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� Purpose of RHNA 

� RHNA Methodology 

� Role in Local Housing Elements
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Goals of RHNA
2006-2014

� Accuracy of the projections

� Consensus of results on a uniform basis

� Fairness of the process, allocation and 
assessment

� Transparency so results are clear

� Link transportation and housing planning
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Future Social Housing 

Need Goals:

Social Housing Needs: 
Existing and Future

Social Housing Needs: 
Existing and Future

Existing Housing Problem Indicators Census 2000

Homelessness Overcrowding

Substandard
Housing

Overpaying 
Households

Current Income Distribution 

of a Community

Proportions of Lower 

Income Households

Fair Share Adjustment for 

Impaction Avoidance

Affordable Housing Goals
by Income Category 
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2006 -2014

Construction Needs
2006 -2014

Construction 
Needs=

Tenure Choice           
(rent or own)

Household Formation

Population, Aging, 
Ethnicity, and Growth

Expected 
Household 

Growth by Tenure

Employment and 
Population Growth

Replacement of
Units Lost

Correction for 
Desired Vacancies

Adjustment of 
Housing Stock+

The Calculation
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Distribution of Nearly 700,000 
Units and 2.1 million people

Distribution of Nearly 700,000 
Units and 2.1 million people

This is like adding 
a city the size of 
Houston, TX – 4th

largest City in the 
U.S. – to Southern 
California in the 
next 8 ½ years

Los Angeles

41%

Imperial

3%
Orange

12%

Riverside

25%

San Bernardino

15%

Ventura

4%
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Use of AB 2158

Planning Factors

Use of AB 2158

Planning Factors

Factors include: Factors include: 

� Land preserved under existing 
federal and state programs, county 
policies to preserve agricultural land. 

� Distribution of growth assumed for
a regional transportation plan. 

� The market demand for housing.

� County policies to preserve 
prime agricultural land within 
unincorporated areas.

� The loss of units contained in 
assisted housing developments. 

Use of GIS to map and protect
agricultural, open space, etc
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� Certain Growth 
Controls

� Existing General Plan 
and Current Zoning

Factors Not to 

Consider in 

Allocating 

Shares of 

Regional 

Housing Needs

Factors Not to 

Consider in 

Allocating 

Shares of 

Regional 

Housing Needs
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Desert Mountain Cities in 

SCAG Region

Desert Mountain Cities in 

SCAG Region
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RHNA Allocation: 

2006-2013

RHNA Allocation: 

2006-2013

379155696392Ridgecrest

407167746799
California 

City

Total
Above 

Moderate 
Income

Moderate 
Income

Low 
Income

Very 
Low 

Income
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RHNA Allocation: 

2003-2008

RHNA Allocation: 

2003-2008

72431289Bishop

Total
Above 

Moderate 
Income

Moderate 
Income

Low 
Income

Very 
Low 

Income
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RHNA Allocation: 

2001-2008

RHNA Allocation: 

2001-2008

297114695360
Mammoth 

Lakes

Total
Above 

Moderate 
Income

Moderate 
Income

Low 
Income

Very 
Low 

Income



REGIONAL
HOUSING

NEEDS

ASSESSMENT

SCAG Housing Element 

Compliance

SCAG Housing Element 

Compliance

Due

25%

In

19%

Out

42%

In Review

14%

Due In Out In Review

*as of 7/15/09
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4th Revision of Local 

Housing Elements

4th Revision of Local 

Housing Elements

� Every California jurisdiction is 
required by law to submit a 
periodic update of its Housing 
Element of their General Plan to 
the State HCD for its review and 
comment

� Local Housing Element updates 
incorporate RHNA goals and were 
due by June 30, 2008 for the 4th

revision

� One year later, only 19% of 
jurisdictions in Southern California 
are in substantial compliance with 
the law according to State HCD
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� SB 375 calls for 

the next Housing 

Element Update 

to be 18 months 

after the 2012 

RTP/SCS and 

covers an 8-year 

housing cycle.
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� Visit our RHNA  homepage:

http://scag.ca.gov/housing/rhna/

� Visit our Compass Blueprint website to see 

the free planning tools that we offer to local 

governments:

http://www.compassblueprint.org/toolbox


