SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA ASSOCIATION of GOVERNMENTS

Resource Agency Consultation
Workshop

November 30, 2011



Welcome and Introductions
Purpose of the Meeting

SCAG’s Draft 2012 Regional Transportation Plan
and Sustainable Communities Strategy

Review of SCAG’s Public Participation Plan
Proposed Regional Mitigation Program
Proposed Approach to Addressing Public Health

Proposed Environmental Justice and Title VI
Analyses

Future Opportunities for Review and Comment




SCAG's Draft 2012 Regional Transportation
Plan and Sustainable Communities
Strategy



® Federal RTP requirements:

* Forecasts 20-years life of RTP to implement
recommended improvements, operate, and maintain
the system

° Reasonably available revenues
(can include new reasonable revenue sources)

° Balance expected revenues versus estimated costs
(to achieve financial constraint)

" Meet federal transportation conformity standards
(addresses ozone, particulate matter, carbon monoxide,
nitrogen dioxide)

= Meet California SB 375 requirements
(addressed greenhouse gas emission reductions)



Incorporates county transportation commissions’ long-
range transportation plans

Major programs and projects, including

* Highways and arterials, transit, goods movement,
aviation and airport ground access, non-motorized,
transportation demand management, intelligent
transportation system, safety and security, and others

Financial plan — document fiscal constraint

Performance analysis — transportation conformity,
environmental justice, and economic impact analysis

Sustainable communities strategy — new for 2012 RTP
Constrained plan, strategic plan, and unfunded projects
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$305 Billion (in nominal dollars)

Assumes existing state and federal gas tax rates, sales tax forecasts consistent with
county transportation commissions, and no new revenue sources
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Increase funding for Active transportation to $6 billion (from
current $1.8 billion in the 2008 RTP)

Increase funding for TDM to $4 billion (from current $1.3 billion)
Increase funding for TSM to $5 billion (from current $3.4 billion)

Increase funding for system preservation by $70 billion from
current levels

e  $15 Billion for Transit
e  $15 billion for local roads

*  $40 billion for State Highway
System

Expand Transit System and
service, including additional
BRT and Express services Iin
Inland Empire



® Improvements to LOSSAN corridor to achieve higher
speeds

" Improvements to Metrolink to improve speed and
service

= (California High-Speed Rail Phase One
(contingent upon additional commitments by CHSRA
for LOSSAN and Metrolink improvements by
February)
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East-West Clean Freight Corridor along SR-60 connecting
the truck lanes on I-710 and 1-15.

Strategic Rail Capacity Improvements, including critical
grade crossings, increase mainline capacity, increase
Intermodal facilities capacities and reduce rail emissions

Truck bottleneck relief strategies



For more information
please contact

Naresh Amatya
Manager, Transportation Planning
amatya@scag.ca.gov
(213) 236-1885

WWW.Sscag.ca.gov



Enacted in 2009 to reduce greenhouse gas

emissions from automobiles and light trucks
through integrated transportation, land use,
housing and environmental planning.

Accomplished through a Sustainable Communities
Strategy (SCS), a new required element of the
2012 Regional Transportation Plan to meet GHG
emission reduction targets.



Develop a Sustainable Communities Strategy to
lay foundation for regional policy

Encourage voluntary efforts by 2035 through
Incentive grants funded locally to replace state
funds

Encourage a new urban form for a sustainable
Southern California through a variety of
strategies and policy

Seek regional permanent funding source for
voluntary implementation of SCS



Meet and Exceed the Greenhouse Gas Emission
Reduction Targets

Better Place to Live
Lower Cost to Households and Taxpayers
Improved Public Health and the Environment

Greater Responsiveness to Changing
Demographics and Market

Improved Access and Mobility



Consider different strategies in city core vs.
periphery

-ocus growth around transit stations and transit
oroject priority areas where feasible

~ocus growth on main streets, downtowns and
corridors

Protect resource areas, farmland and open space

Higher share of investment in active transportation
& TDM/TSM




Region-wide transit systems (enhanced capacity,
service miles, and ridership)

Regional centers (improved job-housing balance)
Transit-oriented development

Transit-ready development
Neighborhood-oriented design

First mile/last mile strategies

Complete community design

Active transportation facilities

Compact new housing (2 out of 3 multi-
family/townhouse)

Zero-emission vehicle infrastructure (contribute to
additional benefit beyond the state requirement)

Open space conservation



Overall Land Use Strategy

A Regional Transit System
Active Transportation
Transit-Oriented Development

Transit Ready Development
Opportunities



Input from local up-to-date General Plans

Further build upon successful Compass Blueprint
Projects

Additional Efforts at the Local Level (i.e. LA
Downtown Expansion, San Bernardino BRT
Corridor Redevelopment)

Maximizing High Quality Transit Areas (HQTAS)
and other Opportunity Areas



Light Rail Expansions
= BRT Expansion Region-wide

= Exposition Line Light Rail Connecting Downtown Los Angeles
And Santa Monica

Light Rail Extension

= Gold Line To The San Gabriel Valley

= Westside Subway Extension Or “Subway To The Sea”
Local Street Improvements For Future Transit Readiness
Metrolink Enhancement & Expansions
Enhanced LOSSAN Line

= High Speed Rail Connecting Palmdale-Union Station-Anaheim

Image courtesy of Metro © 2012 LACMTA



" Suitable for urban core and areas near transit
corridors

= Compact community design around transit corridors

" Enhanced walkability and transit access to urban
amenities

= Mixed residential development

Image courtesy of Metro © 2012 LACMTA



= Suitable for suburban and outlying areas
= Mixed-use development
= Complete community design
= Neighborhood-oriented design
= One-stop development



2012 RTP/SCS Focused Growth Areas




From 2005 Base Year (Per Capita)

Draft 2012 RTP/SCS

Preliminary Results

8% 8%

13% 16%




More choices for both transportation and housing

Less VMT and improved mobility and access to jobs,
amenities and recreation

Improved jobs-housing balance
More opportunities for active transportation
More opportunity for transit-oriented development



A cumulative savings of about 400 square miles of
greenfield land from development



Improved public health by reducing the number of
health incidences by approximately 95,000 in 2035



Opportunities for CEQA Streamlining, reduce time
and cost of development delivery



Review of SCAG’s Public Participation Plan
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In preparation for the 2012 Draft RTP/SCS,
SCAG has:

Convened 11 subregional planning sessions with
local cities and CTCs to gather input on projected
population, household and employment growth

Organized 18 RTP/SCS workshops throughout the
region, with at least 2 in each county

Held additional meetings with special focus groups

Revised our Public Participation Plan to meet the
expectations of California Senate Bill 375



Over 700 residents, elected officials, representatives of public agencies, community
organizations, and environmental, housing and business stakeholders in attendance



The RTP/SCS Workshops

Presented an introductory
video explaining the
purpose of the RTP/SCS
and the workshops

Presented four planning
scenarios

Discussed objectives and
priorities for the Draft
2012 RTP/SCS



Additional Meetings with Special Focus Groups

Environmental Justice Workshop (June 2011)

60 participants including residents and representatives of
local community organizations

Active Transportation

Presented draft versions to Caltrans District 7 Bicycle
Advisory Committee, bicycle advocacy groups, and Safe
Routes to School Partnership

Allowed the public to make comments on the draft Active
Transportation plan using an innovative Bike/Ped Wiki



Public Participation Plan

Amendment 3 includes new requirements of
California Senate Bill 375

Public comment period ended on November 7

Received over a dozen letters and emails

Included language to be more inclusive and responsive to
the public

Scheduled for formal adoption in January



Enter a 55-day public
comment period

Convene 3 public
hearings

Organize public
presentations

2 in each county, with
one in Imperial County

Targeted at public
officials, but open to the
public



Bicycle users &
advocates

Citizens
representatives

Educational
Institutions

Environmental
groups

Ethnic/minority
groups

Freight shippers
Freight logistics

Targeted Public Outreach

service providers

Non-profit
organizations

Retired community
Pedestrians
Businesses

Private
transportation
providers

Public transit users

Disability rights

advocates

Transportation
advocates

Urban and rural
advocacy groups

Native American
tribes

Women'’s
organizations

Mainstream/ethnic
press



Access to Materials and Information
Video conferencing

New fact sheets will be made available at public
presentations and online

RTP/SCS, Economic Benefits, and Health Benefits

Translated into Spanish and Chinese

SCAG-produced video describing the components
of the Draft RTP/SCS and its benefits

Utilize website, blogs, and social media (Facebook,
Twitter)



Access to Materials and Information

New RTP/SCS
website

Allows easy
navigation

Access to maps and
data visualization
tables

Custom downloads
and printing



Access to Materials and Information

New RTP/SCS
website

Comments from
nearly any page

Upload feature to
allow form letters

Manage responses to
comments received
during public review
period



For more information
please contact

Jeff W. Liu
Public Affairs Specialist
liuy@scag.ca.gov
(213) 236-1998

WWW.Sscag.ca.gov



Proposed Regional Mitigation Program

Mitigation Requirements



The RTP must include a discussion of potential
environmental mitigation activities and potential
areas to carry out these activities.

MPOs are required to consult with State and local
agencies, responsible for land use management,
natural resources, environmental protection,
conservation, and historic preservation concerning
trlle development of a long-range transportation
plan.



= SCS shall gather and consider the best practically
avallable scientific information regarding resource
areas and farmland in the region=

" MPO shall consider financial incentives for cities
and counties that have resource areas or farmland

* See CAL. GOV. CODE § 65080.01 for definition of resource areas and
farmland



Notification and comment procedure

PEIR preparation includes analysis, mapping, and
mitigation

Final PEIR will include a Mitigation Monitoring and
Reporting Program



Proposed Regional Mitigation Program

Environmental Topics in the RTP/SCS



Regional: implemented by SCAG and aimed at
gathering additional information that can assist in
measuring impacts and determining appropriate
mitigation and promoting policies and programs
that would reduce impacts.

Local: Implemented at the city and county level
and designed to ensure appropriate mitigation
measures are included in the planning process.

Project-specific mitigation: Not evaluated in the
RTP/SSC and PEIR, but PEIR mitigations are
programmatic and not project-level.



Developed Iin response to written comments
from Orange County Council of Governments
(OCCOG), a coalition of conservation groups
and residents in Orange County, and The Trust
for Public Land, and

Discussions with EPA, as part of interagency
consultation required under federal planning
regulations, suggested interest in this type of
concept.



" Supports natural land restoration, conservation,
protection and acquisition offering Greenhouse
Gas (GHG) emissions reduction benefits.

" Involves large-scale acquisition and management
of critical habitat to mitigate impacts related to
future transportation projects.




Engage in a strategic planning process to
determine the critical components and
Implementation steps in the Open Space
Conservation Plan

Identify and map regional priority conservation
areas for inclusion in this plan.

Engage with various partners, including CTCs,
to determine priority conservation areas and
develop an implementable plan.

Develop regional mitigation policies or
standards for the 2016 RTP.



® Pursuant to SAFETEA-LU, the RTP includes an
environmental mitigation program that links
transportation planning to the environment and
addresses the following resource areas:

= Biological Resources and Open Space
= Greenhouse Gases

= Air Quality

= Transportation and Safety

= Population and Housing

= Public Service and Utilities

= Geology, Soils and Seismicity

= Water Resources

= Hazardous Materials

= Noise



" Creates an implementation strategy to show varying
levels of authority (state, regional, and local).

" Utilizes documents created by federal, state and local
agencies to guide environmental planning for
transportation projects.

" Discusses specific resource areas and the proposed
approaches to mitigate impacts to these areas.




Proposed Regional Mitigation Program

Resource Maps in the RTP/SCS
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Proposed Approach to Addressing Public
Health



" Focuses on development of a quantitative HRA of
mobile sources related air toxics emissions from the
roadway transportation network within SCAG’s six-
county planning area.

= Analyzes cancer risks at various freeway corridors, In
each of the six counties contained in the SCAG
planning area, plus two additional segments which
represent locations of highest heavy-duty diesel
vehicle traffic.

" Selected freeway corridors are believed to adequately
characterize the range of health risk levels associated
with the RTP over its entire planning region.



= SR-1-405: Seal Beach, east of the I-605 interchange
(Orange County)

= |-710: Compton, north of the intersection with SR 91
(Los Angeles County)

= |-8: El Centro (Imperial County)

® SR 60: Ontario, west of the I-15 interchange (San
Bernardino County)

" SR 91: west of Corona, east of the intersection with SR
/1 (Orange County, just west of Riverside County)

= US 101: Thousand Oaks, east of SR 23 (Ventura
County)

"= SR 60 (Los Angeles)*
= |-15 (from SR 60 to 210)*

*Locations not yet finalized



Proposed Environmental Justice and
Title VI Analyses



Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964
Executive Order 12898 (1994)

CEQA Environmental Justice Guidance Under the
National Environmental Policy Act (1997)

US Department of Transportation Order (1997)
Federal Highway Administration Order (1998)

Memorandum: Implementing Title VI Requirements
In Metropolitan and Statewide Planning (1999)

FTA Circular Title VI Guidelines (2007)
SCAG’s Public Participation Plan (2009)
New guidance and requirements (2011)



= System-wide, region-wide analysis for RTP

® Compare RTP Plan (“the Plan”) vs. without the
Plan (“Baseline” or No Project”)

" The core questions:

« Are people worse or better off with or without
the Plan?

* Is there a disproportionate negative impact of
the Plan on any group?



Ethnicity/Race

Minority (Hispanic, Asian & Pacific Islanders, African
Americans, Native Americans, Others)

Non-Hispanic White
Income/Poverty Level
Age

Gender

Disabled (per Census)



Accessibility (Employment Services and Parks)
Distribution of Plan Expenditures (Investments)
Taxes Paid

Auto travel Time Savings

Auto Travel Distance Reductions
Environmental Impact Analyses (Air and Noise)
Gentrification and displacement

Air quality impacts along freeways and highly traveled
corridors

Rail-related impacts
Impacts of VMT fee



Release Draft 2012 RTP/SCS by the Regional Councill
on December 1, 2011 for public review and
comments

Release Draft PEIR for review and comment by end
of December

Continue Public Outreach throughout the region on
the Draft 2012 RTP/SCS through March 2012

Conduct the workshops for elected officials as
required per SB 375 in each of the counties In
January and February of 2012

Conduct Public Hearings between December 2011
and January 2012

Adopt Final 2012 RTP/SCS in April 2012



For more information
please contact

Jacob Lieb
Manager, Environmental and Assessment Services
lieb@scag.ca.gov
(213) 236-1921

WWW.Sscag.ca.gov



