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Changes to Housing Element Requirements
The following are very important changes to housing element update requirements. SB 
375 has changed several requirements for local jurisdiction housing element updates for 
the 2012 RHNA currently underway. SCAG anticipates a final RHNA adoption in October 
2012 and the corresponding 5th housing element update is due by October 2013 to the 
California Department of Housing and Community Development (HCD). Although the 
current 4th housing element cycle ends in 2014, jurisdictions must submit a new housing 
element in October 2013. Changes to the housing element include:

•	 The housing element planning period has been extended from 5 years 
to 8 years.

•	 If a jurisdiction fails to rezone or identify sufficient sites in its 4th 
housing element update, it will be required to carry over any leftover 
housing units in the first year of the 5th housing element update, in 
addition to meeting its assigned housing units for the 5th housing 
element cycle. 

•	 For jurisdictions that do not submit its 5th housing element update 
within 120 days after the October 2013 due date, housing element 
updates revert to a 4 year cycle.

•	 If HCD does not approve a housing element, the jurisdiction must redo 
the appropriate rezoning within 3 years after its adoption, or 90 days 
after it receives comments from HCD, whichever comes first.

SCAG is dedicated to ensuring a fair and transparent RHNA process and we hope you find 
this information to be useful to your jurisdiction during the development of your housing 
element. If you have any questions, please contact Ma’Ayn Johnson, at 213-236-1975, or 
johnson@scag.ca.gov. 
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