
Housing Unit Demolition Survey  
Background Information 

The purpose of this survey is to obtain information from each local jurisdiction on the number of 
demolished housing units between 2001 and 2011, and the number of housing units that were 
constructed on sites with demolitions during this same period. This information will be used to 
estimate ‘net’ housing losses due to future demolitions, which (subject to our consultation with 
and approval from the State Department of Housing and Community Development (HCD)) could 
change both the data and methodology for replacement need determination in the 5th cycle of the 
RHNA projection period (January 1, 2011 to September 30, 2021). Results from the survey may 
also serve to initiate a discussion with HCD on an appropriate income distribution formula for 
allocating replacement housing allowance.  

In order to assist local jurisdictions in providing this information, SCAG is offering the option 
for cities/counties to complete either a ‘short form’ or a ‘long form’ for this survey.  

The short form (Sheet 2 in the survey spreadsheet) asks cities and counties to provide feedback 
on historical demolitions data between 2001 and 2011 from the California Department of 
Finance (DOF), and also requests local jurisdictions to provide information on the number of 
units that were constructed on sites with previous demolitions during this same period. SCAG 
estimates that it will take five to six hours to complete the ‘short form’ option for this survey.  
Historical demolition data from DOF is available for reference in Sheet 1 of the survey 
spreadsheet.  

The long form (Sheet 3) requests more detailed information on specific sites with historical 
demolitions, including (to the extent feasible) the estimated income category of demolished 
housing units based upon historic rent or market price information at the time of demolition. 
SCAG estimates that it will take two to three days to complete this form for jurisdictions with 
less than 500 demolitions, and five to six days for jurisdictions with significantly higher numbers 
of demolitions.  

Finally, when returning the survey, please provide your best estimate of ‘replacement allowance’ 
that should be used in your jurisdiction for the next RHNA projection period (January 1, 2011 to 
September 30, 2021) to account for ‘net’ losses in housing units or development capacity (based 
on historical demolition data, assessment in this survey, and future development patterns (infill, 
conversion, others). 

To facilitate the consultation process with HCD in determining the SCAG region total housing 
need for the 5th cycle of RHNA, please complete the survey by July15th and submit it to SCAG 
staff Javier Minjares (minjares@scag.ca.gov).  

If cities/counties choose not to participate in this survey, SCAG will not be able to calculate 
“net” housing losses for their jurisdiction and will revert to the previous RHNA cycles’ practice 
of using historical demolition data from DOF as the basis to calculate future replacement housing 
need. 

Replacement Housing Allowance Background Information  

As recommended in the RHNA consultation packet to HCD/DOF, SCAG staff seeks to revisit 
the data and methodology used in the 4th Cycle of RHNA, which utilized historical demolition 
data submitted by each local jurisdiction to estimate the replacement housing allowance for the 



RHNA projection period. In addition to developing more appropriate data to determine the 
accurate number of replacement housing allowance for the RHNA, SCAG intends to also consult 
with HCD regarding the reasonableness in treating replacement housing needs in the same way 
as new housing units (which are projected to accommodate future population/household growth), 
while using the same income allocation formula (subject to regional fair-share/over-
concentration shift policy).   

In the past, SCAG calculated future replacement need by looking back at the last 10 years of 
demolition permits for each jurisdiction (as reported by DOF), and assumed that these 
demolished units were permanently lost and required replacement. However, this approach raises 
the question, "How well does DOF demolition data for the 2001 to 2010 period represent the 
potential ‘net’ loss rates (capacity or housing units) for the 2011 to 2021 period in each 
locality?" SCAG has received many comments from local jurisdictions that the majority of 
demolished or converted units were replaced with subsequent new building permits and 
construction. As such, this could potentially result in a net increase in both capacity and housing 
stock in many cases. For this reason, SCAG is looking to local jurisdictions to provide 
information on historical demolitions in their communities through the use of this survey. 

Accessing the Survey 

An example of the survey’s short form and long form are included in this package.  

Electronic versions of the survey are available on SCAG’s FTP site for download. Further 
instructions on completing the survey are contained within each spreadsheet. Please see the URL 
below to download the appropriate spreadsheet for your jurisdiction. Once this URL is entered in 
any internet browser, a zipped version of the survey spreadsheet will automatically start 
downloading to the user’s computer. For any issues associated with downloading the survey, 
please contact SCAG staff, Kimberly Clark at 213-236-1844 or clark@scag.ca.gov. 

Local Jurisdictions in Imperial County: 
ftp://javierm:scag123@data.scag.ca.gov/Demolition_Survey_Form_IM.zip 

Local Jurisdictions in Los Angeles County: 
ftp://javierm:scag123@data.scag.ca.gov/Demolition_Survey_Form_LA.zip 

Local Jurisdictions in Orange County: 
ftp://javierm:scag123@data.scag.ca.gov/Demolition_Survey_Form_OR.zip 

Local Jurisdictions in Riverside County: 
ftp://javierm:scag123@data.scag.ca.gov/Demolition_Survey_Form_RV.zip 

Local Jurisdictions in San Bernardino County: 
ftp://javierm:scag123@data.scag.ca.gov/Demolition_Survey_Form_SB.zip 

Local Jurisdictions in Ventura County: 
ftp://javierm:scag123@data.scag.ca.gov/Demolition_Survey_Form_VN.zip 

 

 

  



HOUSING UNIT DEMOLITION DATA SURVEY FORM  (SHORT FORM) City : County :

PLEASE  COMPLETE SURVEY FORM AND RETURN THE SURVEY TO OUR OFFICE BY JULY 15, 2011.   ( Attention:   Javier Minjares, Southern California Association of Governments, 818 W. 7th St., 12 floor, Los Angeles, CA 90017  |  T. (213) 236-1893 )

PARCELS UNITS PARCELS UNITS

(a) (b) (c) (d)=(a)+(b)+(c) (e) (f) (g)=(e)+(f) (h)=(d)+(g) (i) (j) (k) (l) (m)=(j)+(k)+(l) (n) (o) (p)=(n)+(o) (q)=(m)+(p) (r) (s) (t) (u) (v) (w)=-(j)+(q)-(v)

2001 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

2002 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

2003 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

2004 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

2005 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

2006 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

2007 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

2008 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

2009 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

2010 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

2011 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

AFFORDABLE 

UNITS OUT OF 

TOTAL UNITS 

LOST

SINGLE UNIT STRUCTURE

DETTACHED ATTACHED TOTAL
MOBILE 

HOMES

5 OR 

MORE

Brawley Imperial

NET TOTAL 

(PHYSICAL 

UNITS)

MULTI-UNIT STRUCTURE

TOTAL 

UNITS 

GAINED

AFFORDABLE 

UNITS OUT OF 

TOTAL UNITS 

GAINED

INSTRUCTIONS

NOT DEVELOPED LAND USE CHANGE

(a) thru (h) Enter the number of demolished housing units (if appropriate, uses can get data from 'Sheet 1'); (i) Enter the number of affordable housing units among the demolished housing units; (j) thru (q) Enter the number of newly constructed or permitted housing units on 

demolition site; (r) Enter the number of affordable housing units among the newly constructed or permitted housing units; (s)&(t) For sites that have remained vacant after the demolition where zoning is designated for housing uses, enter the number of parcels and the potential 

housing unit capacity on such sites; (u)&(v) For sites that have been converted to non-housing uses after demolition, or sites that have remained vacant after demolition and zoning is designated for non-housing uses, enter the number of parcels and the potential loss of housing unit 

capacity from the changes.

NOT DEVELOPED NOR PERMITTED 

FOR HOUSING USES AFTER THE 

DEMOLITION
REPORT 

YEAR

DEMOLISHED HOUSING UNITS LOST

TOTAL
2, 3, OR 4 -

PLEX
TOTAL

NEWLY CONSTRUCTED OR PERMITTED HOUSING UNITS GAINED

ATTACHED
MOBILE 

HOMES

2, 3, OR 4 -

PLEX

5 OR 

MORE
TOTALDETTACHED

SINGLE UNIT STRUCTURE MULTI-UNIT STRUCTURE

TOTAL 

UNITS LOST



HOUSING UNIT DEMOLITION DATA SURVEY FORM   (LONG FORM) City : County :

PLEASE  COMPLETE SURVEY FORM AND RETURN THE SURVEY TO OUR OFFICE BY JULY 15, 2011.   ( Attention:   Javier Minjares, Southern California Association of Governments, 818 W. 7th St., 12 floor, Los Angeles, CA 90017  |  T. (213) 236-1893 )

PARCELS UNITS PARCELS UNITS

(a) (b) (d) (e) (f) (g) (h)=(e)+(g) (i) (j) (k) (l) (m) (n) (o)=(l)+(n) (p) (q) (r) (s) (t) (u)=-(h)+(o)-(t)

0 0 0

0 0 0

0 0 0

0 0 0

0 0 0

0 0 0

0 0 0

0 0 0

0 0 0

0 0 0

0 0 0

0 0 0

0 0 0

0 0 0

0 0 0

0 0 0

0 0 0

0 0 0

0 0 0

0 0 0

0 0 0

ImperialBrawley

REPORT 

DATE 

(01/01/2001 

thru 

01/01/2011)

(c)

INSTRUCTIONS

(a) Reporting date; (b) Assessor's parcel number; (c) Site address; (d)&(k) Type of units: SFDU (Single-detached unit), SFAU (Single-attached unit), MHU (Mobile home unit); (f)&(m) Type of units: T24U (2-, 3-, and 4-plex units), FPU (5 or more units); (i) Choose reason from 

the list of 'Fire or Natural Disaster', 'Age of Building', 'Other'; (j) Choose income category from the list of 'Above Moderate', 'Moderate', 'Low', 'Very Low', 'Extremely Low' (In case of a single property with multiple income categories, please report seperately by income 

category); (p) Number of new affordable units on the demolished site; (q)&(r) For sites that have remained vacant after the demolition where zoning is designated for housing uses, enter the number of parcels and the potential housing unit capacity on such sites; (s)&(t) For sites 

that have been converted to non-housing uses after demolition, or sites that have remained vacant after demolition and zoning is designated for non-housing uses, enter the number of parcels and the potential loss of housing unit capacity from the changes.
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