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RHNA Transfers Due to 
Annexations and Incorporations
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RHNA Transfers Relating to 
Annexation or Incorporation

• Only between a county and city within the county 
boundary

• Must be consistent with the adopted RHNA 
methodology

• SCAG will accept or make a determination on a 
RHNA transfer only after the annexation or 
incorporation has occurred
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SCAG Methodology in Cases of 
No Agreement

• Use growth assigned in Spheres of 
Influence (SOI) areas as basis

• For areas not covered by the SOI, use 
General Plan designations and small area 
household figures at the Tier 2 TAZ level

• Determine healthy market vacancy rate 
and replacement need
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Updating the Housing Element

• An incorporating city receiving a housing 
need transfer is required to adopt or 
amend its Housing Element within 30 
months of incorporation

• An annexing city must amend its Housing 
Element within 180 days of the transfer’s 
effective date


