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2012 Regional Transportation Plan
(RTP) Program Environmental Impact 

Report (PEIR)

Public Scoping Meeting

May 26, 2011

SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA ASSOCIATION of GOVERNMENTS
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Agenda

 Welcome / Introductions

 Meeting Purpose and Objectives

 Project Description – RTP and SCS

 Overview of PEIR Process

 Scope of the PEIR

 Summary of Proposed Alternatives 

 Public Comments
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Meeting Purpose and Objectives

Provide the public with a preliminary 
opportunity to learn about the RTP and 
SCS and ask questions.

Solicit input on environmental issues, 
alternatives and mitigation measures to be 
addressed in the 2012 RTP PEIR.
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Project Description and Location
2012 Regional Transportation Plan (RTP) including the 
Sustainable Communities Strategy (SCS)
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 Required by Federal and State Laws
– Without an approved RTP/Air Quality conformity, our 

Region could lose federal funding
– Transportation Projects must be included in the RTP 

before they can be implemented

 Collective long-term vision to address our 
transportation needs and improve environment/ 
quality of life
– Balancing revenues with our investment needs
– Prioritizing transportation investment decisions for 

the region

Purpose of Regional Transportation Plan 
(RTP)
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Key Requirements of the RTP

 Developed through a cooperative, collaborative and 
continuous (3C) process

 Financially constrained

 Transportation conformity (Clean Air Act)

 Comply with SB 375

 20 year horizon (minimum)
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Key Components of the RTP

 Existing System Performance/Needs Assessment

 Growth Forecast/Demographic context

 Policy Element (goals and policy objectives)

 Sustainable Communities Strategy (SCS) that achieves 
the GHG reduction targets

 Action Element (strategies, plans, and projects)

 Financial Element (costs and how do we pay) 

 Plan performance (performance objectives, 
transportation conformity tests)
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Draft 2012 RTP Goals

 Maximize mobility and accessibility

 Ensure travel safety and reliability

 Preserve and ensure a sustainable system

 Maximize transportation security

 Protect the environment, improve air quality, promote 
energy efficiency

 Encourage land use and growth patterns that 
complement transportation investments
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Why Develop a Sustainable Communities Strategy (SCS)? 

 Per SB 375, RTP must now incorporate a SCS that will 
meet the regional Greenhouse Gas emission targets

 SCS to include eight required elements that integrate 
regional and local land use & housing strategies with 
transportation investments and transportation policies
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1. Identify the general location of land uses, residential densities, 
and building intensities within the region.

Sustainable Communities Strategy
Element One – Land Use Designations & Densities
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2. Identify areas sufficient to house 
all the population of the region, 
including all economic segments 
over the RTP planning timeframe.

3. Identify areas sufficient to house 
an 8-year projection of the 
regional housing need.

6. Consider state housing goals:
expand housing opportunities, 
and accommodate the housing 
needs of Californians of all 
economic levels.

Sustainable Communities Strategy
Elements Two, Three and Six – Housing Needs
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Sustainable Communities Strategy
Element Four – Transportation Needs

4. Identify a transportation network to service the 
transportation needs of the region.



7

13

Sustainable Communities Strategy
Element Five – Resource Areas

5. Consider the best, practical and available scientific 
information regarding resource areas and farmland within 
the region.
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7. Set forth a forecasted development pattern that 
reduces GHG emissions to achieve the final target.

8. Develop a Regional Transportation Plan that complies 
with federal air quality conformity requirements.

Sustainable Communities Strategy
Element Seven and Eight – Development Pattern for Success
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 Planned transportation improvements in RTP

 Land use

 Congestion pricing

 Transportation Demand Management

 Non-motorized transportation

 High speed rail

 Other

Key Components of the SCS
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ARB’s target for the SCAG region 
(relative to 2005)

 8% per capita reduction in GHG by 2020

 13% per capita reduction in GHG by 
2035

Performance Measures

 VMT, VHT, mode split

 Congestion relief

 Economic impacts

 Land consumption

 Public health

How Do We Measure Success?
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Outreach to Date

 One-on-one meetings with local jurisdictions on growth 
forecast

 12 Planning Sessions with ~90% attendance from local 
jurisdictions

 Surveys to gather data needed to build SCS (transportation, 
land use, housing strategies)

Upcoming Outreach

 Public Workshops (Summer 2011)

 Elected Officials Workshops (Fall 2011)

 Public Hearings (Early 2012)

Check the RTP website for updates: www.scag.ca.gov/rtp2012

Working with Our Partners
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NOTICE OF PREPARATION (NOP)

SCOPING MEETINGS

DRAFT PEIR PREPARATION

DRAFT PEIR CIRCULATION

RESPONSE TO COMMENTS PREPARATION

RESPONSE TO COMMENTS/FINAL PEIR 
PUBLISHED

PROJECT HEARINGS/FINAL ACTION

2011

Certification

PEIR Process Overview

(May 2011)

(April 
2012)

2012

Check the PEIR website for updates: www.scag.ca.gov/rtp2012/peir.htm
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Scope of Environmental Analysis

Program EIR (PEIR)

 First tier, programmatic CEQA document 

 Evaluates regional-scale environmental effects of 
the RTP.

 Includes alternatives and mitigation measures to 
offset significant effects.

 Project-level, site-specific analysis will be 
conducted by implementing agencies as projects in 
the Plan are developed. 
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 Spatial analysis with Geographic Information 
Systems (GIS) 

 Transportation, air quality, and noise modeling

 Other quantitative and qualitative techniques to 
determine significant impacts.

Draft PEIR Technical Approach

Multiple Methods
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Baseline for Determining Significance

Significant impacts to be determined by:

 Including a comparison of the proposed project 
(RTP) to the existing environmental setting in all 
impact categories.

 Also applying explicit quantitative and qualitative 
significance criteria.
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 Aesthetics

 Air Quality

 Biological Resources (& 
Open Space)

 Cultural Resources

 Geology and Soils

 Greenhouse Gases and 
Climate Change 

 Hazardous Materials

 Land Use (& Agriculture)

 Mineral Resources

 Noise

 Population, Employment, 
and Housing

 Public Services and Utilities 
(& Energy)

 Transportation (& Security)

 Water Resources

 Growth Inducing and 
Cumulative Impacts

PEIR Scope
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PEIR Alternatives

No Project Alternative
 All major transportation projects reasonably foreseeable 

without the 2012 RTP and SCS

 More intensely developed urban form and more 
transportation measures and policies to reduce GHG 
emissions

 2008 RTP modified with more recent population information

 2008 RTP modified to focus on reducing PEIR impacts

 2008 RTP modified incorporating both approaches

Alternative Build Scenario 1

Other/Modified 2008 RTP Alternative – Potential Variations
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 Sustainable Communities Environmental 
Assessment (SCEA) 

 Streamlined EIR

 Sustainable Communities Project (SCP)

CEQA Streamlining through SB 375

Provides incentives to support community designs 
that help reduce GHG emissions.  

Three types of streamlining for Transit Priority 
Projects (mixed use/residential projects):



13

25

How SCAG Can Help Cities 
Streamline Under SB 375 

SCAG’s Potential Role

 Potentially include land use information for Transit 
Priority Project (TPP) areas in the SCS.

 Development of non-binding guidance to help 
facilitate SB 375 streamlining for interested 
jurisdictions.

 Mitigation framework to guide any necessary 
project specific studies.
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Stay Involved!

 NOP comment period closes June 8. 
Provide comments on the NOP

Attend upcoming RTP and SCS meetings

 Check RTP website for schedule.

 www.scag.ca.gov/rtp2012

 Draft PEIR is scheduled to be released Nov/Dec 
2011.

 Check PEIR website for updates. 

 www.scag.ca.gov/rtp2012/peir.htm

Provide comments on the draft PEIR
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Open for comments

Public Comments

Please fill out a public comment card to 
accompany your verbal comment. 

Please make sure to sign the sign-in sheet before you leave.
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For more information
please contact:

Christine Fernandez
Senior Regional Planner

2012PEIR@scag.ca.gov

www.scag.ca.gov


