want to talk a little bit about -- and plans that are 4 certain areas that we need to be exploring more. That's
15:08 5 financially viable plans that we can actually implement 15:11 5 the kind of feedback that I'm hoping to get from you
6 within the time frame that we need to. 6 today.
7 So our plans address environmental and resource 7 And so some of the projects that we've been looking
8 conservation issues, it addresses land use and housing 8 at -- truck lanes, dedicated truck lanes, for example --
9 issues, and it addresses transportation project 9 to address some of our goods movement needs along 710,
15:08 10 implementation issues. Our primary planning initiatives 15:12 10 60, I-15, there's a lot of work currently being
11 in SCAG include Regional Comprehensive Plan, which we're 11 undertaken at multiple levels to look at these
12 going to talk to you about a little bit later; Compass 12 variations.
13 Blueprint, which is primarily our growth-visioning 13 Again, this is one of those projects that was in
14 program; and the Regional Transportation Plan. 14 the - that is in the current plan. We are validating
15:09 15 Today I want to talk to you a litle bit more about 15:12 15 this currently and looking at it as its feasibility.
16 the Regional Transportation Plan itself. Regional 16 There is the 710 gap closure tunnel that also is
17 Transportation Plan is a long-range plan. Itis a 17 being talked about a lot in the region. There is the
18 vision for our transportation system in the long haul, 18 tunnel idea connecting Palmdale-Glendale area with -
19 and it provides the framework for investing in our 19 along the I-14. There is the Cajalco Tunnet that
15:09 20 transportation system in this period. It's an 15:12 20 connects Orange County and Riverside County. There's
21 action-oriented plan. It looks into the future, into 21 the High Desert Corridor that connects Northern
22 25, 30 years time horizon. Horizon for the next plan 22 L.A. County with Northern San Bernardino County. There
23 update is 2035. 23 is the Cajalco Expressway itself that connects
24 The challenges we face as we move forward with 24 Orange County with Riverside County. And there are
15:10 25 developing this plan is that, obviously, there is a lot 15:13 25 proposals to extend the existing 241 toll road in South
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15:13 1 Orange County. 15:16 1 moving system, but in order to be able to implement
2 Again, you know, these are some of the projects 2 those goods capacity problems, we're going to have to
3 that are pretty big that we're having to review and 3 address the air quality issues.
4 evaluate as we move forward with developing the plan. 4 One of the ideas that we are looking at
15:13 5 The big question is, do we have money to pay for 15:16 5 currently -- there are several of them that we're
6 all this? And right now, we've done some preliminary 6 looking at in terms of, again, addressing the air
7 analysis on what our funding availability is going to be 7 quality, emissions, related goods movement, is to, one,
8 if we simply relied on existing funding sources and what 8 possibly electrify some of our existing -- some of our
9 our cost is going to be to fulfill the existing 9 heavy travel -- heavily utilized rail system.
15:13 10 commitments, and we're finding out that we're not going | 15:16 10 Another idea is to introduce cleaner engines,
11  to have a whole lot of additional funding to pursue 11 so-called TR3 and TR4 engines, earlier than they're
12 these projects. 12 currently scheduled to be introduced.
13 So how are we going to pay for all this? We're 13 So where are we right now in terms of plan
14 going to have to make some very tough choices. We're 14 development? Currently, we are taking input from all
15:13 15 going to have to look into, again, user fee/toll road 15:17 15 the counties. We're looking at their long-range plans.
16 type of facilities. We're going to have to look at 16 We're getting feedback on the respective projects in
17 sales tax hikes as needed, as may be necessary. 17 each of the counties, and we're evaluating them. We're
18 Increasing gas tax is another idea that we may have to 18 developing alternatives based on those inputs, and
19 ook into. 19 we're -- we're utilizing our travel demand model. We're
15:14 20 Second problem we face, again, is the air quality 15:17 20 looking at the comparative benefits of each of those
21 crisis which really is a health -- is a health crisis. 21 alternatives.
22 Asyou all may have heard, these are -- particulate 22 We're also looking at addressing connectivity and
23 matter that results in PM2.5 is seriously an issue in 23 compatibility issues, different modes and different
24 this region as portrayed by this chart (indicating). 24 systems.
15:14 25 Our -- The container traffic through our ports, 15:17 25 We're also in the process of, again, collecting
Page 10 Page 12
15:14 1 Port of Los Angeles, Port of Long Beach, it handles 15:17 1 input and collaborating with partners at all levels,
2 approximately 40 percent of the nation's trade. That's 2 local, state, federal, community. Our goal is to put
3 ahuge, huge traffic for our ports. That is -- That 3 out a draft RTP for public review and comments by
4 contributes to the issues that I talked about. 4 October -- by the end of October of this year. And our
15:15 5 The exposure due to PM2.5 -- 52 percent of the 15:18 5 goalis to adopt a conforming plan by the -- February of
6 exposure due to PM2.5 within this entire country is 6 2008.
7 located within this region. So it's a huge challenge. 7 And this works -- is partly again -- is, again,
8 ARB has put out a report that puts at, for example, 8 part of our process of gathering input as the plan moves
9 premature deaths annually attributable to our air 9 forward.
15:15 10 quality issues at 5400, 140,000 children with asthma, 15:18 10 That, basically, ends my portion of the
11 980,000 lost workdays. 11 presentation. I'm going to hand it over to Doug, who is
12 If we don't reduce PM2.5 pollutants to the national 12 going to talk about our efforts on the Regional
13 standard by 2014, the health crisis will continue. And 13 Comprehensive Plan. And after that, we'll open up for
14 not only that, we will also be challenged in terms of 14  questions, comments, input.
15:15 15 meeting our obligation in terms of air quality 15:18 15 Thank you.
16 attainment by 2014. 16 MR. KIM: Thanks.
17 So we need to -- Again, we need bold initiatives. 17 Naresh gave you a really good overview about
18 We cannot meet the air quality standards with the 18 Regional Transportation Plan. For most of you who have
19 current goods movement system moving forward. If we did 19 been in the Southern California region for a while, you
15:16 20 nothing, we're not going to meet our air quality 15:19 20 know that this is part of SCAG's bread and butter. It's
21 standards. 21  afederally mandated plan, and there's a process that
22 The landside capacity of our goods movement system 22 has been in place for some time.
23 is not going to be enough to handle future growth in 23 Want to switch gears now and talk about another
24 our -- in our goods movement traffic. And if we -- And 24 planning initiative here at SCAG, which has not been a
15:16 25 we, obviously, need capacity enhancement on our goods 15:19 25 cornerstone of SCAG's planning efforts in the past, but
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15:19 1 will be in the future. It's what we call the Regional 15:22 1 So we are sort of a sizable player, not only within
2 Comprehensive Plan. And for lack of a better term, it's 2 the nation but within the world. And that's going to be
3 a general plan for six counties, the same six counties 3 a point that I'm going to emphasize in just a moment.
4 that Naresh just talked about. 4 All right.
15:19 5 So like your own local general plans, we talk about 15:22 5 So here's a couple slides that talk about why we're
6 nine chapters that sort of define public policy, ranging 6 doing this Regional Comprehensive Plan (indicating).
7 from things like land use, open space, transportation. 7  And I'll start off by just answering a question that we
8 These are core kinds of areas that cities often look at. 8 often get, which is, is this mandated by the federal,
9 But in addition to that, we look at other areas of g state or other type of government? And the answer is
15:19 10 interest. For example, security and emergency 15:22 10 no.
11 preparedness in this post 9-11 environment is a focus 11 We're going to -- There are a number of reasons.
12 for us in this regional plan, and economy is another 12 Number one is, as a regional MPO and a council of
13 area that we're looking at. 13 governments, we do try to look long-term at the kind of
14 As you can see by the tag line here, the notion of 14 infrastructure needs that we're going to need as a
15:20 15 this general plan for the region, so to help local 15:22 15 region and work with the 187 cities that represent SCAG
16 governments implement policies that will move us towards 16 to try to implement local policies that are aiming for a
17 a sustainable future as a region. 17 regional outcome, a regional goal.
18 So let's talk a little bit about what that means. 18 Achieving this kind of regional sustainability does
19 RCP looks at that same 30-year window that Naresh just 19 not come easy, as you'll see in the latter part of this
15:20 20 talked about through the year 2035 and says we've gota | 15:23 20 presentation. So we need to really size up what the
21 boatload of growth coming. We need to address not only 21 challenges are going to be over the next 30 years, again
22 transportation infrastructure but infrastructure when it 22 wrap our arms around what it would take to achieve
23  comes to water supply, open space, so on and so forth. 23 sustainability, to basically attain three different
24 Again, all the areas that you typically look at in a 24 goals that define what we're trying to do here.
15:20 25 general plan. And more importantly, we need to look at 15:23 25 One, conserve our natural resources. Two, do it
Page 14 Page 16
15:20 1 all of the infrastructure needs for the region in an 15:23 1 without coming at the expense of our regional economy.
2 integrated way. 2 And, three, improve quality of life and address some of
3 Like a lot of initiatives here at SCAG, it builds 3 the mobility needs of our region and livability as well.
4  off the smart growth initiative; that is, the SCAG 4 So moving beyond that sort of overview about why
15:20 5 2 percent strategy. So what you're going to see in this 15:23 5 it's a good idea to do a Regional Comprehensive Plan,
6 RCP is we take that smart growth strategy and weave it 6 let's talk about some more tangible reasons why a good
7 into different kinds of resource planning, whether it's 7 general plan for the region is a good idea right now.
8 open space, water quality and so forth. 8 Number one, the federal transportation bill --
9 A big focus of this plan is to try to look at the 9 SAFETEA-LU -- a couple years ago required regions and
15:21 10 next 30 years where we anticipate a lot of changes in 15:24 10 MPOs like SCAG to better integrate environmental issues
11 our world and try to wrap our arms around what it would 11 and public consultation into the transportation planning
12 take to achieve some sustainability and balance in the 12 process.
13  areas of water quality, the economy and so forth. 13 So, basically, said when you develop an RTP, work
14 And we do that by trying to identify some 14 more closely with conservation organizations. Let's do
15:21 15 measurable objectives, some metrics that we can use to 15:24 15 a better job at addressing the environmental impacts of
16 determine whether or not, when we get to the finish 16 transportation projects.
17 line, we can claim success. And more importantly along 17 This kind of integrated planning does just that.
18 the way, whether we can identify milestones and say 18 Tt works the RTP into a more holistic planning approach.
19 we're on the right track as a region and to finally 19 Secondly, federal law says, "SCAG, you're tasked
15:21 20 getting a handle on, let's say, the solid waste issue. 15:24 20 with what's doing intergovernmental review," which is a
21 This is the same map that Naresh showed you earlier 21 fancy way of saying that when cities update their
22 (indicating). The point that I want to make here is 22 general plans and when cities are looking to do
23 that we're talking about 187 cities in the SCAG region. 23 environmental analyses of major developmental projects,
24 And as a country, we'd be the 15th largest economy in 24 SCAG has a responsibility for taking a look and
15:22 25 the world. 15:24 25 commenting as a regional agency on the kinds of things
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15:24 1 that it thinks you ought to be looking at as a local 15:27 1 projects so that you can compete best for state funds.
2 government. 2 Now, beyond all that, there's a really important
3 Historically, SCAG has offered as much input and 3 reason why the RCP is a necessary planning tool for the
4 assistance as they could. We're taking this document 4 region. It does serve as an integrated resource
15:25 5 and using it as a rule book for the kinds of policies, 15:27 5 planning document, and that's important because we have
6 the good kind of planning ideas that we think should be 6 federal and state mandates that are coming in every day
7 integrated into your general plans when they're updated 7  that are calling for more sustainability planning.
8 and to your local projects when they're being considered 8 Probably the best known example of that is AB 32,
9 for approval. 9 the greenhouse gas bill. It was passed last year. It's
15:25 10 Finally, you all know that the voters of California 15:28 10 a major, major piece of legislation that I know cities
11 approved several billion dollars in bonds last year. 11 are starting to grapple with. It calls for major cuts
12 Some of that money is still up for grabs. And what the 12 in greenhouse gases from us as a region and from
13 State has said, that a lot of that money will be 13 ultimately you as local governments.
14 allocated through the legislative process. And in the 14 How significant is that? Well, it says that by the
15:25 15 State's view, money should be allocated to regions based | 15:28 15 year 2020, we need to reduce our cumulative greenhouse
16 on whether or not they have a clue on how to spend that 16 gas emissions back to 1990 levels. 2020 is 13 years
17 money. 17 away. And that first bullet basically says that you as
18 So they're really emphasizing what we call regional 18 a city, we as a region, need to cut back about
19  blueprint plans which say, "If you give us money for 19 25 percent of the greenhouse gases that are bound to
15:25 20 transportation or parks" -- "for parks bonds, we'll 15:28 20 occur unless we change the status quo by the year 2020.
21 spend that money wisely. And here's a blueprint. 21 Now, you all know in public policy that cutting
22 Here's a comprehensive plan that lays out the kind of 22 back 25 percent of anything is a tough thing. Well,
23 pricrities that will assure that the public's money is 23 that's essentially what AB 32 is laying out as a
24 well spent." 24 challenge for the region. And I think folks are just
15:26 25 On that point, if we were a successful RCP, what it 15:29 25 starting to understand the broad implications, how
Page 18 Page 20
15:26 1 can do ultimately is help local governments devise 15:29 1 profound some of those requirements could be for cities.
2 projects that compete best for bond money as the State 2 So what we're doing here with the RCP is trying to
3 begins to figure out how it wants to allocate that over 3 take a proactive step and say, "Look, sustainability
4 the next year or two. 4 planning is more than just a good idea. It is now
15:26 5 So we believe that your local projects, whether 15:29 5 mandated by the State in many ways." And if we're going
6 they be transportation- or housing- or parks-related, 6 to achieve that second bullet there of an 80 percent
7 ought to get consideration for bond funding if they're 7 reduction in greenhouse gases within about 42 years, you
8 consistent with the RCP, with the six-county general 8 know, imagine reducing 80 percent of anything even in
9 plans. So any projects that you have that do a good job 9 the long term.
15:26 10 at conserving energy, doing a good job of reducing 15:29 10 So we're just trying to, with this RCP, take a
11 vehicle miles traveled, should be eligible for bond 11 first cut at wrapping our arms around what it would take
12 funding from the State and from the federal government, 12 to, again, create the kind of sustainability policies
13 for that matter. 13 that we think are important and are now mandated by
14 But beyond that, what we think is that local 14 state law.
15:27 15 projects that go a step beyond that and maximize the 15:29 15 Let's talk a little bit about what AB 32 means for
16 bang you get for your buck by providing multiple 16 us as a region. If you look at this bar chart, that
17 benefits in other areas ought to rise to the top of the 17  first bar here in the year 1990, this was the amount of
18 list. So not every transportation project will have the 18 greenhouse gases that were produced in our region
19 same kind of benefits, let's say, for water quality or 19 (indicating). And as you can see over time, the year
15:27 20 solid waste. 15:30 20 2000, 2010, the emissions of greenhouse gases are --
21 If you as a local government devise your project 21 have increased in the year 2000 are projected to
22 accordingly so it gives us, let's say, the most benefits 22 increase further in 2010. The line keeps going up, and
23 in other areas, then that kind of project should rise to 23 greenhouse gases are a good proxy for industrial
24 the top of the list. And the RCP is designed to help 24 activity, commercial activity, basically, how well your
15:27 25 advise cities on how to develop and design their 15:30 25 economy is doing.
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15:30 1 Well, AB 32 basically says that in the year 2020, 15:33 1 plan, you know, what -- what is our goa! for public
2 this bar here has to shrink back down to 1990 levels. 2 parks that supports a sustainable region, that sustains
3 So we've got to look at rolling back greenhouse gas 3 local communities.
4 emissions significantly. 4 It's an interesting topic because I think a lot of
15:30 5 And by the way, the take home on that is this is 15:33 5 local agencies, they talk about general plans and
6 more than just an air pollution mandate in order to get 6 long-term needs, but we often don't think about them in
7 those kinds of cuts in greenhouse gases. You're looking 7 terms of sustainability.
8 at reducing the emissions from your transportation 8 So one of the unique challenges that we've had with
9 system, which means ratcheting up our game on 9 this document is saying, "Okay. What is a sustainable
15:31 10 transportation projects that reduce vehicle miles 15:33 10 transportation system? How do you define that?" In
11 traveled, vehicle trips and so forth. 11  most cases when you actually try to define it, we find
12 We're looking at reducing the amount of pollution 12 that it's really, really difficult to achieve.
13 that comes from power plants. And those power plants, 13 The next layer down on -- in terms of the hierarchy
14 as we know, are there to accommodate our growing 14 of the document is to outline outcomes. And again,
15:31 15 population and address urban cooling needs and so forth. | 15:34 15 these are the quantifiable measures that would determine
16 So there's a ripple effect from AB 32 that 16 whether or not we're making progress toward the goals of
17 permeates all of the work that you all do at the local 17 sustainability.
18 government level, and that's why, as a region, this RCP 18 The final element of the plan -- and it's something
19 is looking at nine chapters that have some either direct 19 that many of your general plans do -- is to outline a
15:31 20 or indirect relationship to AB 32. 15:34 20 simple action plan. Who's going to do what on what type
21 Okay. So with ali that in mind, what is this 21 of schedule?
22 general plan? What is this RCP intending to do? 22 In that action plan, we identify strategies that
23 The vision here is to foster a region that 23 are very doable, that are very constrained policies.
24 addresses the needs of the region in the future while 24 And you're going to see two kinds of policies in the
15:31 25 recognizing the relationship between the three things we | 15:34 25 plan. Number one, SCAG shail do the following thing
Page 22 Page 24
15:32 1 tafked about before, economic prosperity, natural 15:3¢ 1 within its jurisdiction. Secondly, local governments
2 resource sustainability and quality of life. 2 should consider the following policies.
3 What we're doing through the RCP is identifying 3 And 1 just want to highlight that difference there.
4 very measured, quantifiable, tangible outcomes that help 4 And again, SCAG, as the lead agency, as the author of
15:32 5 guide whether or not we're on the right track to 15:34 5 this document, can tell itself what it wants to do in
6 achieving success. And as such, what differentiates 6 terms of policies.
7 this maybe from past kind of plans that you've seen at 7 As local governments -- we have no control over
8 the regional level is we try to translate these 8 iand use authority, and so the RCP will simply recommend
9  big-picture goals and outcomes into an action plan that 9 that because of the following challenges that we have,
15:32 10 lays out short-term strategies over the next four, five 15:35 10 local governments should consider the following set of
11 vyears, along with long-term strategic things that aren't 11 policies in the nine chapters, nine areas of public
12 easy to do but really are necessary to achieving 12 policy it's tatking about.
13 sustainability in the long run. 13 The final element of this action plan is to lay out
14 The four guiding principles that ripple through 14 a bunch of initiatives that are truly strategic, that
15:32 15 everything you're going to see in the draft RCP: First 15:35 15 are not doable today whether it's because of political
16 is improving mobility; second is fostering livability; 16 will, financing, funding availability, the need for
17 thirdly, enabling prosperity; and then fourthly, 17 additional legislation and so forth.
18 promoting sustainability. And you're going to see that 18 And in general, these strategic initiatives are
19 fourth guiding principle really highlighted throughout 19 really what's going to be necessary to achieve long-term
15:33 20 the plans and policies that come out in the draft 15:35 20 success with this sustainable plan. We are looking at,
21 document. 21 again, a number of different areas of public policy.
22 A big key, as I said before, is taking that vision 22 The goal here is to identify policies that give us the
23 that I just mentioned and those four guiding principles 23 best bang for our buck, that try to achieve several
24 and having that translate into specific goals which 24 types of objectives and get us the best bang for our
15:33 25 define, let's say, what is a sustainable open space 15:36 25 buck.
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15:36 1 With that, I'm just going to cycle very quickly 15:38 1 policies in the areas of energy, solid waste, emergency
2 through this and just mention that land use -- the land 2 preparedness and economy as well,
3 use chapter is going to be an attempt to build off the 3 In terms of the public process here, we're looking
4 Compass planning work and try to further the 4 at wrapping up our three-year RCP development process
15:36 5 implementation of some of the smart growth ideas at the | 15:39 5 later this year. This gives you just a snapshot on the
6 local planning level. So this just gives you an idea of 6 different task forces, conferences and different players
7 the kinds of policies that you're going to see in the 7  that we've outreached to over that process.
8 draft plan. 8 In terms of next steps, we're going to be spending
S Transportation, as Naresh talked about, is going to 9 the next few months continuing to outreach to folks, as
15:36 10 be a key focus of the RCP as well. What we're going to | 15:39 10 we're doing today, on some of the goals, outcomes,
11 be talking about here, in addition to your more 11 action plans that are going to make up the draft RCP.
12 conventional approach to transportation planning, which 12 The draft document will come out in fall of this
13 is outlined in this slide here (indicating), we're going 13 year, pretty much concurrently with the RTP, as Naresh
14 to talk about what we can do in the future to enhance 14 had mentioned, and we are looking at adoption in late
15:36 15 the transportation planning process to maybe achieve 15:39 15 2007, maybe early 2008. Again, that would be concurrent
16 greater benefits and more sustainable transportation 16  with the RTP.
17 system over time. That's not going to come easy, but 17 On that note, the RCP is going to become a regular
18 we're going to try to lay out some ideas for how we can 18 part of the planning work that's done here at SCAG. So
19 get there. 19 every time you see an RTP being updated, you'll see the
15:37 20 Open space, another critical focus of the RCP 15:39 20 RCP being updated as well. They're going to be
21 because open space has a lot of secondary benefits on 21 companion planning documents that are going to be on a
22  water quality, water supply and air quality as well. So 22 regular four-year cycle.
23 these are the kind of policies that you might see in the 23 The -- We have a good resource, an RCP home page at
24  draft plan when it is released later this year. 24 this address here. Encourage you to keep up to date
15:37 25 Water supply, there may be no issue in public 15:40 25 with the work that's going on with the RCP, We'll
Page 26 Page 28
15:37 1 policy that's closely - more closely tied to global 15:40 1 notify all of you when the draft RCP is slated for
2 warming than the water supply. 2 release sometime later this fall.
3 We're all dealing with the driest year on record, 3 We also have a hotline for those of you that don't
4 and some of the forecasts we've seen for a climate 4 have a computer connection, and that number can be
15:37 5 change world are looking at up to 30 percent reductions | 15:40 5 accessed for basic information on the RCP.
6 in the kind of fresh water supplies we're getting from 6 Anyway, with that, that wraps up our overview of
7 the Sierra Nevadas, which you all know is our major 7 the RCP, and we'll throw it open for questions and
8 source of water down here. So we're really looking at 8 answers.
9 the notion of a perpetual drought in Southern 9 MR. AMATYA: Thank you, Doug.
15:38 10 California. 15:40 10 Again, the purpose of today's workshop is really to
11 And the kind of policies that we need to initiate 11 hear from you on all the big issues that we laid out.
12 now to get in front of the curve, whether it's better 12 Issues in terms of growth, you know, some of the things
13 watershed management or the kinds of good Best 13 thatI talked about in terms of goods movement
14 Management Practices that I think a lot of local 14 challenges, air quality challenges, the fiscal
15:38 15 governments have already begun to undertake. 15:41 15 constraint aspects, the RCP. Welcome any and all input
16 Water quality, another issue that comes with 16 that you would have at this point.
17 increased urbanization, we know that urban runoff is a 17 Yes, sir.
18 key factor in the creative water quality. So we're 18 MR. GRIFFIN: I have about five areas. You touched
19 going to be looking at Best Management Practices that 19 on a number -- You mentioned nine areas. I'd like to
15:38 20 local governments should consider as you continue to 15:41 20 touch on a number of them.
21 urbanize. 21 Let me start with AB 32, which is the air
22 Finally, we have five other chapters that are going 22 quality-carbon dioxide generation primarily, and you
23 to build off some of the planning work that's already 23 went -- in your opening remarks, you did not refer to
24 being done by SCAG, let's say, in the area of air 24 that, but yet I think that's a major thing, like, on the
15:38 25 quality. But we'll be identifying some bold new 15:41 25 front page of the Orange County Register.
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15141 1 57 years ago we were exploding atomic bombs above | 15:44 1 fuel celi.
2 ground in Nevada and having our marines witness it and 2 Now that brings up -- the next question is, where
3 then run up to the center of the detonation place and 3 do you get the electrical power to charge the batteries
4 get exposed to radiation, which we subsequently learned 4 and to create the hydrogen that will be utilized in the
15:41 5 was very dangerous. 15:44 5 hydrogen fuel cell generator?
6 We subsequently have learned that tobacco, for 6 Now, the way to do that -- because 57 years ago
7 instance, is dangerous and causes cancer. And we've 7 I --my -- I, again, come into my life experience,
8 learned that asbestos -- These are major things that 8 worked for 34 years in the aircraft industry for -- and
9 affected our economy drastically, are the -- 9 ended up with Douglas and started there in '57. Before
15:42 10 We also built the atomic nuclear fusion power 15:45 10 I started 'S2, but in '57 we were instrumenting
11 plants, which we now have outlawed because we didn't 11 airplanes to witness the atomic bombs that were on the
12 figure out how to handle the waste from these power 12 front pages today.
13 plants. France figured out how to do that. 13 And also we did experiments with what was called
14 We paid Russia to take the -- take the waste and 14 hydrogen fusion. It was the fusion -- It was the
15:42 15 bury it in Siberia, and they did that all during the 15:45 15 hydrogen bomb which utilized a fusion -- fission bomb to
16 Cold War, but that's a nonrealistic thing. 16 cause that to be compressed into helium and hydrogen.
17 So I think we need to address the carbon dioxide, 17 And so now we conducted experiments starting in ‘57, and
18 and it will have a major impact on transportation, which 18 the Russians kind of started us on that of compressing
19 is another area of your speech, and that primarily is 19 the hydrogen into helium and creating in a sustained
15:42 20 the automobile and the train. 15:45 20 manner the power which we now need.
21 Now, you mentioned about that you're going to an 21 And Princeton carried that on and in their sixth
22 electric -- make the trains electric. It looks like 22 generation of a hydrogen fusion reactor, whereby the
23 there's a goal to do that. 23 fusion reaction is contained in a magnetic fieid.
24 And what was not mentioned, however, is the 24 And then the University of California Irvine has a
15:43 25 milestone watershed change in the automotive industry, |15:46 25 program, along with Texas A&M, where they are utilizing
Page 30 Page 32
15:43 1 in the electrification of using batteries and plug-in -- 15:46 1 a linear magnetic field, where it will be more like a
2 plug-and-go, so-called, and that's based on the new 2 jet engine where you put the hydrogen in and compress it
3 develop of batteries. 3 with the magnetic fuel, that you get the helium out of
4 In other words, there probably are billions of cell 4 it as an explosion or under pressure which -- which you
15:43 5 phones and laptop computers which utilize a new battery 15:46 5 have charged particles to generate the electricity by --
6 which can be recharged and recharged and recharged, and 6 like a transformer and also to drive turbines.
7 you can drain the power from it. 7 And so that hydrogen fusion energy, which is being
8 And so now they're kind of -- the industry is 8 now matured just like the batteries for the automobiles,
9 planning to use 2- or 3,000 of those in a package for 9 this is now the watershed change in our electrical power
15:43 10 automobiles, and that -- that Ford and General Motors 15:46 10 generation. And it's nitrogen fusion which will be able
11 and the major manufacturer in China is going to now 11 to make it possible to drive the battery cars and to
12 manufacture cars that will give you a hundred-mile range 12 drive the electric trains and to produce the hydrogen
13 on the batteries of these types that are used and have 13 for long-term hydrogen fuel cell transportation power.
14 been developed for the laptop computers. 14 But you also have the capability, then, of that
15:44 15 They went through a development program where they | 15:47 15 electrical power producing clean water from the ocean
16 caught fire, and you had to change the electrodes to 16 because that's the way you get the hydrogen that you're
17 iron so that they wouldn't do that. But the -- So 17 going to fuse is that you put electrical current through
18 there's going -- And so there's retooling in that 18 the ocean water and -- and, thus, you get the hydrogen
19 industry. 19 outof it.
15:44 20 And so you can say that, granted, it is not going 15:47 20 And part of that hydrogen is heavy hydrogen, but
21 to happen overnight, but it's going to happen. Like the 21 you then combine it into helium to get the power to do
22 catalytic converter where -- and taking lead out of the 22 that separation of the hydrogen from the ocean. And
23 gasoline. You're goingto gotoa battery-operated car 23 when you recombine the hydrogen back with the oxygen in
24 for primarily utilization in this region, and if you go 24 the atmosphere, you get clean distitled water, which you
15:44 25 outside the region, you'll have a fuel cell, a hydrogen 15:47 25 can then utilize to satisfy your hydrogen.
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15147 1 Now, why didn't you mention any of that in your 15:50 1 the airport funds, the landing fees, the parking fees
2 plan? 2 all have to be used for aviation purposes. And if you
3 And you talk about the word "initiative” as one of 3 build this maglev to airports, then they are another
4 the final things, Well, as a referendum and an 4 feeder like a feeder airline controlled by the FAA, and
15:47 5 initiative, I hope that you would generate -- 15:50 5 the vehicles are then operated by the airlines.
6 referendums are generated by the legislature. 6 MR. AMATYA: And we are trying to assess again the
7 Initiatives are gathered by signatures of the people. 7 funding feasibility. Looking at all the possibie angles
8 And I would hope that you would initiate initiatives -- 8 of potentially -- potentially materializing the
9 as the maglev trains. 9 implementation of a maglev system.
15:48 10 And you did not mention maglev trains, although 15:50 10 Again, I want to emphasize that today my focus is
11 you had that in your last SCAG RTP. And that was 11  not really to talk about the plan. I want more hear- --
12 to connect -- And you did mention in one of your 12 I'm glad I'm hearing from you on some of the issues that
13  slides that you're going to connect multimodal things, 13 you would like us to expiore, and we'll certainly take
14 the trains, the planes. That should be this maglev. 14 your comment.
15:48 15 How do you pay for the maglev? You pay for the 15:51 15 We will then go back and again, you know, try as
16 maglev by -- You pay for the maglev because it's 16 best as we can to -- to explore the issues and put the
17 replacing the feeder airlines. 17 issues through our processes and -- and, you know,
18 We need an airport outside of this contaminated air 18 integrate it into the planning process. And eventually
19 basin. We need it in Palmdale, Victorville. The way to 19 we'll come back to you with the plan itself, and you'll
15:48 20 get that is the maglev to those stations from the 15:51 20 have further additional opportunities at that point to
21 various sections up the international highways on those 21 comment on the plan itself. So, again, I appreciate
22 right-of-ways which are straight and, therefore, allow 22 your comment.
23 them to go fast, 300 miles an hour capability, which is 23 And I don't know if Doug has anything he wants to
24 faster than the airplanes that fly below 10,000 feet. 24 add.
15:49 25 And I appreciate your listening to me. Do you have | 15:51 25 DR. HART: T'll make a comment. My name is
Page 34 Page 36
15:49 1 any questions? 15:51 1 Dr. Phillip Hart. I'm the executive director of the
2 STAFF PERSON: I was going to ask if you -- 2 Urban Land Institute in Los Angeles, member of the
3 MR. GRIFFIN: My name is Charles Griffin. I'm a 3 2 percent Compass committee.
4 professional control system engineer and develop/design 4 I think the gentleman’s comments in relationship to
15:49 5 airplanes like the DC-6, DC-7, the DC-8, the DC-9, the 15:52 5 the history lesson he gave us as to various technologies
6 DC-10, the automatic landing system on the DC-10 and 6 and their impact on development and society are
7 then the B-2 Stealth Bomber., 7 important to bear in mind.
8 I designed/constructed the 21 B-2 Stealth Bombers 8 My question relates to the RCP and the RTP. You
9 and also surface-to-air guided missiles, the Nike 9 made reference to updating them concurrently every four
15:49 10 surface-to-air guided missile, the Genie, which had a 15:52 10 years. Iwonder if you could elaborate on that a little
11 nuclear warhead. Worked on the fuse for that warhead. 11 Dbitin terms of both the process of updating it and how
12 And then the guidance system for the interceptors to 12 they operate as parallel documents in -- in informing us
13 find the targets and also for guiding the missiles to 13 as we try to address some of the issues that you've
14 the targets. 14 identified and then how they interrelate as to their
15:49 15 STAFF PERSON: Thank you, Mr. Griffin. 15:52 15 respective goals and objectives and measurable outcomes
16 MR. AMATYA: Thank you very much. Those are all 16 as two separate documents.
17 very good comments. I appreciate the comments. 17 MR. AMATYA: Sure. I'll answer from the RTP
18 In terms of our efforts from the transportation 18 standpoint.
19 standpoint, I'll take up your last comment on maglev. 19 There is a law that requires the Regional
15:50 20 Now, you're right, the maglev -- magnetic 15:53 20 Transportation Plan to be updated every four years. It
21 levitation -- idea is in our current plan, and we are 21  used to be every three years. The new transportation
22 continuing to pursue and evaluate the -- 22 bill, SAFETEA-LU, allows us to update every four years.
23 MR. GRIFFIN: And that -- one sentence here, and 23 And what an update means is reaily looking at all
24 thatis, can be financed, and it can be financed by the 24 the aspects of the plan and evaluating it as to, you
15:50 25 existing airports and the -- just like the FAA funds, 15:53 25 know, what needs to be really brought to -- current in
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15:53 1 terms of information, in terms of analysis and so forth. 15:56 1 asimportant as it is after September 11 of 2001. And
2 I mean, I'll give you an example. It's a dynamic, 2 so the new law made it clear that we have to address
3 living document in that our project costs -- part of 3 transportation security in the plan. And so we had a
4 what Regiona! Transportation Plan is it identifies 4 goal that identifies that, you know, making -- Ensuring
15:53 5 projects, tells what you -- it's going to cost to build 15:56 5 transportation security is -- is one of the key goals in
6 the projects, tells you what the time frame is to build 6 our transportation plan.
7 the projects. 7 In terms of relationship with the Regional
8 These things change over time because the cost 8 Comprehensive Plan, I'll ask Doug to comment on it as
9 escalation, you know, the planning -- there are a lot of 9 well. Regional Comprehensive Plan, my understanding is
15:54 10 considerations that go into planning that have to be 15:57 10 goes beyond just transportation plan. Transportation is
11 updated on a continual basis, which is why, in all its 11 obviously an important aspect of the regional planning
12 wisdom, the law requires us that we, you know, bring the 12 work we do at SCAG, and it is going to be, obviously,
13 document to current available -- the most current 13 important input into the Regional Comprehensive Plan.
14 information, which is why the update requirement every 14 What -- Regional Comprehensive Plan addresses
15:54 15 four years. 15:57 15 issues that directly refate to livabil- -- quality of
16 Now, does that mean that we don't do anything in 16 life and livability in this region beyond just
17 between those four years? That's not -- That's not the 17 transportation. And so since transportation is the
18 case. There -- We have process in place to amend the 18 planning and something that's federally mandated, it
19 plan if necessary, again, if there are significant 19 became clear to us that there's a federal mandate to
15:54 20 projects in the plan or significant assumptions in the 15:57 20 update a plan -- transportation plan every four years.
21 plan that have changed between those update periods. 21 And so if we are going to piggyback on the Regional
22 We, again, have process to amend the plan to 22 Comprehensive Plan effort to really help make sure that
23 reflect the new changes. I'll give you an example. In 23 we're moving along in terms of implementing the plan, it
24 the last plan when we adopted the 2004 RTP, the 24 made sense for us to be updating the Regional
15:54 25 Centerline project in Orange County was part of the 15:58 25 Comprehensive Plan every four years with the
Page 38 Page 40
15:54 1 pian. Butas we moved through the plan implementation 15:58 1 transportation plan as well.
2 process, it became evident in Orange County that there 2 And T'li let Doug speak to that.
3 was no -- that the support for CenterLine did not -- was 3 MR. KIM: It's a good question. Let me give you
4 going away, and the fact that the finance necessary for 4 two ideas why the RCP is being proposed to be updated on
15:55 5 implementing the CenterlLine was not coming together. 15:58 5 a four-year cycle.
6 And so we had to -- we had to reflect that reality 6 Number one, it's really trying to address your
7 through an amendment -- midterm amendment. So we have 7 concern, which is we know that in order to get a handle
8 that process in place to amend the plan in between. 8 on a sustainable -- let's say, air quality policies,
9 Now, as far as the goals and objectives, the 9 that we're looking at really profound changes and
15:55 10 biggest goal of the Regional Transportation Plan, again, 15:58 10 improvements to the planning that's done in
11 s to ensure mobility of getting goods, which really is 11 transportation and in all the different areas of public
12 a -- which really addresses all the other issues, you 12 life that we all deal with.
13 know, in terms of air quality, availability. Being able 13 A lot of those are going to be based on
14 to provide access to all segments of the society is -- 14 technologies that don't exist today. Four years from
15:55 15 is an important goal of the plan. Ensuring safety of -- 15:58 15 now, we're going to know a lot more about improved
16 transportation safety, that's another important goal of 16 battery technology that you were referring to. Eight
17 the plan. 17 years from now, we're going to know that much more.
18 And so every cycle, as we review the update 18 So as the world changes, as peak oil begins to
19 process, we look at whether or not we need to 19 develop as a real concern or not, as climate change
15:56 20 fundamentally look at whether we need to change those 15:58 20 begins to develop, as technology moves forward, we're
21 goals, objectives. And sometimes we find ourselves - 21 going to want to tweak our approach to getting a handie
22 we think what -- I think we need to tweak our goals 22  on technological fixes for the transportation system and
23 slightly to reflect the reality. 23  soforth. So that's the need for a four-year update on
24 I'll give you an example. For example, security. 24 the RCP.
15:56 25 Transportation security was an important issue but not 15:59 25 With regard to the relationship with the RTP, what
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15:59 1 the RCP does, among other things, is it says what really |16:02 1 there to do anything. We see it as a compendium, a
2 drives some of the challenges in resource planning in 2 one-stop shop as to best available practices -- Best
3 our economy and so forth is growth. And specifically 3 Management Practices that a lot of progressive cities
4 the kind of sprawling growth that's really inefficient 4 are already incorporating into projects.
15:59 5 in a lot of ways. 16:02 5 A lot of cities have said, you know, there's a
6 And what we're trying to do is take the Compass 6 million places to get this kind of information as a
7 notion and say this is really going to be a key to 7 regional council of governments. Not a bad idea for
8 getting a handle on resource conservation planning for 8 SCAG to put them all in one document under one cover.
9 the future. And if we have these Compass focus areas 9 So we'll be merely suggesting good planning
15:59 10 where we think growth should be focused, well, when it | 16:02 10 ideas that we think you ought to consider. There
11 comes to the RTP, which is adopted every four years, we 11 will be nothing binding from that standpoint, which
12 would like to step up our game a little bit more and try 12 makes it a little different than the RTP, but again,
13 to prioritize projects even more that benefit those 13 we're here to help with the RCP in your local planning
14 Compass focus areas. 14 efforts.
16:00 15 In a lot of cases, the RTP does that if in a lot of 16:02 15 MS. WILLIAMS: I'm Leann Williams, regional
16 cases we think that the Compass focus can help inject 16 planner, state DLT --
17 the RTP with a little bit more focus on those growth 17 (Interruption in proceedings.)
18 areas that we're talking about. So, for example, in 18 MS. WILLIAMS: One of the guiding principles is to
19 this draft RCP that comes out later this year, we're 19 enable prosperity for all people, but I notice that one
16:00 20 going to be looking at ways that the next RTP process -- | 16:03 20 of the nine elements does not include education. And I
21 the one that begins after adoption of the pending RTP 21 think in past times, that was one of the elements.
22 can be improved to really factor in some of the Compass 22 Is it going to be rolled in or incorporated into
23 strategies and objectives of the SCAG program. 23 one of these nine elements?
24 So there should be, as Naresh said, this sort of 24 MR. KIM: It will be rolied indirectly into the
16:00 25 symbiotic relationship between the two. But at a very 16:03 25 economy section, but we're going to be addressing it
Page 42 Page 44
16:00 1 practical level, the next RTP will hopefully step up its 16:03 1 specifically as a spotlight discussion in our document.
2 game of initiating the Compass Blueprint into the RTP 2 It's not one of the nine sort of standalone chapters,
3 process. 3 but we are going to have a spotlight focus on education
4 MR. SHEN: I'm Eric Shen from the City of Pasadena, 4 as well.
16:00 5 transportation development and transportation planning 16:03 5 MR. GRIFFIN: Now, it's more of a structural
6 manager. My question is to conform with RTP, it has 6 question. In a relationship to how you fit into the
7 been a practice that generally is followed by 7 scheme of things, sort of -- I've already addressed that
8 transportation professionals. 8 to a certain extent.
9 Now, you add to another layer of RCP on top of RTP. 9 But in any case, state versus the region and
16:01 10 I would like to see better instruction or clarification 16:04 10 transportation does go through. It's an interstate
11 so that local agencies would understand that when we 11 situation. It's an international situation. You have
12 update our general plan and different components, we 12 international rules. You have interstate rules. You
13 don't always update those components at once. 13 have even inter-region situations.
14 In terms of when you release and your new update 14 In other words, we have language in California, we
16:01 15 becomes in effect, how do we stay consistent or in 16:04 15 have the high-speed rail now that I think is interpreted
16 conformance with -- with your newly published either RCP 16 to be a steel rail -- steel wheel on a steel rail, which
17 orRTP? 17 is limited in speed and limited in time rate and also
18 Again, you don't have to answer me right now. It's 18 produces noise. But as it also -- Then if you talk
19 just something that I would like to have some 19 about that, it defines kind of a route you would take
16:01 20 clarification and also instruction as you move forward. 16:04 20 with that, and the route might be appropriate, say, to
21 MR. KIM: And that's an important point, Eric. I 21 go through Palmdale and then up through the Tehachapis
22 mean, what we will do is provide very clear guidance to 22 and then the Central Valley to Sacramento and
23 cities when the draft comes out -- certainly when the 23 San Francisco.
24 final comes out -- that with regard to the RTP's 24 Or perhaps the maglev. I think if you go into what
16:02 25 policies, nothing is mandating local governments in 16:05 25 the maglev can do as far as the high-speed system,
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16:05 1 rather than a high-speed rail, high-speed monorail, 16:07 1 don't have a definitive answer for you today.
2 maybe, but the maglev could possibly follow the 2 MR. GRIFFIN: I'm challenging you.
3 right-of-way of the Interstate Freeway 5 right up to 3 MR. AMATYA: We'll take all of your feedback, all
4 Sacramento, essentially go right down the Grapevine and 4  of your comments, and I appreciate the feedback. We'll
16:05 5 up the Grapevine and, of course, produce energy as it 16:07 5 make good use of the comments as we move forward and
6 goes down and use the energy as it comes up. And they 6 develop the plan.
7 can actually drive each other. Electrical systems are 7 Yes.
8 good at that. 8 MS. WILLIAMS: Naresh, in addition to security, are
9 And the maglev is able to climb that grade and 9 there any other issues that might stand out as being --
16:05 10 could climb up that grade, up the Grapevine and also the 16:08 10 that might be greater emphasized in this update as
11 Cajon Pass and also to go like that goods movement was 11 opposed to the last update you mentioned?
12 going out the 15 toward Las Vegas, in that direction 12 Bold approaches would be needed, so can you give us
13  across the country to get the goods across the country 13 a sense of what might be under consideration as we --
14 from -- from our ports. 14 receiving greater emphasis this time around for this
16:06 15 Now, when we talk about high speed for goods 16:08 15 update.
16 movement, maybe not -- maybe that's where electrical 16 MR. AMATYA: Well, I don't know if the emphasis is
17 rail up the Cajon is good. 17 going to be all that different, but as you know, you
18 But I think my question at this time is, how do you 18 know we've been talking about the air quality crisis in
19 relate to the interstate with our Regional 19 this region or the air quality crisis primarily
16:06 20 Transportation Plan in the region? 16:08 20 resulting from the goods movement activity or growth in
21 MR. AMATYA: That's a very good and fair question. 21 the goods movement activities. So goods movement
22 As you know, California Department of 22 initiatives are going to be very significant issues that
23 Transportation, Caltrans, has a responsibility for 23 we grapple with in -- in developing the plan. And I
24 putting out a statewide plan, and it's a policy 24 know there -- again, like I said, there are multiple
16:06 25 document. It lays out what the State goals and 16:09 25 efforts that are going on in the goods movement arena.
Page 46 Page 48
16:06 1 objectives are in terms of identifying the system. 16:09 1 We just had a -- had a big meeting this morning
2 MR. GRIFFIN: Of course, your -- get the funds for 2 about the multi-goods movement effort. They're looking
3 Caltrans. 3 at the systemwide approach. You're looking at the
4 MR. AMATYA: Absolutely, and we're very cognizant 4 entire system, the rail, the truck side, the ports,
16:06 5 and we work very closely with the State DOT to make sure | 16:09 5 et cetera, you know.
6 that the planning work we do is consistent with the 6 And we're taking all of that information. We're --
7 planning work that the State is doing. 7 We're grappling with what -~ do we have the funding
8 And so whatever system that the State is putting 8 wherewithals to really implement all of that. So goods
9 forth, we are cognizant of that. We're incorporating 9 movement I see as a major challenge.
16:07 10 them as we move forward with the plan development 16:09 10 The other challenge or initiative that I see is,
11 itself. 11 again, our -- our goal to really marry transportation
12 MR. GRIFFIN: Can you drive that with an initiative 12 improvements with the land use -- Compass 2 percent and
13 that would be on the ballot? Can you produce an 13 so forth. I know we try -- we started that initiative
14 initiative that would go on the ballot when you have 14 in the last update cycie, but this time around we're
16:07 15 thought -- used all your resources here, which you're 16:10 15 really looking at policies that are -- really bring
16 really -- You have a lot of resources at your command, 16 about changes that we need to, not just -- not just, you
17 and you have a budget. And you come up with great 17  know, meet the objectives in terms of our -- of meeting
18 plans. 18 air quality and so forth, but also making sure that
19 Can you translate that into initiatives that would 19 we're maximizing the transportation assets that we have
16:07 20 go on a ballot that people would say, "Yes, that's what 16:10 20 on the ground today.
21  we're going to do," and not have that sidetracked by a 21 What kind of growth will allow us to, you know,
22 number of different political entities that kill your 22 leverage this system even more? So we're thinking of
23 plan? 23 those things also as we -- as we develop the plan.
24 MR. AMATYA: Well, that's -- that's a challenge. 24 DR. HART: Now, as you think of RTP and people
16:07 25 That's always a challenge. And, again, you know, I 16:10 25 movement as opposed to goods movements as part of this
12 (Pages 45 to 48)
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16:10 1 process, in terms of methodology, are you doing any 16:13 1 stuffis -- is -- the tool, is pretty -- pretty -- you
2 regional mobility studies or subregional mobility 2 know, pretty good to evaluate those kinds of areas.
3 studies so we get of sense of -- for people movement? 3 Okay. Thank you very much.
4 What modes of travel are people using at what times for 4 Again, we need to move on. We've got the second
16:11 5 what kind of trips? Work trips? School trips? Medical 16:13 5 half of the program. Actually, I have five minutes'
6 trips? 6 break. Do we have time for five minutes of a break?
7 So I -- Because I think if you look at the 7 Okay.
8 2 percent Compass and trying to make sense of land use 8 (Interruption in proceedings.)
9 policies and transportation policies, it makes sense to 9 MS. LOCKWQOD: The remainder of this afternocon's
16:11 10 have a handle on mobility patterns of people in the 16:22 10 meeting is focused on the program EIR for the RCP and
11 region and subregionally. 11 RTP. It's going to be a joint document because the RCP
12 So is that methodology being incorporated? 12 and RTP, as you just heard, are linked. So we're going
13 MR. AMATYA: Oh, absolutely. I mean, the Regional 13 to be looking at the potential environmental impacts of
14 Transportation Plan itself is a study on mobility. In 14 the two plans as implemented together.
16:11 15 order to come up with the strategy that we put forth 16:22 15 So if you haven't received a copy of the notice of
16 through the plan, there is a lot of analytical work that 16 preparation for the program and EIR, there are copies at
17 goes behind it in terms of identifying where the trips 17 the back of the room.
18 are, you know, coming from, where the trips are going, 18 And, basically, the purpose of this scoping meeting
19 you know. What modes are most utilized. Where the 19 s to provide you and the public an opportunity to learn
16:11 20 heaviest demands are. All of those things are being 16:22 20 about the RTP and RCP. So we had a little bit of an
21 analyzed. 21 extended presentation a little bit earlier to really
22 We've got -- We've got a pretty sophisticated 22 bring you up to speed in terms of what SCAG's thinking
23 travel demand model, and we just updated travel 23 as the basic components of the RTP and RCP, and most
24 demand -- our travel demand model that that encompasses 24 importantly is to solicit input from you as to potential
16:12 25 all six counties in a single model as opposed to we -- 16:23 25 environmental impacts and issues as well as mitigation
Page 50 Page 52
16:12 1 four years ago the plan that we developed, the old 16:23 1 measures that you would like to see addressed in the
2 modeling really focused on only the urbanized areas of 2 program EIR.
3 our region. But the new model takes the kind of entire 3 Of course, we have a little bit of a head start
4 region in its entirety. 4 because this is not the first time that SCAG has done an
16:12 5 It's a very complex model, like I said, and the 16:23 5 EIR for the RTP. They, as you heard, do an RTP every
6 model really is a basis for us to evaluate all the 6 three years, and we do a program EIR every three years
7 different patterns that we talked about, and we are 7 associated with the RTP,
8 taking into account the resuits of -- of those patterns 8 What's a little bit different is this time we're
9 as we develop the plans and programs that are -- that 9 adding in the Regional Comprehensive Plan to the mix,
16:12 10 are going to be proposed in the RTP. 16:23 10 and that will help us a little bit to focus the
11 DR. HART: So then the model is regional. And then 11 environmental document because the Regional
12 how fine does that analysis, when you break it down to 12 Comprehensive Plan, as you just learned, will address
13  its subunit -- 13 more than just the transportation issues in the region
14 MR. AMATYA: Well, the model itself is -- the 14 but locking at the region as a whole and trying to
16:12 15 region is divided into something like 4,000 TAZs, TAZs 16:23 15 integrate planning of natural resources, land use and
16  being transportation analysis zones. So -- So the 16 environmental issues so that SCAG is taking a
17 refinement is at the TAZ level. But again, you know, we 17 comprehensive look at planning of the region.
18 are talking about use, you know, macro models. 18 So in the same way, we want to take a comprehensive
19 And s0, you know, will the model tell you what's 19 look at the potential environmental impacts associated
16:13 20 going to happen -- what's going to happen, you know, at | 16:24 20 with that planning efforts and really come up with a
21 the particular intersection or arterial way? Probably 21 comprehensive analysis, reasonable range of alternatives
22 the regional model is not a good tool to do that kind of 22 and a little bit -- as Doug was talking about, we'd
23 assessment. But in terms of giving big-picture, you 23 really like the mitigation measures to be a toolbox of
24 know, evaluations as to, you know, what mode is most 24 mitigation measures that address all of the issues
16:13 25 significant, where the trip patterns are, that kind of 16:24 25 addressed by the RTP and RCP.
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16:24 1 So as we just learned, the Regional Transportation 16:27 1 context or the teeth that resource agencies are looking
2 Plan consists of policies and strategies as well as 2 for in mitigation measures that address reducing impacts
3 individual projects, highway and arterial goods, 3 to resource areas.
4 government, transit and rail. It also includes a 4 The scope of the program EIR, because it is
16:24 5 regional aviation plan as well as public and private 16:27 5 addressing such large-scale planning projects that
6 investments, including high-speed rail and maglev that 6 encompass pretty much the growth that's anticipated in
7 we were just talking about. 7  this region between now and 2035, we are addressing all
8 As Doug just explained, Regional Comprehensive Plan 8 of the CEQA issue items. Again, we're doing it as a
9 is a companion document to the RTP. It includes goals, 9 general level of detail, but we address aesthetics, air
16:24 10 policies and actions. It focuses on performance 16:27 10 quality, biological resource and open space, cultural
11 outcomes that can achieve sustainability. And really, 11 resource, energy, geology and soils, land use and
12 the Regional Comprehensive Plan provides mitigation for 12 housing, noise, population, housing and employment,
13 growth and the Regional Transportation Plan. 13 public services and utilities, transportation, water
14 So a lot of the policies, actions and goals of the 14 resources.
16:25 15 Regional Comprehensive Plan are intended to mitigate, if 116:28 15 So pretty much those issue areas encompass all of
16 you will, the growth and transportation actions and 16 the CEQA issue areas. We've combined some of them just
17 policies in the Regional Transportation Plan. 17 because they're so related, and addressing them at this
18 So the program environmental impact report, which 18 general level of detail doesn't make sense to pull them
19 we're really seeing as a companion document to the two 19 apart too much. So we combine issue areas. But pretty
16:25 20 planning documents as with ail environmental impact 16:28 20 much ali of the CEQA issue areas that are addressed in
21 reports, will be an informational document. 21 the California Environmental Quality Act will be
22 So our intent is to provide as much information as 22 addressed in this document.
23 we can, answer as many questions as we can about the 23 The alternatives that we plan to look at, we plan
24 impacts of the two plans and the associated secondary 24 to look at the no-project alternative. So what happens
16:25 25 and indirect impacts as we possibly can. 16:28 25 if growth in the region continues as currently planned
Page 54 Page 56
16:25 1 So we'll be evaluating the RTP and RCP, of course, 16:28 1 without the policies and strategies included in the RTP
2 atthe program level, which is a general level analysis. 2 and RCP? We'll be looking at what would happen if the
3 We won't be able to get into project-specific analyses 3 goals and policies and projects of the 2004 RTP were to
4 because that would just be too much detail. Individual 4 continue.
16:26 5 projects will, of course, be analyzed at a 16:29 5 There were two new RTPs, so we wili update the
6 project-specific level and basically will be the second 6 population information, but we will basically extend the
7 tier of environmental review. 7 anticipated outcomes of the 2004 RCP. Then, of course,
8 We really consider this program EIR to be 8 we will be analyzing as the project, the new pian.
9 first-tier environmental review so it provides the 9 And then another alternative we'll be looking at is
16:26 10 context, provides an overview of impacts at the regional 16:29 10 an environmentally superior plan. So we're looking at a
11 level. 11 more aggressive plan that would reduce consumption of
12 And then we're going to include mitigation measures 12 resources -- energy resources, water resources -- and
13 to reduce impacts. And what's going to be different 13  would also make progress towards AB 32. So we're still
14 this time around, we're going to categorize the 14 in the process of formulating that alternative to try
16:26 15 mitigation measures as ones that we recommend for 16:29 15 and come up with components of such an alternative that
16 planning level documents, general plans, specific plans 16 would achieve as many environmental goals as possible.
17 and then measures that we recommend for individual types 17 Our schedule is -- The notice of preparation went
18 of projects, whether they're transportation projects or 18 outin June. We're holding the scoping meeting. We're
19 individual development projects. 19 anticipating that the draft EIR will trail the RCP and
16:26 20 So we've already had a fairly extensive outreach 16:30 20 RTP slightly, but we're anticipating the end of this
21 effort to communities, to agencies, including local 21 year, early next year, and we anticipate a 45-day public
22 jurisdictions and resource agencies, to try and solicit 22 comment period. That will be either late this year or
23 input as to how to design mitigation measures to be most 23 early next year. If it extends over the holidays, we'll
24 useful to communities who are writing environmental 24 probably extend the comment period to aliow for any
16:27 25 documents out there and also to provide the regulatory 16:30 25 interruption of the holidays. And then we're
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16:30 1 anticipating that the final program EIR will be 16:33 1 STAFF PERSON: We'll make sure it gets in.
2 certified in early 2008, immediately prior to the 2 MR. GRIFFIN: Maybe not you personally, but I got a
3 adoption of the RTP and RCP. 3 notice of the meeting. And I was on your e-mail list,
4 So with that overview, we're going to open it up 4 and I responded earlier to that.
16:30 5 for formal comments on the EIR, and we -- as mentioned 16:33 5 STAFF PERSON: We've received it.
6 previously, we have a court reporter to take down those 6 STAFF PERSON: Thank you.
7 comments. And pretty much the comments that we receive 7 MS. LOCKWOOD: So after today's meeting, there's
8 today will be considered in the formulation of the EIR. 8 still another few days to submit any written comments
9 And as you all know, when we do the response to 9 before August 1st. And, of course, when the draft EIR
16:31 10 comments which follows the 45-day comment period, we'll | 16:33 10 is released, there will be an opportunity to comment
11  be doing the detailed item-by-item response to the 11 both in -- both similar to today or in writing.
12 comments. But today we're just basically looking for 12 MR. SHEN: Wendy, as you prepare your EIR, would
13 input to consider in preparing the document. 13 you be visiting different jurisdictions? Our own
14 MR. GRIFFIN: My name is Charles Griffin. I'm from 14 long-range plans have been recently adopted primarily on
16:31 15 Newport Beach. I'm a professional control system 16:34 15 housing allocation or land use intensities and then use
16 engineer, and I initiated the California 16 that to validate your own assumption and --
17 Environmental -- 17 MS. LOCKWOOD: That's a huge part of the planning
18 MS. LOCKWOOD: Quality Act. 18 process and, basically, that's part of the RTP and RCP
19 MR. GRIFFIN: -- Quality Act in California in 1972 19 is in developing the growth forecasts. The baseline
16:31 20 by a landmark as the plaintiff versus the County -- and 16:34 20 assumption is the assumption that existing plans and
21 Friends of Mammoth. 21 policies are in place, including general plans and other
22 And part of this notice of preparation went out in 22 planning documents.
23 June. I probably should -- would have seen that. I 23 And SCAG has already undertaken a huge outreach
24 probably was mentioned in your website. Normally, that 24 effort to go and understand what current planning
16:32 25 involves some public input, and, of course, this meeting 16:34 25 policies are, and then what the RTP will be doing in
Page 58 Page 60
16:32 1 s part of that. And it typically would include input 16:34 1 making assumptions regarding growth will be to look at
2 as to requests, what should be included in the EIR. And 2 what growth assumptions make sense in terms of
3 I, of course, mentioned earlier, a favorite subject of 3 aggressively pursuing Compass, as well as what each
4 mine was hydrogen fusion. And I feel that the impacts 4 community has indicated they would like to see happen in
16:32 5 of hydrogen fusion should be included in the EIR. 16:35 5 their community.
6 MS. LOCKWOOD: Okay. That might be one of the 6 So the final RTP will be looking at a growth plan
7 mitigation measures that we should be addressing as 7 which is consistent with the policy in the RTP. So that
8 opposed to an impact because I don't think we have 8 will really be part of the project description because
9 hydrogen fusion as part of the project description but 9 the RTP, the actual transportation projects, go hand in
16:32 10 as a mitigation measure, perhaps. 16:35 10 hand with the policies. And the policies, many of them
11 MR. GRIFFIN: Its effect on -- well, of course, 11 are land use policies. So, basically, the EIR will be
12 AB 32 is a major item. And, of course, that's carbon 12 taking a look at full implementation of the RTP,
13 dioxide. And, of course, the transition, of course, to 13 assuming that it is successful.
14 a hydrogen economy, and that's where the fusion comes 14 So we will be talking about the growth that is
16:32 15 in. 16:35 15 anticipated to happen, together with the Regional
16 Where do you put the inputs? Is this today? That 16 Transportation Plan. So that's been a fairly extensive
17 would be my input, 17 effort that's been ongoing for three years here at SCAG,
18 MS. LOCKWOOD: The court reporter's taking down -- 18 so it should be interesting.
19 MR. GRIFFIN: She has my card. 19 MR. GRIFFIN: Another input perhaps to the study,
16:33 20 MS. LOCKWOOD: Well, we're taking a transcript. 16:36 20 and that is AB 32 calls for the air quality board, I
21 MR. GRIFFIN: That's one of the things that should 21 believe it is, to -- and, of course, the chairman's just
22  be inciuded. 22 been replaced by the governor for whatever reason and --
23 STAFF PERSON: Did you want this e-mail included in 23 butin any case, there's another, AB 700.
24  the record for today? 24 The airport in Santa Monica is asking that --
16:33 25 MR. GRIFFIN: I've already sent it to you. 16:36 25 promoting this legislation that would require that the
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16:36 1 contaminants be measured at the Santa Monica Airport and | 16:39 1  about are components of the Regional Transportation
2 produce carbon dioxide particulates particularly and - 2 Plan. Regional Transportation Plan includes an aviation
3 and that law is primarily to ask that that be measured. 3 plan.
4 And I think to implement 32 to reduce it to a certain 4 MR. GRIFFIN: And the EIR, I'm saying the EIR
16:36 5 amount, of course, in the 1990 level implies that you 16:39 5 should -- should study --
6 knew what you had in 1990. And if you're going to 6 MS. LOCKWOOD: The EIR will study the impacts of
7 reduce it to the 1990 level, I think that AB 700 was a 7 the aviation plan. And to the extent that your comments
8 start in that process. If you're going to reduce it, 8 suggest an alternative to the aviation plan, that may be
9 you have to show that you have reduced it. 6 included in the RTP. We'll pass those comments on to
16:37 10 And I think earlier I had hoped you would build a 16:39 10 RTP staff.
11 maglev system to new airports outside the air basin, so 11 MR. GRIFFIN: The aviation plan is very
12 s that -- burned by the airplanes, there's no other 12 questionable, too, because there are limits for our air
13 fuel. They can't really operate on a hydrogen -- 13 corridors. And the maglev system -- Maglevs can fly at
14 Hydrogen only produces one-third the energy that carbon 14 more than 300 miles an hour. The aircraft are limited
16:37 15 does, so we're kind of stuck with using kerosene for 16:40 15 to 288 miles an hour below 10,000 feet. And that's
16 aircraft, particularly since it takes us 20 or 30 years 16 where most of the aircraft are.
17 to develop and get -- go through a cycle of aircraft. 17 So thank you. Appreciate your patience.
18 And so we need to move the airports outside the 18 MS. LOCKWOOD: Yeah.
19 region. And so we need to get the maglevs paid for by 19 Anybody else?
16:37 20 the productivity of the existing airports with the idea 16:40 20 All right. We're going to be around after the
21 that when the maglev high-speed run is built to 21 meeting if you have any additional comments or want to
22 Victorville and Las Vegas, perhaps, and to Palmdale, 22 hand us any written comments. We thank you for your
23  that you then could sell the property of the existing 23 time today.
24 airports in the air basin and for -- putting them on the 24 (The proceedings concluded at 4:40 p.m.)
16:38 25 tax rolls and also allowing them to provide a high-rise, 16:40 25 ol
Page 62 Page 64
16:38 1 low-cost housing and more productivity for the general 1 STATE OF CALIFORNIA ) ss
2 increase in the population. 2
3 But -- So that's very high-priced coastal property. 3 I, Mary K. Medley, CSR 9557, do hereby declare:
4 Like at LAX, very bad place for an airport. It's foggy 4
16:38 5 and that kind -- 5 That the above foregoing sixty-three (63) pages
6 So I think we need to think again about that in the 6 contain a full, true and correct transcription of the
7 EIR; that you need to study particularly the Palmdale 7 proceedings.
8 and Victorville Airports outside the basin with the idea 8 ) i
9  of closing down the existing airports inside the basin, 9 I further dec]are that I have no interest in the
16:38 10 particularly Ontario, which is the most contaminated 1(1) event of the action.
11 place in the nation probably, and has the probiem of .
12 cross winds whenever there is a Santa Ana wind, shuts 12 I declare ”“def peqalty of perjury un_der.the laws
13 down the - 13 of the State of California that the foregoing is true
14 But then also Santa Monica Airport is a key to that 1; and correct.
16:38 15 because that was .glven to the Cltx of Santa Mor.uca for 16 WITNESS my hand this day of
16 the purpose of being used as an airport or for airport 17 ) )
17 purposes. So, therefore, it should probably be a maglev 18
18 terminal that would connect directly to the maglev 19
19 flyway or right out to Victorville across -- on the 20
16:39 20 60 -- on the 10 and the 60, the 15, up the Cajon Pass Mary K. Medley, CSR 9557
21 and out to Victorville. And that would also connect 21
22 with an interchange to another high-speed up the 5 to go 22
23 to Paimdale. 23
24 Thank you. 24
16:39 25 MS. LOCKWOOD: Pretty much what you're talking 25
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| South Coast
Air Quality Management District

! 21865 Copley Drive, Diamond Bar, CA 91765-4182
(909) 396-2000 www.aqmd.gov

July 3, 2007
Ms. Jessica Kirchner
Associate Environmental Planner
Southern California Association of Governments (SCAG)
818 West Seventh Street, 12™ Floor
Los Angeles, CA 90017-3435

Dear Ms. Kirchner:

Notice of Preparation of a Draft Environmental Impact Report (Draft EIR) for the
2008 Regional Transportation Plan (RTP) and 2008 Regional Comprehensive Plan

(RCP)

The South Coast Air Quality Management District (SCAQMD) appreciates the opportunity to comment on the above-
mentioned document. The SCAQMD’s comments are recommendations regarding the analysis of potential air quality
impacts from the proposed project that should be included in the draft environmental impact report (EIR). Please send
the SCAQMD a copy of the Draft EIR upon its completion. In addition, please send with the draft EIR all
appendices or technical documents related to the air quality analysis and electronic versions of all air quality
modeling and health risk assessment files. Without all files and supporting air quality documentation, the
SCAQMD will be unable to complete its review of the air quality analysis in a timely manner. Any delays in
providing all supporting air quality documentation will require additional time for review beyond the end of the
comment period.

Air Quality Analysis

The SCAQMD adopted its California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Air Quality Handbook in 1993 to assist
other public agencies with the preparation of air quality analyses. The SCAQMD recommends that the Lead Agency
use this Handbook as guidance when preparing its air quality analysis. Copies of the Handbook are available from the
SCAQMD’s Subscription Services Department by calling (909) 396-3720. Alternatively, the lead agency may wish to
consider using the California Air Resources Board (CARB) approved URBEMIS 2002 Model. This model is available
on the SCAQMD Website at: www.aqmd.gov/ceqa/models. html.

The Lead Agency should identify any potential adverse air quality impacts that could occur from all phases of the
project and all air pollutant sources related to the project. Air quality impacts from both construction (including
demolition, if any) and operations should be calculated. Construction-related air quality impacts typically include, but
are not limited to, emissions from the use of heavy-duty equipment from grading, earth-loading/unloading, paving,
architectural coatings, off-road mobile sources (e.g., heavy-duty construction equipment) and on-road mobile sources
(e.g., construction worker vehicle trips, material transport trips). Operation-related air quality impacts may include,
but are not limited to, emissions from stationary sources (e.g., boilers), area sources (e.g., solvents and coatings), and
vehicular trips (e.g., on- and off-road tailpipe emissions and entrained dust). Air quality impacts from indirect sources,
that is, sources that generate or attract vehicular trips should be included in the analysis.

The SCAQMD has developed a methodology for calculating PM2.5 emissions from construction and operational
activities and processes. In connection with developing PM2.5 calculation methodologies, the SCAQMD has also
developed both regional and localized significance thresholds. The SCAQMD requests that the lead agency quantify
PM2.5 emissions and compare the results to the recommended PM2.5 significance thresholds. Guidance for
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calculating PM2.5 emissions and PM2.5 significance thresholds can be found at the following internet address:
http://www.aqmd.gov/ceqa/handbook/PMZ 5/PM2_5.html

It is recommended that lead agencies for projects generating or attracting vehicular trips, especially heavy-duty diesel-
fueled vehicles, perform a mobile source health risk assessment. Guidance for performing a mobile source health risk
assessment (“Health Risk Assessment Guidance for Analyzing Cancer Risk from Mobile Source Diesel Idling
Emissions for CEQA Air Quality Analysis™) can be found on the SCAQMD’s CEQA web pages at the following
internet address: http://www.agmd. gov/ceqashandbook/mobile toxic/mobile_toxic.html. An analysis of all toxic air
contaminant impacts due to the decommissioning or use of equipment potentially generating such air poliutants should
also be included.

internet address: http://www.agmd. gov/prdas/aqguide/agguide html. In addition, guidance on sitting incompatible land
uses can be found in the California Air Resources Board’s Air Quality and Land Use Handbook: A Community
Perspective, which can be found at the following internet address: http.//'www arb.ca, gov/ch/handbook.pdf. Pursuant
to state CEQA Guidelines §15126.4 (a)(1)(D), any impacts resulting from mitigation measures must also be discussed.

Data Sources

SCAQMD rules and relevant air quality reports and data are available by calling the SCAQMD’s Public Information
Center at (909) 396-2039. Much of the information available through the Public Information Center is also available
via the SCAQMD’s World Wide Web Homepage (http://www‘aqmd.gov).

The SCAQMD is willing to work with the Lead Agency to ensure that project-related emissions are accurately
identified, categorize , and evaluated. Please call Charles Blankson, Ph.D., Air Quality Specialist, CEQA Section, at
(909) 396-3304 if you have any questions regarding this letter.

Sincerely,

. Vﬂ’ e
Steve Smith, Ph.D.

Program Supervisor, CEQA Section
Planning, Rule Development and Area Sources

SS:CB:LI
LAC070628-01AK
Control Number




915 CAPITOL MALL, ROOM 364
SACRAMENTO, CA 95814

(916) 653-6251

Fax (916) 657-5390

wyw.pabe cgoy
ds_nahc@pacbellnet

July 6, 2007

Ms. Jessica Kirchner

Southern California Assoclation of Governments
818 W. Seventh Street, 12° Floor

Los Angeles, CA 90017-3435

Dear Ms. Kirchner:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the above-referenced document. The California
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) requires that any project that causes a substantial adverse change in the
significance of an historical resource, that includes archeological resources, is a ‘significant effect’ requiring
the preparation of an Environmental Impact Report (EIR per CEQA guidelines § 15064 .5(b)(c). In order to
comply with this provision, the lead agency is required to assess whether the project will have an adverse
impact on these resources within the ‘area of potential effect (APE), andifso, to mitigate that effect. To
adequately assess the project-related impacts on historical resources, the Commission recommends the
following action:

J Contact the appropriate California Historic Resources Information Center (CHRIS). Contact information

for the ‘Information Center’ nearest you is available from the State Office of Mistoric Presesvation in

Sacramento (916/653-7278). The record search will determine:

« [f a part or the entire (APE) has been previously surveyed for cultural resources.

s If any known cuftural resources have already been recorded in or adjacent to the APE.

»  |f the probability is low, moderate, or high that cultural resources are located in the APE.

» If a survey is required to determine whether previously unrecorded cultural resources are present.

\ If an archaeological inventory survey is required, the final stage is the preparation of a professional report

detailing the findings and recommendations of the records search and field survey.

« The final report containing site forms, site significance, and mitigation measurers should be submitted
immediately to the planning department. All information regarding site locations, Native American
human remains, and associated funerary objects should be in a separate confidential addendum, and
not be made available for pubic disclosure.

»  The final written report should be submitted within 3 months after work has been completed to the

J Contact the Native American Heritage Commission (NAHC) for.

« A Sacred Lands File (SLF) search of the project area and information on tribal contacts in the project

vicinity who may have information on cultural resources in of near the APE. Please provide us site

identification as follows: USGS 7.2-minute qugdrandic citation with name ange and section. This
will assist us with the SLF.

«  Also, we recommend that you contact the Native American contacts on the attached list to get their
input on the effect of potential project (e.g. APE) impact.

V Lack of surface evidence of archeological resources does not preclude their subsurface existence.

« Lead agencies should include in their mitigation plan provisions for the identification and evaluation of
accidentally discovered archeological resources, par California Environmaental Quality Act {CEQA)
§15064.5 (f). In areas of identified archaeological sensitivity, a certified archaeologist and a culturally
affiliated Native American, with knowledge in cultural resources, should monitor all ground-disturbing
activities.

» lLead agencies should include in their mitigation plan provisions for the disposition of recovered artifacts,
in consultation with culturally affitated Native Americans.
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Y Lead agencies should include provisions for discovery of Native American human remains or unmarked cemeteries
in their mitigation plans.
«  CEQA Guidelines, Section 15064.5(d) requires the lead agency to work with the Native Americans identified by
this
Commission if the initial Study identifies the presence of likety presence of Native American human remains
within the APE. CEQA Guidelines provide for agreements with Native American, identified by the NAHC, to
assure the appropriate and dignified treatment of Native American human remains and any associated grave
liens.
\J Health and Safety Code §7050.5, Public Resources Code §5097.98 and Sec. §15064.5 (d) of the CEQA
Guidelines mandate procedures to be followed in the event of an accidental discovery of any human remains in a
location other than a dedicated cemetery.
J Lead agencies should consider avoidance, as defined in § 15370 of the CEQA Guidelines, when significant cultural
resources are discovered during the course of project planning.

P

Please feel free to '.-" tact e at (916) 653-6251 if you have any questions.

Program Analyst
Cc: State Ctearinuse

Attachment: List of Native American Contacts




Native American Contacts
Los Angeles and Ventura Counties
July 6, 2007

Charles Cooke

32835 Santiago Road Chumash

?6%??269 1422, CA 93510 Fernandeno
- Tataviam

(661) 733-1812 Kitanemuk

Beverly Salazar Folkes

1931 Shadybrook Drive Chumash

Thousand s CA 91362 Tataviam

805 492-7255 Fernandefio

Fernandeno Tataviam Band of Mission Indians
Randy Guzman-Folkes, Dir. Cultural and Environmental Department
601 South Brand Boulevard, Suite 102  Fernandeno

San Fernando » CA 91340  Tataviam

ced@tataviam.or
(818) 837-0794 ce

(805) 501-5279 Cell
(818) 837-0796 Fax

Julie Lynn Tumamait
365 North Pole Ave
Ojai » CA 93023

jtumamait@hotmail.com
(805) 646-6214

Chumash

This list Is current only as of the date of this document.
Distribution of this list does not relleve any person of statutory

Patrick Tumamait
992 El Camino Corto
Ojai , CA 93023

anahea2@apl.com
{805) 640-0481

(805) 216-1253 Cell

Chumash

LA City/County Native American Indian Comm
Ron Andrade, Director

3175 West 6th Street, Rm. 403

Los Angeles , CA 90020

(213) 351-5324

(213) 386-3995 FAX

Owl Clan

Qun-tan Shup

48825 Sapaque Road
Bradley » CA 93426
(805) 472-9536

(805) 835-2382 - CELL

Chumash

Ti'At Society

Cindi Alvitre

6602 Zelzah Avenue
Reseda » CA 91335

calvitre@yahoo.com
(714) 504-2468 Cell

Gabrielino

lwmdeﬂmdmsmm.smmuwm;m

Safety Code, Section 5097.94 of the Public Resources Code and Section 5097.98 of the Public Resources Code.
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Native American Contacts
Los Angeles and Ventura Counties
July 6, 2007

Tongva Ancestral Territorial Tribal Nation
John Tommy Rosas, Tribal Adminstrator
4712 Admiralty Way, Suite 172 Gabrielino Tongva

Marina Del Rey  CA 90292
310-570-6567

Kitanemuk & Yowlumne Tejon Indians
Delia Dominguez

981 N. Virginia Yowlumne
Covina , CA 91722 Kitanemuk
(626) 339-6785

Diane Napoleone and Associates
Diane Napoleone

6997 Vista del Rincon

La Conchita . CA 93001

dnaassociates@sbcglobal.net
805-643-7492

Chumash

San Fernando Band of Mission Indians
John Valenzuela, Chairperson

P.O. Box 221838 Fernandefo
Newhall , CA 91322  Tataviam
tsen2u@msn.com Serrano
(661) 753-9833 Office Vanyume
(760) 885-0955 Cell Kitanemuk

(760) 949-1604 Fax

This list is current only as of the date of this document.
DisMbuﬁonoﬂmsllstdoeenotreneveenypermnofmmtoryr

Gabrieleno/Tongva Tribal Council
Anthony Morales, Chairperson
PO Box 693

San Gabriel . CA 91778

ChiefRBwife@aol.com
(626) 286-1632

(626) 286-1758 - Home
(626) 286-1262 Fax

Gabrielino Tongva

Gabrielino/Tongva Council / Gabrielino Tongva Nation
Sam Dunlap, Tribal Secretary

761 Terminal Street; Bidg 1, 2nd floor Gabrielino Tongva
Los Angeles . CA 90021

office @tongvatribe.net
(213) 489-5001 - Officer
(909) 262-9351 - cell

(213) 489-5002 Fax

Gabrielino Band of Mission indians of CA
Ms. Susan Frank
PO Box 3021

Beaumont ,» CA 92223
(951) 897-2536 Phone/Fax

Gabrielino

Coastal Band of the Chumash Nation
Roberta Cordero

4451 La Paloma Road
Santa Barbara » CA 93105

roberta.cordero@gmail.com
805-681-9133

Chumash

Inyasdemwdm%cﬂonm.SOfthel-leaMand
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Native American Contacts
Los Angeles and Ventura Counties
July 6, 2007

Gabrielino Tongva Indians of California Tribal Council
Robert Dorame, Tribal Chair/Cultural Resources
5450 Slauson, Ave, Suite 151 PMB  Gabrielino Tongva
Culver City » CA 90230
gto va@verizon.net

62-761-6417 - voice
562-920-9449 - fax

Gabrielino Tongva Indians of California Tribal Council
Mercedes Dorame, Tribal Administrator

20990 Las Flores Mesa Drive Gabrielino Tongva
Malibu » CA 90265
Pluto05@hotmail.com

Carol A. Pulido
165 Mountainview Street Chumash
Qak View ,» CA 93022

805-649-2743 (Home)

Melissa M. Para-Hernandez
119 North Balsam Street Chumash

Oxnard » CA 93030
805-988-9171

This list is current only as of the date of this document.
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Native American Contacts
San Bernardino, Riverside and Orange Counties

Cabazon Band of Mission Indians
John A. James, Chairperson
84-245 Indio Springs Parkway Cahuilla

Indio s CA 92203-3499
(760) 342-2593

(760) 347-7880 Fax

Cahuilla Band of Indians

Anthony Madrigal, Jr., Interim-Chairperson
P.O. Box 391760 Cahuilla
Anza » CA 92539

tribalcouncil@cahuilla.net
(951) 763-2631

(951) 763-2632 Fax

Pechanga Band of Mission Indians

Paul Macarro, Cultural Resource Center
P.O. Box 1477 Luiseno
Temecula ,» CA 92593

(951) 308-9295 Ext 8106

(951) 676-2768

(951) 506-9491 Fax

Ramona Band of Mission Indians
Joseph Hamilton, vice chairman

P.O. Box 391670 Cahuilla
Anza , CA 92539

admin@ramonatribe.com
(951) 763-4105

(951) 763-4325 Fax

This list is current only as of the date of this document.

Distribution of this list does not relleve any person of statutory
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San Manuel Band of Mission Indians
Henry Duro, Chairperson

26569 Community Center Drive Serrano
lgggland » CA 92346

(909) 864-8933

(909) 864-3370 Fax

Soboba Band of Mission Indians
Robert J. Salgado, Sr., Chairperson
P.O. Box 487 Luiseno
San Jacinto , CA 92581

varres@soboba-nsn.gov
(951) 654-2765

(951) 654-4198 - Fax

Torres-Martinez Desert Cahuilla Indians

Raymond Torres, Chairperson
PO Box 1160 Cahuilla
Thermal » CA 92274

rtorress @torresmartinez.com
(760) 397-0300

(760) 397-8146 Fax

Twenty-Nine Palms Band of Mission Indians
Mike Darrell, Chairperson
46-200 Harrison Place
Coachella » CA 92236
tribal-epa@worldnet.att.net
(76Q) 775-5566

(760) 775-4639 Fax

Chemehuevi

Ity as defined in Section 7050.5 of the Heaith and

responsibil
Safety Code, Section 5097.94 of the Public Resources Code and Section 5097.98 of the Public Resources Code.
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Alvino Siva
2034 W. Westward
Banning » CA 92220

(951) 849-3450

Joseph R. Benitez (Mike)
P.O. Box 1829

Indio » CA 92201
(760) 347-0488

Chemehuevi Reservation
Charles Wood, Chairperson
P.O. Box 1976

Chemehuevi Valley , CA 92363

chemehuevit@yahoo.com
(760) 858-4301

(760) 858-5400 Fax

Fort Mojave Indian Tribe
Nora McDowell, Chairperson
500 Merriman Ave

Needles » CA 92363

loriasmith@fortmojave.com
60) 629-4591

(760) 629-5767 Fax

Native American Contacts
San Bernardino, Riverside and Orange Counties

Cahuitla

Chemehuevi

Chemehuevi

Mojave

This list is current only as of the date of this document.
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Ti'At Society

Cindi Alvitre

6602 Zelzah Avenue
Reseda » CA 91335

calvitre @yahoo.com
(714) 504-2468 Cell

Gabrielino

Juaneno Band of Mission Indians Acjachemen Nation
David Belardes, Chairperson
31742 Via Belardes

San Juan Capistrano , CA 92675
(949) 493-0959

(949) 493-1601 Fax

Juaneno

Colorado River Reservation

Micheal Tsosie, Cultural Contact

Route 1, Box 23-B Mojave
Parker » AZ 85344  Chemehuevi

sgmi@rraz.net
(928) 669-9211

(928) 669-5675 Fax

Torres-Martinez Desert Cahuilla Indians
Ernest Morreo

PO Box 1160

Thermal » CA 92274

maxtm@aol.com
(760) 397-0300

(760) 397-8146 Fax

Cahuilla

mlbilﬁyasdeﬂmthacﬂonTOSOEoﬂheHeaMand

Americanwithregsrdmcwmmlmhrﬂlepmpom
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Native American Contacts
San Bernardino, Riverside and Orange Counties

Juaneno Band of Mission Indians

Anita Espinoza

1108 E. 4th Street Juaneno
Santa Ana » CA 92630

neta77 @sbcglobal.net
(714) 779-8832

July 6, 2007

Gabrielino/Tongva Council / Gabrielino Tongva Nation
Sam Dunlap, Tribal Secretary

761 Terminal Street; Bldg 1, 2nd floor Gabrielino Tongva
Los Angeles , CA o021

office @tongvatribe.net

(213) 489~ 1 - Officer

(909) 262-9351 - cell

(213) 489-5002 Fax

AhaMaKav Cultural Society, Fort Mojave Indian Tribe Juaneno Band of Mission Indians Acjachemen Nation

Linda Otero, Director
P.O. Box 5990 Mojave
Mohave Valley . AZ 86440

ahamakav@citlink.net
(928) 768-4475

(928) 768-7996 Fax

Santa Rosa Band of Mission Indians
John Marcus, Chairman

P.O. Box 609 Cahuilla
Hemet , CA 92546
srtribaloffice @aol.com

(951) 658-5311

(951) 658-6733 Fax

Augustine Band of Cahuilla Mission Indians
Mary Ann Green, Chairperson
P.O. Box 846 Cahuilla

Coachella ., CA 92236
(760) 369-7171

760-369-7161

This list Is current only as ot the date of this document.

Distribution of this list does not relieve any person of statutory
Resources

Safety Coda, Section 5097.94 of the Public

Anthony Rivera, Chairman
31411-A La Matanza Street Juaneno
San Juan Capistrano |, CA 92675-2674

arivera@ijuaneno.com
949-488-3484
949-488-3294 Fax

Morongo Band of Mission Indians

Britt W. Wilson, Cultural Resources-Project Manager
49750 Seminole Drive Cahuilla

Cabazon » CA 92230 Serrano

britt_wilson@morongo.org
(951) 755-5206
(951) 755-5200/323-0822-cell

(951) 922-8146 Fax

San Manuel Band of Mission Indians
Ann Brierty, Environmantal Department
101 Pure Water Lane Serrano
Highland » CA 92346

abrierg@sanmanuel—nsn.gov
(909) 863-5899 EXT-4321

(909) 862-5152 Fax

responsibility as defined in Section 7050.5 of the Health and
Code and Section 5097.98 of the Public Resources Code.

This list is only applicable for contacting local Natlve American with regard to cultural resources for the proposed
SCH#2007061126; CEQA NoﬂcedPrewmﬁm(NOP);dmﬂEMmkaW;mﬂ(DEﬂ)Mmmm

Transportation Plan and Regional Comprehensive Plan for Ventura, Los

, Riverside and Orange

countles, Califernia; Southern Callfornia Asssolcation of Governments is the Laad Agency.
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Torres-Martinez Desert Cahuilla Indians Juaneno Band of Mission Indians Acjachemen Nation
William J. Contreras, Cultural Resources Coordinator Joyce Perry , Tribal Manager & Cultural Resources

P.O. Box 1160 Cahuilla
Thermal » CA 92274

760) 397-0300

(760) 275-2686-CELL

(760) 397-8146 Fax

Torres-Martinez Desert Cahuilla Indians

Alberto Ramierz, Environmental Coordinator

P.O. Box 1160 Cahuilla
Thermal , CA 92274

albertor@torresmartinez.org
760) 397-0300

(760) 397-8146 Fax

Soboba Band of Luisefio Indians

Bennae Calac, Cultural Resource Director

P.0O. Box 487 Luiseno
San Jacinto , CA 92581

bcalac@soboba-nsn-gov
(951) 663-8332

(951) 654-4198 - FAX

Cabazon Band of Mission Indians
Judy Stapp, Director of Cultural Affairs

84-245 Indio Springs Parkway Cahuilla
Indio , CA 92203-3499

iweaver @cabazonindians.org
(760) 342-2593

(760) 347-7880 Fax

This list Is current only as of the date ot this document.

Distribution of this list does not refieve any person of statutory res|

31742 Via Belardes Juaneno

San Juan Capistrano , CA 92675
(949) 493-0959

(949) 493-1601 Fax

Fort Mojave Indian Tribe
Gary Goforth, Tribal Administrator
500 Merriman Ave Mojave
Needles » CA 92363
%gforth@fortmojave.com

) 629-4591

(760) 629-5767 Fax

Fort Mojave Indian Tribe

Esadora Evanston, Environmental Coordinator
500 Merriman Ave Mojave
Needles , CA 92363

I iongeg_a@ftmojave.oom
(760) 326-1112
(760) 629-4591

(760) 629-5767 Fax

Ramona Band of Cahuilla Indians
Manuel Hamilton, Chairperson

P.O. Box 391670 Cahuilla
Anza , CA 92539

admin@ramonatribe.com
(951) 763-4105

(951) 763-4325 Fax

ltyasﬂeﬁnedhtSecﬂon?%O.Sofmel-ha!mand

ponsibil
Safety Code, Section 5097.94 of the Public Resources Code and Section 5097.98 of the Public Resources Code.
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Native American Contacts
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Ramona Band of Mission Indians

John Gomez, Environmental Coordinator
P.O. Box 391670 Cahuilla
Anza » CA 92539

(951) 763-4105

(951) 763-4325 Fax

Juaneno Band of Mission Indians
Alfred Cruz, Culural Resources Coordinator
P.O. Box 25628 Juaneno

Santa Ana , CA 92799
714-998-0721

Juaneno Band of Mission Indians
Joe Ocampo, Chairperson
1108 4th Street Juaneno

Santa Ana , CA 92630
714-547-9676
714-623-0709 - CELL

Santa Rosa Band of Mission Indians
Terry Hughes, Tribal Administrator

P.O.